WARRENTON 


LYLE ANDERSON 


FOREWORD 


The author lived on a western Washington stump-ranch thru high 
school and worked summers in Astoria in fisheries while doing grad- 
uate work in chemistry at the University of Washington. He lived in 
Warrenton from 1952 until the time of this writing and collected his- 
torical notes about the town from 1965 to 1990, These notes were or- 
ganized from 1990 to 1992. Some of the information was acquired by 
asking individuals, some of it was found in old publications, and 
some of it was deduced. Events thru the two hundred years were 
treated chronologically, by and large, altho at times the emergence 
of anciliary subjects prevented this, 


Credits and many thanks are due to a large number of people 
both in and out of Warrenton, In fact, without their help there 
wouldn't have been very much to write. 


INDIANS 


The Clatsop Indians were established on Warrenton soil before any Cauca- 
sians arrived but scholars differ about the place of origin of the Indians. 
The American Indians possessthe same type of eyelid as Afvican blacks and Cauca- 
sians, whereas the Aleuts andIimuits have an eyelid somewhat similar to that of 


Asians. 


Captain Robert Gray sailed his ship, the Columbia, across the Columbia River 
Lar in 1792 but did not make contact with the natives. When Lewis and Clark 
arrived by land in 1806 they found that the natives had already contracted Cauc- 


sian diseases from the fur traders that were sailing up and down the coast. 


The Clatsops were of small stature, were not a warlike people, they kept 
slaves, lived in community housing shacks made of Red Cedar shakes, had no do- 
mestic animals but the dog (and they ate some of them), did not practice agri- 
culture, did not like salt, and had sanitation that was less than rudimentary (a 
point on which Feter Corney and artist Faul Kane disagree with Lewis and Clark). 
They practiced bigamy, had vast resources of crustaceans, piverine fish, birds, 
and upland game, had no government but had chiefs and influential men, had some 


influential women, and were decimated by great plagues in 1828 and 1832. 


Modern so-called civilized men could well learn a lot about warfare and di- 
plomacy from these tribes. Once a UChicalish (Chehalis) Indian was killed by a 
Clatsop for some reason or other. Sosome members of the Chicalish came across 
the Columbia River to seek retribution. he Clatsops used logs for breastworks 
and the Chicalish did likewise. Howeverthe Chicalish took up positions well out 
of musket range. Then each side whooped and hollered and pounded on logs with 
sticks. A shot or two was fired. After a while the Chicalish decided the wrong 
had been sufficiently avenged by now so they withdrew and thus many of them lived 
happily ever after, at least as far as this event was concerned. 


The Indians had their own methods of catching salmon and sturgeon. Wild 
flax was native east of the Cascades and could be obtained by barter. Materials 
on the coast that were used for fish lines were nettles, spruce roots, and Red 


Cedar bark. Toggle sticks were used in lieu of fish hooks. 


To build traps they pushed willow withes into the sand in a row near the 
bank where a salmon run swam. With these withes as a warp, other willow sticks 
were woven in to form a web that became the lead for a trap. Eventually the 
lead closed in to a similar lead and the passage way became narrower and nar- 
rower. Ly now each side had flexible, horizontal, sharpened sticks that pressed 
against the fish as it swam up the passageway. The trap now had a top and a 


vottom and it came to a dead end. If the salmon tried to swim backwards with 
pectoral fins the sharp sticks gouged under its' scales. Salmon are a strong aml 
inmost determined fish and the wooden web would have had considerable strength at 
this point. Long strong lines were required to catch stugeonbecause they lie in 
the deep holes in the estuary. 

in the early 1800s the Ulatsops had villages at Froint Adams (jieahkestuk) , 
Tansy int (ieahkstow), Tucker Creek (up Youngs River), and at the mouth of the 


Wecanicum in Seaside (still called Indian Flace). However archaeologists have 


found over 50 middens in this area, some of which date back to the 4. U. era, 

Bob Drucker explored the sites for National Geographic and had quite a collection. 
tliddens are the garbaye dumps of primative people and archaeologists simply 

adore them. Some middens contain humanbone arrangements that indicate that inter- 

ment was ‘sometines practiced altho the corpse of a slave would be treated differ- 

ently than that of a freeman. 

tiost of the tools that have survived the wet climate were made of elk or 
deer horn and bone. A fen of them were made of whale bone. Faul See 
found a knife in the sand at bel Hey Road that was made from whale bone 
and a recognisable dog had been carved at the end of the handle. The knife’ 
probably was used to clean razor clams. 

or food from the plant kingdom the indians used camas, cowse, wild 
onion, shamatowhee, and wapatoo. All of these were inland foods that 
were obtained by trading since the Clatsops had much barter stock, On 
the coast, foods that were used were cranberries, salal berries, huckle berries. 
salmon berries, strawberies, and black berries. The shanatowee is the first 
years growth of the "edible" (1!) thistle. “The root of the wild blue lupine, 
when baked, is similar to baked sweet potato. Due to-the manner of treatment it 
is assumed that the blackberry is the wild, ground-hugging type and not the Him- 
alaya or the Evergreen kind that grow in brambles. The Indians poundéd dried 
venison with berries, pressed the two into cakes, and dried them some more. 

Salal terries were preferred for these pemican cakes. 

B, C. Fayette and artist Paul Kane wrote about the large cedar shake houses 
that the Indians made. They used no chimney so they left the slightly coned 
roof open and built the fire beneath this opening. “They slept on bunks built 
waist high around the walls. At‘least one house was entered by crawling thru an 
oval opening between the legs of the figure of a man on the wall. A short plank, 
hung outside, covered the opening as it swung to rest. 

Several people wrote about the primitive level of housekeeping that was 
practiced as, for example, fish scraps were left for days where they had been 
tossed, 

In his journal, Missioary Frost gave an interesting description of a Clatsop 


brave: 
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“Ten spiral shells hung from each ear and from his nose septum. His 
face and parts of his body were daubed with red clay, a rude cap adorned with 
feathers was on his pan-caked> shaped head, his long hair was queued up behind 
and on which was suspended a bunch of shells and some feathers. He wore a 
short dirty shirt for clothes. He was the perfect beau." 

The Chinook Jargon, or Wawa, originated on the coast and the Clatsops 
must have used it in trading because they had surplusses and shortages. The 
white fur traders smoothed out the Jargon with Caucasion terms. Some exam- 
ples of the Jargon are: liama in Salish means stink, like rotten fish. 

Hama hama in Jargon becomes big stink like many dead fish. Skookum means 
strong or much, and skookum chuck means astrong or bad place. 

low ‘yes' in Jargon is 'Uh Ho', so when we say 'Uh Huh' in western 
slang, are we.clinging to the Uhlnook Jargon because the term is not used 
in the east. And where did our ‘Unt Uh for 'No' originate? It might an- 
swer the question. 

The Clatsop men were said to be brutes and the women to be devoid of 
shame. Infant mortality was high because the women were forced to gather 
food instead of caring for babies. Frost told of a single mother trying to 
care for a sick child with only a woven reed blanket for a cover. 

Quite a few people in ‘larrenton have Indian ancestry but like all the 
otherethnic groups the blood is so dilute that there is no yearning for a 
lodge. There is an Indian organization on the Washington shore of the 
estuary however. 

SOLOMAN SHITIH 

Skipping past the traders and the trappers, the first caucasion to 
settle in Warrenton country was Soloman Smith. He was auite a versatile 
chap and his biography would be well worth reading--or writing if 1% hasn't 
yet been written. 

Hailing from liew Hampshire, Soloman studied and practiced medicine some, 
taught school some, was a farmer, a merchant, and a state senator. Adventure- 
some, he came to Oregon with the Nathaniel Wyeth Expedition in 1832 and stayd 
around Vancouver for several years. He built an ox-powered grist mill at 
Fort Vancouver and then later taught school there. Around 1833 he married 
Celiast, one of the three outstanding daughters of Clatsop Chief Cobaway. 
Apparently some of the Chief's ability was handed down. Chief Cobaway was 
personable and Lewis and Clark liked him. The other daughters were Kilakotah, 
wife of Louis Labonte, and Yaimast, wife of Joseph Gervais. These men were on 
French Frairie in the Willamette Valley. 

In 1840 Soloman and Celiast moved to the site of future Warrenton and 
Soloman settled on land that he later declared to be his homestead, Soloman's 
reasons for coming to the coast were partly to satisfy Celiast's yearning for 


B 


sans Pow. “Dorothy 
“agTan soy, 
? é - Lidnel id 
Theodore . 
DP 1980+ rae Meredith 
. _ Margaret 
Ronald” fs 
“19 Mi a 
. 19 May 43 ‘ ari 
Kathleen = oa * 
ar Gordon 
Daniel 
1° Oct 45> 
HH 


Vincent 


1699- 


Ocean View. 


Pearl Marie. 


“Lionel 


Frances Marie 
Bob Biddle 


Charlotte 


. Charles Brallier | 


“7871-19 


Pioneer Cem 


“tim Day 


‘ Pioneer Cem 


Goldwin, 


Ser 


1EI-10'¥ 


Silas 


Charlot: 


Decendents of Chier Cobaway 


“1849 -1902 


ta. 
2) 


726 Dec 1009 


2OBTQUOD fq zeancous), nest *w 


Soloman Smith 


brother 


Chief 

fostur 
» Kate [is25-——187 
Tse-{se-he- 


& 
& 
; 
bo 
xO 
8 
8 
S 


August Juhrs 


ag Ps : Cobaway 


Louis Labonte 


Yaimast 


Gerv : 


her native region and partly to accompany Daniel Lee to the Columbia River 
mouth to set up a Methodist Hission. Lee was a member of the group of mission- 
aries who came to the coast; however most of the group came on the ship 
Lausanne, that the church had chartered for the trip in 1640. Joseph Frost © 
headed the group and they built a mission at Foint Adams which Wilkes marked 
on the first survey charts in 1841. Lee returned to the Willamette Valley, 
Frost stayed on at the Mission for 10 years, and Soloman Smith became the first 
Caucasian settler in 'Warrenton', Soloman and Celiast had 3 children, the best 
known of which was Silas. He graduated from Yale with a degree in law. He was 
a brillient speaker and was much sought for lectures. However race predjudice 
prevented him from having a sucessful law practice. He wrote many articles for 
the Cregon Historical Society and it would be folly to question their veracity. 
He called his mother Celiast Cobaway tho Soloman seemed to call her Helen. He 
lived on Soloman Smith's claim which was on the west side, south end, of Smith 
Lake, just south of (the 2nd) ‘Mission Flace', The river beach where. the 
firstliission building was located had eroded, forcing the move. 

Frost's detailed diary "Ten Years in Oregon" is extant and and highly informative. 
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The Smith Claim was called Idyllwilde, and the Clatsop name for Smith 
Lake was O-mo-pah. Smith Point in Astoria is named after Tickie Smith, not 
Soloman. 

Soloman and Celiast taught school for many Indian children and they raised 
several orphaned or abandoned Indian children. Celiast would not be called 
erudite but she was aS solid as the Rock of Gibralter and she could relate 
to the Indian children in a way that no Caucasian could. 

From her heritage, wisdom, and personality Celiast had a position among 
the Clatsops but it was not infallible. Once a small group of Indians elected 


to camp at a fishing stream to await the impending salmon run. Celiast told re) 


Frost that the stream was at Cape Lookout. 
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The Indians had a time-honored tradition to respect in that the first salmon of 
the season must be set aside with a 'salmon' berry in its'mouth, After that the 
whole tribe could reap the harvest as best they could. This was the advance 
sroup to clear away the traditional requirements. 

As the party waited impatiently for the salmon to arrive, one of the 
members fell ill with a severe stomach ache and he lay on the ground moaning. 
The concensus of the group was that this was indeed a very bad omen and that 
the salmon would never start to run under such conditions. 

When word of the dark and murderous disposition of the camping group 
reached Celiast, she visited the watch site and sought to allay their 111- 
founded fears. However after she left, the Indians were not dissuaded and 
they dug a pit nearby. Siezing the stricken man they tossed him into the 
pit and shovelled the dirt in on top of him. 

When the salmon arrived they put a berry in its' mouth and felt assured 


that they had done the right thing, 


Partial US Census of Clatsop County Oregon: Youngs River and Prairie 1860 


Name Age Occupation Birthplace 
Jo seph Jeffers 52 Mason y : 
George Flavel g- 35 N. X. 
B.C. Kindred “(YO ™ OE tara 42 Ind. 
Rachel Kindred. Howe) « 39 Ky. 
W. W. Raymond peer G mehr Je N, Y. 
Elmira Raymond aati 46 NY. 
Gay" * " 45 OR 
OR 
Boy 3 OR 
joy t 99! OR 
S. He Smith — | Setar 50--. 4 N.H. 
Ellen Wawserter Sl ---I9) OR 
Silas i 20 = OR 
Charlotte " 14 OR 
Henry 5 9 OR 


1888 POLK DIRECTORY OF OR WA ID 
Skipanon 
Sometimes called Lexington, it is: situated on Skipanon Creek, 7 miles SW 


of Astoria, which is the County Seat, banking and shipping point. it contains 


a church and an ungraded district school. Ships chiefly dairy products; 
population 164; mail triweekly; H. Brallier carpenter; Chas. Butterfield- 


cheese factory; Rev. John Day; S. T. Harrison-blacksmith; Ca Ae McGuire- 
livery stable; John Matier-fruit grower; Eveline Siferts-grower; Silas 
Smith-lawyer; Josiah West cheese factory; A.C. Wirt-general store. 


The first taxes in Uregon were collected by Joe leek in 1843 for the 
Frovisional Government amounting to } 353.87, and it wasn't easy. It was 
levied at 50 4 per male of 21 years of age and decended froma white man, 
plus 1/8 of one per cent of the property value. It was estimated that 
Oregon property had a value of } 218,00/+. of which most was in the 
Willamette Valey. 

Lt, Charles Wilkes and Crew spent 1839, 1840, 1841, and 1842 surveying 
the mouth of the Columbia fiiver and adjacent lands. The 1641 charts of the 
Columbia River lintrance are the earliest accurate charts that we have, There 


are earlier eyeball sketches but they don't mean much toanyone but the artist. 


Church news and western land news spread raoidly on the eastern seaboard. 
The Presbyterians sent a vanguard of missionaries to the Willamette Valley 
and after that the settlers started to trickle in. Most of them stopped in 
the Valley but some of them pushed on tothe coast. The big attraction to the 
coast was the word that Clatsop Plains had no trees and that the land vas 
ready for the plow. This was enticing news to the settlers because they 
knew that at 10 or 15 miles a day that it took all spring and summer to 
walk from Independence Missouri to the coast; that there was enough to do 
making a home without falling trees and grubbing out stump roots. So they 
came to Clatsop Plains. 

Now Clatsop Plains was a great bay on the edge of the Pacific. 
Ocean. ~- not too long ago, and the waves gradually filled it in with 40 
mesh beach sand. This sand can, and does, dry out in less than a week of 
dry weather and kill a farmers crop, Without means of irrigation, many of 
the Clatsop Plains settlers became discouraged and moved to Tillamook. 
Blbridge Trask was one of the first to make the move. 

This wasn't public land when all this was happening because there wasn't 
any homestead law then. These people simply staked out a piece of land and 
and lived on it. In other words they were 'squatters', Congress didrit declare 
the country to be U. 8. Territory until 1848 and the Homestead Act was passed 
in 1850. 

Clatsop County pioneers formed an historical society around 1870 ante- 
dating theOregon State Historical Society, From the pioneer's depositions 
and records we learn quite a little about life on the ‘Trail’ and life in 
the community. 

It must be born in mind that only a few of the pioneers that came to 
Oregon came on to the coast. The years 1843 and 1844 saw huge wagon trains 
pour into the Willamette Valley, 


Pioneers arriving in liarrenton 


No. Arrived No. Arrived No. Arrived 
Year In Warrenton Year _in Warrenton Year in Warrenton 
1804 1 1842 2 1850 40 
1820 1 1843 31 1851 19 
1832 3 184d 30 1852 26 
1835 2 1845 36 1853 8 
1836 5 1846 26 1854 4 
1857 1 1847 70 1855 3 
1838 6 1848 28 1856 6 
1839 2 1849 49 1857 2 
1840 6 1858 1 


Thus in 1840 and for a decade thereafter settlers squatted on on land that 
they didn't own or make application to own. Une can imagine the ‘myriad of prob- 
lems that they faced just to keep body and soul together. And their problems 
rose exponentially with timp, 

One of their problems was wolves, who were always looking for a free meal. 
In 1844 a Plains settler named Robert Morrison suffered some stock losses due 
to predatory wolves so he blew several blasts at night on a Cow horn to frighten 
them. It worked at first but the wolves soon learned to enjoy music with their 
meals. text he built a small, squarish, log enclosure that had no roof and 
whose sides sloped inward toward the top. He put the remnants of the previous 
nights kill inside. ‘he next morning he found that he had caught a wolf all 
right but that the wolf had dug a hole beneath the bottom log and escaped. 
Norrison made some improvements and shot a couple of wolves but that didn't seem 
to reduce the wolf population very much. Morrison had been a wagon train 
captain, and was gifted and resourceful. 

Most of the settlers had live stock and, with the prevalence of wolves, 
meetings were held to discuss methods of coping with the problem. The meetings 
grew larger but as soon as a group of men got together at these ‘wolf meetings’, 
discussion invariably drifted to government. They could not understand why 
congress would not declare the far west to be U. S. Territory. 

WOLF MEETINGS 

These wolf meetings, as they were widely called, were held in the Willamette 
Valley and elsewhere. Finally a ‘Committee of Twelve' was appointed at Champoeg 
(near Salem) in February 1843 to study the advisability of organizing a govern- 
ment themselves, Un 2 May 1843 a still larger Wolf Meeting was called at Cham- 
poeg to consider the Committee’s report. At that time there was no convention 
center with chairs and a stage so the group met in an open field for a heated 
discussion. Finally after much talk thru the group, Joe Meek shouted out "Who's 
for a divide? All in favor of the divide and of an organization follow me!" 
it was close. Fifty two followed Joe Meek and fifty did not. Our Soloman Smith 


was one of the 102 men voting and he voted with the Americans. The name was to 
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be “PH ®IRST ANERICAN GOVERNMEUT Oli THY FACIFIC COAST", There were Britons 
in the group and when congress acted five years later in 1848 these Britons 
were declared to be U. &. citizens, 

This government was, and still is, called the 'Frovisional Government’ 
because, by Hokey, if Congress wouldn't provide a government for them they 
would provide their own! 

FROVISIVHAL GOVERENLTE 


When the Provisional Government was formed, The District Representatives 
formed the Legislative Committee and three men formed the Executive Com- 
mittee. Then the Legislators appointed the Judiciary. 

lio reference to Uregon was made in writing at this time altho in the 
heated discussion it prebably came out. 

It was wide open country, The Spaniards had their eyes on it and sev- 
eral oftheir names like Hecata and Juan de fuca are very much on the maps 
today. But the Mexican war in 1846 pretty much quieted those claims. 

Then the French were in the country with their Indian wives at Cham- 
poeg and French Prairie. 

The English were at Victoria and they had a camp of soldiers on San 
Juan Island in Washington Sound--altho the peaceful Lummi Indians were no 
threat at all. The English at Fort Vancouver on the Columbis River were 
reparded as passive and friendly, in fact Dr. McLaughlin was chastized for 
being too friendly to Americans. 

The Russians considered their Alaskan Claim to extend down to the 
S940" parallel. 

The District Representatives to the Provisional Government were not 
lacking in enthusiasm at all. They said thattheir "fhe First American Gov- 
ernment on the Pacific Coast" included everything from the 42nd parallel 
up to of 40' parallel and from the ocean to the Rockies. The mere fact 
that it encompassed the British settlement at Vancouver and the English 
Camp on San Juan Island was of no consequence. They said'S4-40 or fight' 
but they were not very definite about what they were going to use for a 
"Big Stick". 

So they very generously included all of present day Oregon, Washington, 
Idaho, part of Montana, and most of British Columbia. They didn't wor- 


ry any about the claims-of the Northwest Indians since Americans have been 


well indoctrinated since the days of 'King Philip’. 
Their version, then, of the land that they claimed 1s given in map 1843. 
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Slavery anywhere in the world is a most repugnant thot today but Indians 
and southern whites alike had slaves in 1850. The Mexican war in 1846 held up 
the declaration of Uregon country to be U. S. Territory because Texas was involved 
and the abolishoners didn't want to be out-voted. But the idea had been simmer- 
ing in Washington for along time, else why did Jefferson send Lewis and Clark 
out west? When Congress declared vregon and Washingtonto be U. 3. territory with 
reasonable boundaries in 1848, it took some negotiating to work out the boundary 
parallel with Wngland. Canada wasn't unified until after the Civil War when they 
were afraid General Grant might turn his army northward. 

Finally in 1857 the delegates approved a constitution that had been prepar- 
ed by a convention at Salem. ‘lhe delegates voted against slavery in Oregon 
but ironically they voted 8 to 1 against allowing negrcesto live in Oregon. 
The measure was never enforced and was soon repealed.3ltho they still couldnt own land 

With slavery being made illegal in Oregon, the Uffice of Indian Affairs 
took it as the cue to round up all the Indian slaves in the Territory and place 
them on Reservations. Un the coast, the big one was at Grand Ronde-Siletz and 
there were4000 unhappy souls there. There was a Grand Ronde in ~ eastern 


Oregon and that caused some confusion, 
RESERVATION GRAFT 


The Indians had already had the rug pulled out from under their feet before 
and now on 31 October 1892 a treaty agreement between Reuben Boise, William 
Odell, and H. H. Harding on the one hand and the chiefs and headmen of the Ind- 
ians on the other, was made that coaxed the Indians into giving up 200,000 acres 
of old-growth fir for a paltry $142,000, It was worth billions. Odell would 
later be involved in another rip-off deal when he raided Oregon school lands for 
their timber. - 
Grand Ronde-Siletz Reservation was closed in 1925. However there are still 
many Reservations in operation in the Pacific Northwest. The Indians are not 
required to live on the reservation as it is optional. Canada also has consid- 


erable land set aside for Indians and they call such land'Reserves' there. 
SURVEYS 


With Congress having given Uregon territorial status in 1848, the settlers 
didn't have to be "squatters" in’'no mans land' any longer, They were settlers 
in a territory and after the-Homestead Act was passed in 1850 they could file a 
claim on their land. 

But it isn't legally definitive to say " I own the land between that there 
creek and that there alder tree". 

There are: two main methods of describing a piece of land. If the area is 
platted then lot number, block-number, addition name, city name, and state gen- 
erally suffice. For ruralland the government has laid out and surveyed a check- 


erboard of squares across the nation. 
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The columns of this checkerboard running north and south are called 
townships and the rows running east and west are called ranges. ‘hese big 
squares are alsocalled townships and they in turn are subdivided into squares 
called sections. The sections of land are roughly one mile square. Since 
an orange peel cannot be laid flat on a table without tearing it, all of 
these terms have to vary in size from being a perfect checker board. Now 
these ranges and townships require a reference point themselves. The north- 
south lines are called meridians and the east-west lines are called base 
lines. Consumate accuracy was necessary to bring these reference Base lines 
and reference Meridian lines out west from those started in the east. It 
was super aizficul?°survey over mountains, across wide rivers, thru dense 
forests, and around lakes. A miniscule off 1n 1000 miles becomes enormous. 
When the survey wasfinally brought west on 4 June 1851, a marker was placed 
to establish the Willamette Meridiam and the Willamette Base Line. At first 
the spot was marked with a wooden stake with a 'hub' tack on it but it was 
soon replaced with a better marker and is now called the "Willamette Stone" 
It lies in North Portland, up by the TV towers. As might be expected the 
Stone has been vandalized a time or two, 

ilow at last the government had the capability of giving homesteaders 
title to their land. 


FERSONAL CLEANLINESS 


It is not ordinarily a subject of parlor discussion but the matter of 
personal cleanliness was one of huge proportions to Indians and settlers 
alike. There certainly was no toilet paper out west in the early days and 
the pioneers used bracken fern sword fern, corn cobs, or best, the fine bran- 
ches of a hemlock tree because hemlock needles lie flat. When historians 
sifted out the contents of the 100-year old pit toilets at Fort Vancouver 
they found berry seeds and were much perplexed to see conifer needles. They 
thot that the berry seeds were left from: making jelly since they had much 
sugar fromHawaiian tradeHawaii being on the sailing route up the coast. 

It seems likely that hemlock branches were stuck in the ground around an 
outhouse. By the end of the century, Sears Roebuck catalogues were an out- 
house staple. To this day, people in treeless, impoverished countries eat 
with one hand underneath the table. The French have their bidets. 

If sanitation was a huge problem to the setlers it was much greater 
than just huge for the immigrants in the wagon trains. At that time the 
germ theory of disease had not yet been proposed, let aloneaccepted. Sick-- 
ness in early times was thot to be caused by witches but then since not 
everyone believed in witchcraft, the skeptics decided it must spontaneously 


arise in damp places, In the wagon train days, people didn't know why 
sickness occurred. 
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With the constant shortage of water and the large wagon trains, dust and 
dirt became the name of the game. The wagons took their turn at being the 
first wagon out, They preferred to stay in the rut to save their draft animals. 
Untrammelled prairie or grain field is very bumpy and uneven but after a few 
wagonscrush out thelumps it becomes quite smooth--and dusty. As a result of 
all this dirt and lack of sanitation, cholera and salmonella swept thru the 
wagon trains with the wind. ‘he pioneer museum in Tacoma estimates that 
40,000 people died on the Trail. 


GROWTH OF THE COUNTRY 


The 1840s brought rapid developments in the Warrenton area. During this 
decade the area acquired government, schools , churches, and lots of people. 
An enterprising man named Henry Hunt brought all cf the iron pieces needed 
fora sawmill in a wagon over South Pass. Then when he got to the coast he 
found that he could have bought it all from the British at Vancouver--for a 
price, of course. Mut he used his own. With the help of Ninian Eberman, 
Talmadge Clifton, and a Mr. Wood they set up a sawmill atClifton in 1844 using 
a high waterfall on a creek that became known as Hunt Creek. They built a 
30 foot overshot water wheel and a detailed descriptionwas given to the Oregon 
Historical Jociety by Silas Smith. The mill used more than one blade set ina 
rectangular frame that reciprocated up and down. Thus they sawed more than one 
board at a time. The mill could saw about 4000 board feet a daywith a little 
qualification, The boards were only 5/8 of an inch thick and the days were 
long days. They probably squared a small tree into a cant and then sawed flitches. 
The name Clifton could have started with this crew.: Soloman Smith is credited 
with operating Harald's sawmill on the Lewis and Clark River in 1851. 


FRE FUBLIC SCHOOLS : 

Free public schools didn't reachOregon until 1851 and that wasthree years after 
Congress declared it to be U.S. Territory. In 1843 the Provisional Government had 
mentioned free public schools in a wistful whisper and Joe Meek had collected a 
few dollars in taxes in the Willamette Valey, but it takes more than pennies and 
whispers to make free public schools. It takes shouting and big bucks. 

The first schools in Clatsop County were financed by subscription and were 
small, local, 3 month, ungraded affairs. Finding documentation of these private 
schools for a handful of students taught by a lay person in a one room log cabin 
is not easy. With Soloman’ Smith, W. W. Raymond, and H#lmira Raymond, all teachers, 
in Warrenton before 1845, there must have been private schools then too. He thina 
Owens taught school in the Presbyterian Church in 1860 with 16 students for $2. per 
student for a 3 month term. On the following pages a description of several schools 
on the Plains is given by a 13 year old girl. 
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Uv. Oxepon.| 
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Pays Peochwus . 


The migrating pioneers intheir prairie schooners moved 10 or 15 miles a day 


as they journied from Independence fissouri up the Flatte River, over Sorth Pa, 


down the snake and Columbia ltivers to the Barlow Trail, over the toe of Hount Hood, 
and into the upper Willamette Valley. But Western Uregon was covered With forests 


of huge trees and dense brush that were impassable for a wagon. 


* 


It would not have been practical for the wagon train ploneers, who were 7 


or 8 months on the Trail from Independence, Mo. to stop and build a scow for the 
journey down the Columbia from the Willamette River mouth. Ndrecord was found 
of anyone lashing logs to the wagonside for flotation. The soaking would ruin 
their wagon wheels and the currents are strong at the mouth. There were sail 
boats that ferried wagons to the coast for a fee, which most immigrants didn't 
have. There was no road to bring a wagon from Uregor@ity to the Coast until 
late in the nineteenth century. There was a trail-like road down along the 
Yamhill, Salmon.. and the Nestucca Rivers and they then «. picked their way up the 
beach at low tide,somehowgetting around Tillamook Head. Frost said all pioneers 
bound for the coast came this way for 15 years. See trail map page 114. 
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LsDIAN ATTACKS. 

liaving crossed the plains under constant fear of Indian attacks, Indian 
uprisings were still a matter of great interest and concern among the settlers. 
There were no attacks on Warrenton settlers. But there was Indian action 
elsewhere, namely,the Cayuse War of 1848, the Rogue River War 1851-1856, the 
Nodoc War in 1873, the ties Perce in 1877, and the Yakima and the Piute-Ban- 
nock War in 1876. .0 wars but the Apaches were still raiding as late as 1900. 

In Warrenton, one Indian killed one settledat the time of the first heth- 
odist Nission, An Indian killed a cow of Bethina Uwens-Adair. ome Indians 
burned a barn at Vak Foint--all of which happen now-a-days without any Ind- 
dans, licLaughlin ordered an Indian village at Tansy Foint bombarded with 
cannon because he thot that the Indians had massacered a ship-wrecked crew 
but the matter was hotly denied. in U.H.W. 33 160 there is mention of building 
a block house in Uysterville during the Clatsop-Tillamook ‘uprising'. #lbridge 
Trask built a fort in Tillamook in the 1850s and several families lived in 
it for a while but the Indians never attacked. The block house at Fort Van- 
couver is still extant. 

In later years, Indians were forbidden to stay overnight in Astoria, 
mostly because of pilfering. Under early law, white men could not be punished 
for offenses committed against Indians. In 1858 Uregon had 2000 soldiers 
and 16 forts. Eleven of these forts were garrisoned, At that time there 
was a pack horse trail te Salem that started a 1/4 mile or so west of Elder- 
berry Inn. The purpose was to move troops and not Immigrant wagons. The 
Dalles was a training ground for several Civil War Union generals, namely 


Sheridan, Grant, and Sherman, 


The following small display ad appeared in the ORBGON SPECTATOR news- 
paper 18 Uctober 1849 p 3c 4 
lotice CAYUSE WAR CLAIMS 
The Commissioner on 'Cayuse War Claims' will commence his first session 
at Uregon City on the first Monday of liovember next, for the investigation 
of claims against the late Frovisional Government growing out of thdCayuse War. 
A. A. Skinner Oregon City 18 Uct 1849 i 


in 1850 Major Hathaway had a company of Artillery in Astoria and complained 


that Astoria was a miserable place to serve. 
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THS DART TREATY 

On 9 August 1850 Anson Dart, who was the Superintendant of Indian Affairs 
for Oregon Territory left Oregon City for Tansy Point. L. Lea was U. S. 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs in Washington D. C. He asked Dart to ar- 
range a Treaty with the various tribes in the Northwest so it could be pre- 
sented to Congress. Dart took Henry Spalding, the local agent, and J. L. 
Parish, the local sub-agent, along for assistance, At Tansy Point Dart 
engaged W. W. Raymond, a homesteader, as interpreter and he also rented 
Raymond's cabin for an office and for living quarters. The settlers were 
homesteading on Indian land and it was necessary to have some sort of an 
agreement before hostilities broke out. Ten bands of Indians sent represent- 
atives who signed the treaty after considerable negotiations. Actually the 
Indians were considerably tardy in coming to Tansy Point, When Dart asked 
them why they were tardy, the Indians said that they didn't want to give a- 
way their land under any conditions, In the end the Indians gave their 
name and signed their name with an X, a method commonly used even among 
whites at that time. The ten bands who signed the treaty included the Lower 
Band of the Chinooks, The Kathlamets, Waukikum, Killamooks, Clatsops, 
Wheelappas, and those from the Rogue River. 

The Indians were to be allowed to use the land and the shore lands, to 
use timber for houses and firewood. A whiskey dealer named Washington Hall 
was to be removed from the area. The United States agreed to pay each band 
of Indians an annuity of two thousand dollars for 10 years in the following 
manner: $ 400. in money, 50 blankets, 30 woolen coats, 30 pairs pants, 

30 vests, 50 shirts, 50 pairs shoes, 150 yards linsey plaid, 250 yards 
calico,250 yards shirting, 20 blanket shawls, 300 pounds soap, 3 barrels salt, 
50 bags flour, 300 pounds tobacco, 20 hoes, 10 axes, 30 knives, 70 cotten 
handkerchiefs, 2 barrels molasses, 400 pounds sugar, 30 pounds tea, 10 each 

8 quart brass kettles, 15 ten quart tin pails, 30 pint cups, 30 each 6 quart 
pans, 30 caps, one keg powder, All of the above to be in good condition 

and to be delivered to Tansy Point. 

Up to this point every thing was fine and dandy, But the treaty was 
never ratified by congress, no goods were delivered to the Indians and the 
settlers continued to encroach, 

Finally, 120 years after signing away 2 million acres of fine timber, 
thru court action the Indians got a final judgement of $ 48,692. less costs 
of course. The Indian Claims commission had paid the Chinooks and Clatsops 
combined $ 26,307.95 on 24 August 1912, Then court costs took a big bite, 
there was $ 989.97 in legal expenses, 10 % of the award for attorney fees, 
$ 16,097.12 for appraisers fees, a debt of $ 12,500. borrowed from the U. S. 
government at 5 1/2 % interest to pay back, plus an unspecified amount to 
Dr. Herbert Taylor, anthropologist. There wasn't much left, 
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In his letter of transmittal of the treaty draft to Washington, Anson 
Dart made some interesting comments. Taken out of context for brevity, they 
may be given as follows: 

" " These Indians are unlike the Indians in other parts of our domain. 
They are industrious almost without exception, I have found them anxious 
to get employment at common labor and willing to do work at prices much below 
those demanded by whites. The Indians make all the rails used in fencing 
and at this time do the greater part of the labor of farming----- therefore 


--they should not be removed from the settled portions of Oregon-- 
---if possible----~' ‘The poor Indians are aware of the rapidity with which 
they, as a people, are wasting away (and) on this account could not be 


persuaded to fix a time beyond 10 years to receive all of their pay for their 


lands------' They are fully aware ‘that they can be killed and exterminated---- 
but they cannot be driven from the graves of their fathers------ » When an 
Indian is sick----~-- he must eat salmon or nothing----- very few recover from 


sickness. During each treaty session the entire band was present, men, 
women, and children alike. And they listened in rapt attention, ' " 


As an aside it can be commented that Congress also pulled a flakey deal 
with the re-located Japanese in WW II. The problem in each case was that 
there was that there was no opportunity to'pork barrel" a project since the 
Indians didn't elect any senators. 'Pork barrel' votes\have been the name 
of the game in congress, 


The U, S. army was supposed to protect the settlers from Indian van- 
dalism and if depredations did occur an adjustment was to be made by the 
Indian Depredation Claims Commission, Generally no adjustment was made an d 
the total paid was small. 


Around 1970 a group of around 8 or 10 Indians gathered at Tansy Point 
by Plant 2 of Bioproducts. One of the group appeared to be speaking to the 
others. The group placed a light weight stake,with a 2 foot by 2 foot 
square piece of plywood on it, in the ground. The plywood had some writing 
on it and a piece of typing paper that also had writing on it was attached 
to the plywood, The Indians departed and left the placard. It is possible 
that they were formally asserting claim to the land, After the bulletin 
weathered a few days in the open it was removed by the author of this writing 
and is giver on the next page. 

The Clatsops did not have a written language so their words do not translate 
readily but to a first approximation the words they typed at the bottom of their 
bulletin can be given 

Okoke Illahee Kopa Tchinouk Tllahee 
This land (was taken) from Chinook land 
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TC HINOUK 
INDIANS! 


Ten (10) Treaties made with the Tchinouk Indians and nine bands of the Tchinouks. 


In these Treaties there is ceded to the United States, (upon ratification of the Treati: 
all the country from 30miles north of the mouth of the Columbia, to south of the mouth c 
the Columbia river extending more than 100 miles, and extending 60 miles up the Columbiz 


zon both sides, including a tract of more than 3 million acres. 


The Treaties hold true as they read, for they remain unratified, with hunting and fishir 


There were reservations for our people, included, in our treaties, they included an age: 


shons, health and education facilities, Within a year, these lands were occupied by wh: 


In the 1860's the Tchinouks were extermingted and/or removed from their lands, The Unit 
-States Army did the exterminating and removal, sanctioned by the settlers whom conside: 
themselves a far superior civilization, They naver had to even consider legal Indian Le 


Qvmership. The missionaries held the same attitude towards the Tchinouk Indians. 


No settlements were ever made with the Tchinouk's; to this day: and they are discriminat 
against by brother Indians, and white-men alike. They also suffered rejection by the Bur 


Of Indian Affairs, for being Tchinouk Indians in 1957. 


123 years we have we have struggled, and in August 10th and llth, of 1974, returned to c 
ancestral homes to re-claim the lands, ‘Tansy Point, near Warrenton, Oregon, is only one 


point in question. 


TAN SY POINT, OREG. 
OCT 1213-147 | 


We claim rights to hmnting and fishing, payment for resources stolen, industries put upor 
change the name of Astoria Bridge to Concomly Tyee, Okoke illahee kopa Tchinouk illahee. 
5621. Altamont Dr, Klamath Falls, Oregon Fh. 43 
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Altho the Warrenton settlers had a shortage of grain, they did have 
alternatives. They had much salmon to barter and always aware of the long 


winter up ahead they didn't over look any bets. One man shot migrating 
swans, pickled them in barrels, and traded some for flour. Soloman Smith had 
built a grist mill for Ewing Young in 1839 at Vancouver and that mill was 
doubtlesssly a trading center for grain, On the 'Trail' the women had ground 
wheat with their little handsturned coffee mills but that was mostly passtime. 
Now the days weren't long enough for that. With a mill-stone they could 
exind grain with a horse that walked in circles about the stone while hitched 
to a yadial arm attached to the stone. The stones were two heavy discs a 
yard ‘in diameter with the top disc having a center hole and a funnel for 

the grain to enter, Then the the flour fell off into a tray around the 


bottom stone. This was whole-wheat, unbolted flour. It was coarse and grainy 
and it didn't make top-flight bread 


Y 


Horse turning a millstone. 


At the Kansas Agricultural Museum there is a turntable for six 2-horse 
teams that was once used to power a threshing machine, That museum also has 
an ingenious device to shorten the iron tires that surround the wooden wagon 
wheels. You see when wood gets wet it swells and if that wood is rigidly 
contained it crushes itself a little when so-swelling, Then upon drying 
out it shrinks to a smaller size than it was originally. Soaking the wheel 
rim, or felloe as it was called, in oil will not swell the rim back to size 
but it will resist water uptake in the future, The iron tire compressor at 
the Kansas Museum consists of two sets of gripping teeth spaced about a foot 
apart; then there was a long handle to force the pairs of teeth together, 

Of course that section of the iron tire would would have to be heated in a 
forge to a sparkling heat first and probably several sections of the rim would 
have to be compressed a little in order to be effective. Fierce determination 
would be required tocompress the 4-inch tires of a heavy wagon. Some wagon 
trains carried punches to make holes in the tire for drift pins. Then it 

was possible to hammer on a shoe to smash the iron into a smaller circumfer- 
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ence. The loose iron tires could not be bolted to the felloe but they could 
be wired-un to hold until they reached the next fort where there would be 

a forge. In horse-days, shoeing horses was an on-going occurence. Sometimes 
a horse would cast a shoe, but if not, then maybe twice a year the shoes 
would have to be ripped off the hoof, the hoof rasped down flat and the shoe 
nailed back on again. This whole operation required a forge, anvil, tongs, 
special nails, rasps, hoof knives, hammer, ropes, twitches, no small amount 
of know-how, and the innate ability to handle horses. Oxen were shod also 


and their shoe had to be in two pieces for their cloven hoof. 
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Back to the loose tires on the wagon wheels, the Platte River was a 
notorious stretch to lose wheel tires. Another problem that the wagoneers 
had were lost lynch pins. The early wagons had a wooden pin that dropped 
thru a hole in the hub and a hole in the axel to keep the wheel on the axel. 
If the wagoneer stopped in a stream for the horses to water, at least one 
wheel in the whole train-would be positioned just right for the lynch pin 
to float up thru the hub hole and be lost. So the wagoneers were advised 
to carry extra lynch pins. Later, the wagons were built with with the axel- 
ends shod with iron skeins that had a threaded end. An axel-nut was threaded 
on to axel end with the wagon hammer which was a spanner wrench that served 
the dual purpose of being the pin that fastened the doubletrees to the tongue. 
No one ever forgot and drove,away with out it. 
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John ii, Shively opened a post office in his residence in Astoria very 
soon after he was appointed post master on 9 Har 1847. Un some old maps 
the name GRAINAH is printed on the Warrenton area without designating a 
particular spot. Jay Uoffee said that a boat builder whose name was Graham 
had a yard on the Skipanon near 2nd and Anchor in Warrenton and that the boat 
yard was a distributation point for mail. No record of Graham being a post 
office was found but in those early days of 'make do' it might have been a 
sub-station, Jay said that when he first saw the yard in 1906 it was very 
old, rotten,collapsed, and overgrown. 

LEXINGTON 

in 1848 a man named W. Hall platted and sold lots in an area adjoining 
the Skipanon and across Main Street from the Grade School Road. He didn't 
record the plat untili9Spril 1854; in 1879 the plat was vacated. 1t was call- 
ed Lexington and for a while it grew in importance as a center of trade. 
lt had a post officefrom 28 kovember 1849 until 24 February 1854, had farm 
produce stores for John Wirt and for Josiah West and had a few houses. 

For a year or so, it was the County teat and Book Une of the County Commis- 
sioners cites Lexington on the date line of 1 December 1851(that's right, 
they met officially in a place that wouldn't be nameed officially until 3 
years later). 

The Court met in the homes of John Wirt and other men, with William Hh. 
Gray as Judge and R. Ncluwan as Clerk. After a year or so the County Seat 
was moved to the residence of Vavid Ingalls in Astoria, and then a few years 
later an unimposing structure would be built for a Court House at the site 
of the present one. ‘The present Court House at 8th and Commercial wes built 
in 1904, Iron rings still remain in the curb on the north side of the pre s- 
ent Court House so, if you wish, you can tie up your horse there next time 
you're at the Court House, There is no charge for using the rings, 

How in 1849 there were only 250 people up in ‘Stump Town' so for a 
brief interval, very brief indeed, Warrenton could have been as large or 
larger than Fortland, Uh, if a person-with tongue in cheek-counts people 
in anarea of similar size, or something. 

The present Court House in Asteria is archaic and quite antiquated but 
the tax payers cast a fishy eye on proposals to build a new one. The vaulted 
ceilings make heating difficult, the quarters are too smail for the staff 
or the documents, the stairways are dangerous, the retro fit elevator is 
antique, and the three-story arrangement is awkward. But it's going to be 
there for a while. 

The marble stairway treads were worn by loggers caulk boots before the 


commissioners forbade them in the building. 
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Clatsop County's First County Court House 


Clatsop county’s first county: 
seat, the town of Lexington, is 
scheduled to have a permanent 
marker, according to a recom- 
mendation made to county com- 
missioners Monday by the 
County Historical Advisory 
Committee. 

The exact site is somewhat in 
doubt since the commissioners 
under the provisional govern- 
ment met at the homes of var- 
jous residents in the vicinity 
of the U.S, 101 bridge across 
the Skipanon river, 

David Ingalls and Samuel Mc- 
Kean were the county commis- 
sioners who met on the rainy 
morning of Dec. 1, 1851, in 


the home of David Pease to 
select a Durham cow as the 
county emblem and issue papers 
of naturalization to Fred Katch- 
um, arecentarrival from Cana~ 
da, William H, Graywas named 
presiding judge, 

Lexington had been known a8 
Lower Landing, Big Bend and 
Skipanon prior to adopting the 
name of Massachusetts town and 
was a busy place in 1851, a rival 
to the small village which was 
growing up across the bay on 


the site of Ft, George, 

The county commissioners 
continued to meet at various 
homes in Lexington until Aug- 
ust 4, 1851, when they voted 
to meet at the home of David 
Ingalls in Astoria until further 
notice, 

Three years later, Ingalls 
was named to procure plans for 
a court house and construction 
bids were called for to be sub- 
mitted atthe September session, 
A tax of three mills was levied 
to pay for the new building, Job 
Ross was paid $70 inDecember 
for clearing a lot at Benton and 
Squemoque Sts, (8th and Com- 
mercial) and the contract was 
awarded to J,P, Miner, 

Miner failed to posta bond and 
the contract passed to Conrad 
Boelling, early Astoria hotel 
man, wha completed the frame 
building in September, 1855, 
Boelling was paid largely in As— 
toria city lots. 

The building served faithfully 
until 1904 when the commis- 
sioners of the day awarded a 
contract on January 5 for con- 
struction of the present sand~ 
tone courthouse, 


YeLLOWBAHK 

There was an election at Yellowbank in 1845 but the location is unknown, 
vince several of these voters are known to have lived out on Clatsop Plains and others 
right in Warrenton, it seems probable that the high yellow sand bank that 
one sees upon going up the Skipanon by boat, near upper Anchor Street, is the 
‘bank' in question. The election was whether or not to adopt an amended version 
of the Organic Laws of the "Provisional Government’. The 16 men voted forth- 
rightly without the decorum of the Australian Ballot. 

Therewas much fumbling around for a name for this area. It was called 
Clatsop Plains, Yellow Bank. Big Bend, Upper Landing, Lower Landing. Wirt Hotel, 
Lexington, Tansey Point, Flavel, Warrens Landing, and Skipanon. 

Ilwaco, across the River, also went thru several names, being called Cap- 
tain Johnson's Ranch, Whealdon's Ranch, Unity, Pacific City, and finally in 
1852 they settled on Ilwaco after an Indian Chief. 

Bessie Robinson, Mrs. Quincy Robinson, said that the name Skipanon evolved 
from the name Skippernarwin which meant crooked snake in Clatsop, The name has 
appeared in many spellings and finally a cartographer put in the spelling 
Skipanon on a map and it was readily accepted. At that interview with Bessie 
Robinson she also said that she knew Kate Juhrs and Kate Juhrs' mother and that 
Kate Juhrs' mother used to go to the beach almost every day to dig clams for 


sustinence, 


According to the U. S. Census Schedule for 1850,there were 462 people in 
Clatsop County and outside of a few at Olney and Astoria most of these were on 
Clatsop Plains. 

The Settlers were able to grow food for themselves and for their animals 
but still there were many things required besides food and these many things 
required hard cash. Things like schools and churches and tools and clothes and 
on incessantly. The people on’the Plains were mostly on a barter economy, 
partly because they had no cash income and partly because there simply was no 
coin. 

Some lucky finds of gold in California, Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Colorado, 
and else where brought hard cash relief to many areas. The most famous of the 
strikes, of course, was in California where gold was first found on American 
River at Sutters saw mill. This was somewhat north and somewhat east of Sacra- 
mento in January 1848, In 1849 almost 100,000 people converged on California 
and more followed year after year for the next decade, This brought a huge 
crunch on the food supplyas many of the 49ers were destitute wagon train immi- 
erants. 

Some of the Clatsop Plains settlers recognised the opportunity that existed 
for shipping food to the wealthy but hungry area. 
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Guessed profile of the Pioneer 


SHIP PIONEER 


Robert S. McEwan had had some marine experience of some sort. Tom Owens 
was a planner as evidenced by his being a county sheriff and county clerk. 
Elbridge Trask was an impatient doer. Lawrence Tibetts * and W. T. Perry 
were both gung Ho for building a boat. So, together, they did just that, They 
built a small 2-masted schooner in the Graham ship yard on the Skipanon River 
in 1850. The site was where 2nd and Anchor would be in future Warrenton, a block 
or so from Main Street. They called it the "Pioneer", 

They could haye obtained sawn timbers from the Hunt sawmill and possibly 
also from Harald's sawmill on the Lewis and Clark river. The Hunt saw mill was 
15 miles up the Columbia from Astoria. 

Since the name Graham appeared on an early map and since Jay Coffee said 
that it was the name of an early boat yard, plus the fact that the registration 
gave Skipanon as the building site, the building site of the Pioneer is fairly 
well pinpointed. We can assume that there were some woodworking tools and a 
lofting deck in the Graham yard, The Skipanon is small or shoal so we can assume 
that the Pioneer was small, let's guess around 40 feet in length. The boat was 
a schooner so she had to have a keel but she probably used in-board ballast. 

The frames would have been sawn of Douglas fir and the strakes were probably 
steamed and bent in place. The fastening were probably sheared by hammer and 
chisel from a mild steel plate. The fastenings could have been galvanized by 
dipping in molten zinc after the nail heads were swaged by hand. The stem-rab- 
bit and the bearding line could have been cut with chisel and felloes plane. 

There were no ship chandlers in Warrenton in 1850, However since quite a 
few boats were built on the Willamette, there may have been ship chandlers there, 
The ads in the Oregon Spectator indicate that the stores in Oregon City were 
well provisioned. It takes a marine-oriented store to stock such items as turn- 
buckles, chain-plates, cleats, anchors, and instruments, Then they needed sails, 
ropes, roving cotten, putty , paint, and pilot house glass, We can hope that 
their shopping list was complete. It was a long way over South Pass to the Misr 
sissippi River. 

The Oregon Spectator Newspaper in Oregon City in 4 October 1849, 18 Oct 1849, 
and 2 May 1850 carried news about the ship. It was built in Skipanon in the winter 
of 1848-1849, It had a displacement of 63 tons, was a two-masted schooner, it 
sailed for California in 1849 and was named the Pioneer. 

ONE HUNDRED PER CENT PURE UNADULTERED..SPECULAT ION 

The following.sketches are guesswork and the Pioneer is guessed to have been 
a little over 40 feet long and a little over 10 feet abeam. A displacement 


ton 1s 35 cubic feet. Why don't you draw some squares and see what you have 
when you come up for air? 
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With Ncefwan as captain and the other men as crew, the Pioneer sailed for 
San Francisco, her cargo being farm produce, The cargo and even the boat itself 
were sold in California at an attractive price. The men returned to Clatsop 


Plains except for Lawrence Tibbetts who fell 111 and died on the return trip. 


The first boat built in Oregon was the schooner Stacof Uregon City in the 
winter of 1839-1840. Another early boat was the General Lane of 59 tons built 


at Linn City, cleared at Astoria Customs and sold in California. The Schooner 
Milwaukee of 22tons was built in Oregon and was reported in the Columbia River 
by Astoria Customs 8 Mayl849, The 37 foot Morning Star was built at Tillamook 
and launched 5 Jan 1855, then wrecked in Juan De Fuca in 1861. The Columbia 
was a 90 foot side wheeler built at Astoria in 1849 by the Frost Brothers. It 
was steam powered and ran freight and passengers between Portland and Vancouver 
for 10 years. Then it ran between Astoria and Portland until it was replaced 
by the well known Lot Whitcom which was a faster boat, 

After 1860 the Oregon Steam Navigation Co, dominated the Columbia River 
with a fleet of boats for 40 years. The Wide West was the epitomy of luxury with 
feather beds. 

In the 1900s the Harkins Transportation Co. was in competition to the rail- 
road so speed was the word. They made Portland in 4 hours and touched several 
ports for freight and passengers. They had a unique routine at the ports of call 
They didn't tie-up, they only held their boat to a float with a strap held by 
hand to a piling, A deck-hand had been dispatched to scamper up a steep ramp to 
a dock, There he lowered a ramp,that had a pintle-chain conveyor on it, to the 
float. He also started a so-called Z-engine which was a one-lung Fairbanks- 
Morse gasoline engine that has often been called 'the workhorse of the wes 
By now the freight had been off-loaded from the boat and stacked on a two-wheel 
hand cart, The deck hand pulled the hand cart behind him over to the conveyor 
chain where an occasional hook on the chain engaged the axel of the hand cart. 
Then after scampering up the ramp ahead of the moving cart, the deck hand left 
the freight unattended onthe dock, stopped the engine, shoved the cart down the 
ramp, hoisted the ramp up again with a crank, returned to the boat, and the 
boat sped away, 

CANVASBACK 

Around 1980-85 some individual Seventh Day Adventists built a 70 foot 
catamaran in Hammond and named it the Canyasback, it had a skin made of 
3/16 inch aluminum Plate welded together, and the wing was fitted out with 
dental and medical facilities. The boat made several trips to the South 
Sea Islands and furnished some dental and medical care to the island inhabitants, 
The professional staff flew down and back. 


A. C. Wirt was in the 1844 emigration and, on erriving, he first built a 
cabin on the Perry, Trask, and Morrison complex on Clatsop Plains. Later Rev. 


Lewis Thompson acquired the cabin when he was teaching school, Then the gold 
bug bit A. C, Wirt and he headed for California. He brought back $ 3000. in 
gold dust tho,and settled on the Skipanon at Usper Landing. He and his 2nd 
wife Susan ran a hote], of sorts, since it was at a point where walking began. 
The hotel was usedas a polling place at election time and as a courthouse for 
Judge Strong. Over the 25 years that they ran the hotel they added a livery 
stable so there would be transportation to the Plains. At the hotel, butter 
was $ 1,50 a pound, potatoes % 6,00 a bushel (about 50 lbs) , very poor sugar 
$ .50 a pound, meat 35 ¢ a pound, meals $ 1.00, board § 16 a week. 

The Wirt Hotel was: built in 1858 and altho it has been remodelled a few 
times it is probably the oldest structure in Warrenton and is located at 13th 
Street S. E. and Anchor Street. It was probably built with lumber from the 
Hunt mill at Clifton because the 8 inch boards are only 1/2 or 5/8 inch thick, 
they are unplaned, and the ragged saw marks on one side of the board exactly 
match the saw marks on the other side of the board. The Hunt mill was the first 
local mill and was powered by a 30 foot overshot water wheel. Silas Smith wrote 
a lucid description of it for the Oregon Historical Quarterly, It had a gang 
of parallel jig saws and sawed several boards at once, The boards weren't 
one inch thick but if so it could have sawed about 8000 board feet a day and 
to a first approximation that is about what the Wirt house will have in it. 

Altho the house was vacant and unoccupied for a while around 1970, in the 
1990s it is occupied and in good repair despite its' age of almost a. 
century and a half in a wet climate. There is a sign board in the yard that 
proclaims it to be an Oregon Historic Home. 


Houses at that time were not spacious. At a museum near the Kelso-Long- 
view bridge-on the Longview side-there is a cabin that has been restored. 
The 8 by 10 room was bed room, kitchen, and living room combined. The Lindgren 
cabin at Cullaby Lake is a little bit more spacious and it has the parts for a 
two harness loom. Clothes have a way of wearing out and cloth for patching was 
preclous--just plain two-harness tabby of any color patched thingsup. ‘Bethesda 
Owens-Adair yearned for a cloth for a dish cloth. Property was sold with the 
back of an old envelope used as the instrument of transmittal, Letters were writ- 
ten on wood. The first local paper was made at Young's River falls with a stone 
grist mill and the stones are now at the Clatsop County Historical Society. 
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NORTH CLATSOP COUNTY CLAIM HOLDERS 


Name Claim Ne. Name Claim No, 
Adair, John McEwan, George 
Aiken, Henry S, McEwan, Robert 5. 55 
Anderson, Hans McKeen, J.H. 
Bartons, Jonathon Martin, Joseph 
Beerman, Frederick Moffitts, Tae We 
Blodgetts, Enoch D.C, Montgomery, A. 4g 
Browns James Morrison, Robert W. 46 
Browns, John Mottley, Obediah C, 37 
Burnside, David Munsells, David L. 
Callender, Philo 39 Olney, Cyrus 42 
Coes, Jacob G. ; Pease, D, &, 45 
Cook, George W. * Powers, Freeman P, 48 
Condit, Alva . 38 Rameys, Daniel C, 
Crows, E, C, ; Raymond, WoW. Ay 
Davidson George i 39 7 Savezy, Brian 54 
Eberman, Ninian A, 49 Shane, Franklin D, 47 
Elder, Joshua 50- Shively John M, or 


W J 
Geathardt, Prilip elahy, James 


Shortness, Robert 


Giletis, P, W, 50 2° 

Gray, W. Hy wa Smith, Saml. C, 

Halladay, Wells D, C. Smith, Soloman Lo 

Hobson, John Stevens Charles 

Hobson, William ho Tallman, Samuel 

Jewitt, John ho Taylor , James 

Judson, Lewis H. 48 Taylor, Luke 

Kindred BG, 46 Thomas, John 4 

Latty, Elizabeth Thompson, = Lewis As 

Latty, William Tuis, Isaac 

houk, Jeffersom J, Tuller, Jeremiah 43 

McClure, John Wallace, T. W. 51 
Wirt, ie 4 


SCHOOL LANDS FRAUD 

When one stops to consider the aches and pains that schools undergo 
at present, 1t is not difficult to fancy allthe aches that schools had in their 
formative years. By an act of Congress on 14 August 48 Uregon territory was 
created out of land that was vociferously or vaguely claimed by England, Russia, 
Spain, and the American Indians. Atthat time sections 16 and 36 of each township 
were set aside as a source of school revenue despite the fact that there were 
as yet no meridians or base lines to tell where 16 and 36 were. In 1849 the Oregon 
Territorial legislature lost no time in enacting a law that Oregon should have 
free public schools supported by taxation and revenue from school lands. Revenue 
from the school Jands was called the Common irriducible School Fund at first but 
later the word ' Irriducible' was- dropped from the term. 

As far as taxes were concerned, in 1855 John Adair, as an example, had prop- 
erty assessed at $ 1700. and he paid a total tax of $ 18.00. This was distributed 
as follows: School tax $ 1.70, Territorial Tax $ 2.55, County Tax $ 12.75, 
poll tax $1.00. In 1859 money was distributed from the Common Irriducible 
School Fund for the first time. 

The administration of the school lands, sections 16 and 36 of each township, 
was to be the perogative of the State Land Board on a state-wide basis. The 
State land Board is composed /of the Governor, the Secretary of State, and the 
State Treasurer and the revenue from the "School Lands' was to be apportioned 
to the counties; then the counties were to distribute their funds to their various 
school districts. 

It doesn't take most people long to grasp the idea that a section of old- 
growth timber is worth more than a section of sage brush. Some rip-off artists 
got that idea real fast too and they devised a scheme like this: They sought 
out some indigent people and then for a little cash handed under the table they 
persuaded them to file for homesteads on timber land. A cabin on wheels let them 
live on the land for one night. Then a little paper work and the fake homesteader could 
sell. the land to one of several shysters, The shysters sold it again to fin- 
anciers and each made a pot of dough. A. B. Hammond, Weyerhauser, and James 
J. Hill were all involved, In 1913 A. B, Hammond was sued for $ 211,000 by the 
U. S. Government for illegal timber but the case was settled out of court for 
$ 40,000, on 10 Feb 10 Feb 1913, 

Their schemes had many refinments. Often ''n kind' land was traded for the 
valuable timber land--with the help of some crooked politicians (some of whom 
went tojail). The most of this happened during the first years of this century. 

The ‘in kind" land was also called 'ind-mnity' land and they didn't formerly 
call the trees 'old growth' but rather'yellow fir' because the heart-wood of a 
large fir is reddish{second growth) while the wood puton as the tree became older 
had a definite yellow tinge. 
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One of the rip-off artists . wrote an excellent and incredible story of his 
schemes and escapades from his prisoncell. There are two copies of his book in 
the Oregon State Library. The name is 

Looters of the Public Domain 


by Steven A. Puter 
1908 Arno----Reprint in 1912 
call number 333.16 Puter 


The book has lots of suspense in it and at times you wont lay the book down. 
So, questions arise about the school lands in Warrenton: Where were they, 


what happened to them, and did a rip-off hurt Warrenton? Fort Clatsop National - 
Memorial lies very clas eto if not on Section 36 in our Township of 8 North by 

10 West. Almost all of Alder Creek, which lies between Warrenton and Hammond, 

is within section 16 of 8-10. Oregon State Law has always allowed school land s 
to be exchanged for 'indemnity' lands--ie lands of equal value. Brallier 

Swamp is listed on 1934 maps as being schoolindemnity lands. They were exchanged 
jJegally and they are very valuable to anyone wishing to raise low cost mosquitoes 
but wet lands are considered a valuable area today so they wouldn't be drainable 
today. Of the parcels of land that the State Land Board administers; for the 
schools, one is at Smith Point Astoria and the other is on the shores of the 
Skipanon near its mouth. The money from these leases does not go to Warrenton 
directly but rather it goes into the State Irriducible School Fund and Warrenton 
will get a share from it when it is divided up. The Common Irriducible School 
Fund was, abrillient idea when first concieved but they failed to set up adequate 
controls that would keep the crooks from getting their sticky fingers on it, 
Warrenton did not sufferany direct loss, all the schools in the state suffered 

at the same time. How we wish we could roll back the clock! 


This was written on a corn husk with blue berry juice as an example of 


pioneer make-do when there was no paper and ink 


ae ‘ard es 
FIRE STATION : ‘ © 


Art Knight Fire Chief @ 
Bob Hedner Acting Mayor 

C, Clifford Barlow City Manager 

Bill Wallingford Town Marshall 


Wooden spokes, detachable rims. Some date the picture as about 1937. 

The Stutz Pumper given in the 'Fire House' booklet of the CCHS was 
first sold to Warrenton but when Warrenton couldnt keep up the payments 
it was resold to Astoria. Good thing it was, it was used during the great 
1922 fire that burned all of downtown Astoria and then kept them going for 


weeks after that. They wore the Stutz engine out. 


SCHOOLS 


In territorial days it toox the dounty Commissioners a while to get their 
act together because they had to start from scratch with no guide lines. It 
was like starting a new and expensive business. 

On} July 1854 County School District No. 1 was organized in Astoria altho 
its' boundaries extended clear out to Olney, Shortly thereafter, on 1 October 1854 
District lio. 2 was organized on North Clatsop Flains and it was «=» 3 called the 
Morrison School. On21 October 1854 a school was set up at Del Moor, at the 
South end of Clatsop Plains,and also at the South end of Cullaby Lake, and this 
school was called the Clatsop School and was registered as School District No. 3. 
School District No. 3 was amalgamated into the Gearhart District and then the 
Gearhart District was absorbed into the Seaside district No. 10. The Clatsop 
School building is still extant and sometimes is used asa dwelling. 

The boundaries of the school districts are quite a legal matter and a bound 
ledger in the County School Superintendant's office contains the bounds. There 
are about 42 districts in the county now, the word ‘about' is used because 
some districts straddle county lines- 

School District No. 2 Originally extended from the “South Clatsop Plains 
Northward to the Columbia River and had a building called the Skipanon School 
located somewhat west of Warrenton High School. The Polk Directory lists this 
school in 1887, 


In the Astorian on 7.Mar1878.a report on schools at the end of a term 
gave this information: District. 


School Numbes™ Enrollment 
North Clatsop Plains 2 37 
South Clatsop Plains 3 27 
Fort Stevens 6 21 
Seaside 1o “38 


Enrollment and attendance were most definitely not the same since the students 
attended school haphazardly and only attended school when so inclined. 

In the District 2, Skipanon School, in 1893 there 49 students enrolled during 
the 6-month term. The ages ranged from 5 to 20 in the ungraded, one-room, one- 
teacher school. Compared to the 49 children attending school, 18 school age child 
ren did not attend school at all. Imagine the frustration of the teacher with 49 
children in one room, no grades, each child progressing separately and alone , 
several subjects to teach, and the AVERAGE daily attendance only 39 o/o. 

“Let's see, where was What's His name studying last week, No, it was 2 weeks ago 
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DISTRICT CLERK'S NOTICE OF OFFICERS ELECT. 


Tor: Sf Li reece 


County School Superintendent, 


Ele BER County, Oregon: 
Lf 
You are hereby uotified that the ofticers of School District No-2~. of & beta de 


County, Oregon, for the ensuing year are us follows: 


Sir: 


NAMES. 


DIRECTORS. 


SS 


‘The amount of the Clerk's bond is $ LAPD, - 


‘The sureties are « Hl. Pe ee ee 
ea Bd they sill> 


2 Chairman of dhecling. 


Neri: Whe Clerk serving wp tothe gnmuat meeting a the First Manik iw March of exch yee, will fll out the above blank, and the 
rain ail 


elf sign (Land forward ta the Comaty Schoul speriatenslent 


“REMARKS 


mcs 


Canty Sckeut “garde interes Weyh Sh 


ANNUAL REPORT 


—or— 


| 
School District No. .4 


For the Year Ending March g * 1993 


Signed: 


a 


Ee a ee ae 


District Clerk. 


8@7This Report must be made out and submitted 
to the Directors and citizens of the District at the 
cegular annual meeting of the District, beld on the 
first Monday of March, and. all corrections necessary 
sball then be rade, and the Clerk shall then Gle his 
original Report in his office, the same to be and remain 
as part of the permanent records of his oilice, blauks 
for this purpose being found in the District Clerk's 
Book of rds, now furnished to all District Clerks: 
by the State Departmentof Public Instruction through 
tlte office of the County School Superintendents. ‘The 
Clerk sball then immediately forward a certified copy 
of his Annual Report to the County Sebool Superin- 
tendent, whe shail file the same in his office. [See 
‘Subdivision 5, Section 54, Oregon;School Laws.) 


filed this. day of ..... ray LEG 


i 
| County School Superintendent. 
: 
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“DISTRICT CLERK'S ANNUAL DUPLILALE KerUn | 


To the County School Sup't of bot : 


Skipanon school 


County, State of Oregon. 
Sir: 


T herewith transmit to you, as required by law, the Annual Report of the Schools in 


District No. 2— in your County, for the year ending the first Monday in March, 189 3. Title IV, 


Sections 42 and 54, of the School Laws of Oregon. 


1. Number of resident persons between five and twenty years of age, Delongihg to the District at date of this Report... 


1. Number of Tenehers employed ducing the year holding Thied (rade Certificates... 


|. Hatinated value of School Houser, Inciuling School House Crowds 


. Katinated vaine of Apparatus, ineiuding Maps, Globes, 


7. Amomuit of Tisiennee on School Hause or other Sehiool Property’. 


})-Nuniber of Schon! Houses built during the year... 
1. Number of School Houses in tly District, 
Un your Sehtoot furnished witht svitalle Recoe Hooks? 
. In your School furnished with Webster's Uuahrislgedl Dictionary 7... 
1. Number of Legal Vatera In the District for School purposes. 


. Total per cent of taxes voted aud levied during the year. 


sane, | 


Sumber of resident pupils enroited i Public chute slyeing the year between (our and twenty years of age. 


niher of resident pupils in the District enrolled in the Public Schools under six years of age during the yea 


ther of resilent pupils attending School qutside of thé District during the venr ... 
tAvernge daily attendance during the Schnal Lerm ar year... 
Number of Teachers emplagedl fi (he Mubtic schowls of the District during the year... 


Teachers employed holding Pirst Grade Certificate 


Number af Teachers J during the venr hnteing Seon 


| Gente Certifienten.-. 


Number of Teaetives emaplayest divi the your hobting Permits. cow 


Number of Children wot attending any Selwned during the rear, between 


Number nf Teachers employed iu Vrivate Selinniby 


1 District sting the year. 


Number of pupils eneaited in brivate Schools in the Distefct during the year. 


TOPAL 


GENERAL. STATISTICS. —Cow: 


DOLLARS, 


nated value of Schont Furniture hel 


ring to the School House... 


rts, School Tablets, ete .-- 


tAverage amnnnt of saliry paid Male Teachers per moutit dhring the yenr. 


tof salary paidl Female Tenchers per 1 


cunts, 


GENERAL, STATISTICS —Contiwurn. NUMMER. 


Numnher of months Mubtic Sebnol tweht Haring the year 


ber of months rivate Schools taught during the year 


Number of Private Schools. 


stat 2k tented ducte the ere foe china 


Lilla desir 


Pee cent. 
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Soaeral Memtat Avittinetie 


Sritten vei 
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inary Geography 
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sonury Uivitedd States History: 
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for ‘Teachers’ wages during the year 


ine the yenr for venulre avy Schoo! Houses anit premises 


4 juni for fuel and ther necessary inchlental 
Mt pail for District Clerk's xervices during the year. 
Ament phid focstusueanie Mirae Mie peae = 
Amit paid out for all other Schoo! pmieposes diving the year eeeeses- 
{otal ammn paid out daring the year for atl Scho! purposes in 


Uhe Mistriet Treasury at the thine af wating (is Heport 


y Arithmetic, Mental. aud Written mer 


Grammar, Language Lessons 


VINANCIAL. 
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nf Sehwl Rooms diiing Hie year 


Sebo Huse ds 
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1 Treasurer (rum the appartionment of the State School Fund during the year.. 


Dollars. 


Cents, |! Dottars, a 


ie District . 


*NRANCHES TAUGHT. 


Natural Wistory.. 


Compositi 


Swinton's Model Blanks. 


Physiology nud Itypiene. 


Natural Phitosophy. 


‘Algebra - 
Yucat Music 


English Literature. 


Letter-Writing « 


Popular Selects. 


Drow! 


% 
Rotany. 


Astronomy 
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CLERK’S ANNUAL CENSUS REPORT. 
Qe zBniel 


tea fon: sell pry pores in the este fob, fr | 
nt era 


When District so. 30 was formed on 2 Feb 1892, aportion of original No. 2, tb), 
all of it, was joined with the ‘Warren’ schools to. . form it. Hammond #6 was 
organized on25 April 1859 but it was called Fort Stevens District No. 6 then. On 
18 Jan 1960 Hammond No, 6 was consolidated with Warrenton No, 30 to form Warrenton- 
Hammond District 30C; the Plains down to Cullaby Lake had been joined to Warrenton 
No. 30 on 4 Aug 1948, S. D, No. 3 was joined with Gearhart on 1 July 1949 to make, 
S. D. No. 15C and 150 joinedSeaside No. 10 to make 10C. 

The ungraded Skipanon School in S. D. No.2 and the graded Warren School in 
S. D. No. 30 were both in operation at the same time. In fact the enrollment 
increased at the Skipanon School to a point where a second building was erected. 

Using extrapolation, which 1s always risky, the population of ‘Warrenton’ in 
1890 was 200 and in 1899 when it received its' charter and reallybecame an area by 
name the population was around 300. 

In the Skipanon School in 1892 the teacher held a second grade certificate and 
was paid $ 60. amonth, Athat time women teachers were paid ten dollars a month 
less than men teachers, probably partly because of supply and demand and partly 
because some of the larger boys presented a physical chalenge to the teachers. One 
fifth grade dropout said that he didn't like his teacher so one day he slapped her 
in the face with a wet skunk hide, ran out the door,and never returned to school. 

Silas Smith, the school clerk, was paid $ 61.50 for the school year. The 
school received $ 59.78 from School District tax for that year, $ 439.56 from 
the County Treasurer, and § 84,10 from the State school Fund for a total of } 546.99. 

Since the school was ungraded, class size was almost meaningless, There wa 9 
one student in Bookkeepng, 48 in Penmanship, 1 in Algebra, and 16 in written Arith- 
metic. There was a total of 19 classes taught that year. 


Clatsop County School Superintendants 


Nrs, O.H. Byland- 
lia Anne Lewis-- 
£878 
1884 Emmet Towler- 
--1887 Richard Knotts- 


Shively---------~ George Long-- 
Se Ne Shively 1891 Richard Laughlin-: 
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From a layman's viewpoint the Warrenton School District's revenue, is roughly 


° [o source cry 19> 
4307 County Property Tax 
30.7 Basi¢ Schooi Support 

Zoe Interest on cash on hand 

1. Common School Fund 

2. Gd. Serv. Dist. Equalizn Funds 

1.8 Misc. Game Admiss, lunch fees 

1.6 County School Fund from timber sales 

2.8 Prior Years Taxes 

2.0 Tuition from Non-resident Students 


It can be seen that every one of these figures is highly volatile and 
that, tho ball park figures, they don't add up to 100 o/o. 


During the 1850s , as the subscription schools were replaced with uniform 
free public schools,the people became somewhat inured to taxation for the schools. 
But when the time came to add high schools to the free public list, a great hue 
and cry went up from the ranks of John Q. Public. The tax moaners aren't complaining 
about the high schools per se now but they do think that any social study is quite 
beyond a basic high school curriculum. The ecomomy of the day is such that the next 
logical step of having tuition-free community colleges seems somewhat distant, 
It seems that at poll-time every year the fate of a school tax levy is as uncertain 
as a coin-toss. The population of the United States, being given no choice about 
paying state and federal taxes staunchly resistsany attempt to deprive them of 
their opportunity to vote No ona school levy. They don't want the school burden 
shifted from the archaic property tax to a sales tax because their chance tospike 
a tax, any tax, Would be lost. 
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SHORTAGE OF COINS 

During the days of the Provisional Government the settlers were hard put for 
coin money for trade. During the days of the Mountain Men, fur was traded to 
‘The Company' for the supplies needed. But the settlers didn't have lots of furs 
so theyused deer skins, buck skins, as a barter medium. However not everyone 
had acess to buck skins and those who didn't complained. The Provisional Govern- 
ment thereupon declared that wheat was legal tender in trade. To this very day 
one hears a statement like this "I paid five bucks for this hat" and we know exactly 
what is meant. But if someone said "Ipaid a bushel of wheat for this hat" we'd 
say "Run that by me again, will you.". 

The shortage of exchange medium didn't last for long however because gold 
nuggets from California, Southern Oregon, Eastern Oregon, and Colorado soon were 
plentiful. However this in turn created a new problem. First they had to be Weighed 
and that meant finding a nugget of justthe right weight. Gold nuggets, however 
are not 100 o/o pure gold but,rather, are always alloyed in nature with some other 
metal, often silver or selenium. Consequently the color,the weight, and the value 
of the nugget varied greatly and they were all mixed up in the leather poke that 
people carried for gold. The value of the nuggets, then, varied from a high of 
$16, a troy ounce to a low of $ 11. a troy ounce. The natural tendence was for 
the person doing the receiving to discount the purity of the gold by estimating its 
value from its' color, The scaleswere suspension balences and required a proper 
counterpoise weight to evaluate the nugget, Let's hope that the counterpoise weight 
were always proper--but don't bet the rent on it! 

This led to the next step as the "Provisional Government’ decided to mint 
coins to ease complaints about weighing out gold dust and then estimating its’ 
purity. The coins were to be in 5 and 10 dollar denominations, were to have a cameo 
beaver on one side and the year, territory, and value on the other, The dies for the 
so-called 'Beaver/coins were engraved in the east and two mistakes were made on the 
$ 5. piece. The gold yas not assayed and the coins were made overweight and varieti 
in assay and color, About $ 30,000. was made of each denomination. The coins were 
minted in Oregon City and the dies are supposed to still be in the office of the 
Secretary of State, 
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Rare gold coin heads for 
Roseburg museum 


The Associated Press 


ROSEBURG — A rare 1849 $5 gold 
piece which helped the Oregon Ter- 
ritory develop a commercial econ- 
omy has been purchased from a pri- 
vate collection for the Donglas Coun- 
ty Museum. 

Mildred Whipple, Helen Lassiter 
and the Friends of the Douglas 
County Museum have executed an 
option to pay $7,000 for the $5 gold 
piece, popularly known as a beaver 
coin, said Daniel Robertson, 
musetm director. 

A third party bought the coin 
with the agreement it will be sold 
only to someone willing to donate it 
to the museum, he added. 

“It is in essence ours,"’ said 
Robertson. “We just have to come up 
with the money.” 

Though 6,000 of the $5 beaver 
coins were struck and 2.850 of the 
$10 beaver coins were minted by the 


Oregon Exchange Co., fewer than a 
dozen are known to exist today, 
Robertson said. 

One face shows a rather skinny 
beaver standing on a log and the 
other side has the words Oregon 
Exchange Co., 190 g., native gold, 5D, 

‘The coin was part of a collection 
assembled by Victor Micelli, a local 
banker who dicd in the 1960s, said 
Verner "Andy" Anderson, a former 
member of the museum's board of 
directors, 

‘The collection is being sold to pay 
medical expenses of Micelli's wife, 
Christina, Anderson said. 

The lore behind the coin has it 
that Micolli got it in the 1940s from a 
housekeopor, whose family held 
‘onto it after it was used to pay for a 
ferry ride across the North, Umpqua 
River some time in the 1800s. 

‘The beaver coins were minted pri- 
vately by the Oregon Exchange Co. 
in Oregon City. They stabilized gold 
prices in the Northwest at §16.50 an 
ounce and took the region out of a 
barter economy based primarily on 
wheat and beaver pelts. 

‘hey were clumsy to carry 


around," Robertson said of the bea- 
ver pelts, which apparently inspired 
the image of a beaver that graced 
one face of the coin. “The coinage 
was absolutely essential to the crea: 


tion of a commercial economy in the 
Northwest.” 

The beaver coin was minted 
before the territorial government 
authorized its own coinage, Robert: 
son said, 

‘They were struck from gold dust 
brought to Oregon by settlers who 
had gotten in on the carly days of 
the California gold rush, Robertson 
said. Oregonians brought back $2 
million in gold dust from California 
in 1848, he said, 

The gold wasn't assayed, so the 
coins were minted at slightly more 
than proper weight, to assure they 
would be accepted at face value 
despite containing impurities, he 
said. 

“They turned out to be worth 
$5.60 in the eastern part of the coun- 
try," he said. “If you came out here 
in 1850 with $1,000 in your pocket 
and bought 200 gold coins, you 
would have paid for your trip.” 


Oregon Historical Society 
A beaver (left) graces one side of a $10 coin, the larger denomination of 
the $5 beaver coln recently secured for the Douglas County Museum. 


The coins in the picture were struck in 1840 by the Oregon Exchange Company, a private 


company in Oregon City, three years before the Provisional Government was formed. also, 


the land was. not declared by Congress to be U. S. Territory until 1848 so figure that 
one out if you can. 
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TRAVEL 

After the pioneers became established in "Warrenton" on a homestead and were 
proving up their claim, there must have been many who had a compelling reason 
return to the settlements in the east. There were several ways to travel to the 
east before the Golden Spike was driven in 1869 but it was a choice between very 
bad and much worse. One way in 1850 was ‘Around the Horn'. There wasn't any time- 
schedule for the Horn trip but one traveller left Boston December 10th and arrived 
San Francisco April lst. This sailing time would require many qualifications because 
wind-jammers followed wind routes and not the shorter 'great-circle' routes. These 
square-rigged ships could sail from the ‘Oregon River" down the coast to San 
Francisco but they salled from San Francisco to Hawaii to Astoria when northbound. 

A second way to go east was to take a boat as far as Panama, walk thru swarms 
of mosquitoes across the Isthmus to the Atlantic sideto a waiting (?) ship. Later 
there would be a rail road across the Isthmus but it didn't run on schedule and 
was a ‘sometime’ thing. 

A third way was to stage coach it from the Columbia River to San Francisco 
for 7 days and then stage coach it east thru Arizon@ and T 2xas. A fourth Way was 
to steam boat it to Stump-town Portland and stagecoach it over the Barlow Trail 
on the edge of Mt. Hood. The word stagecoach arose from the fact that travel was 
in stages. And How! Even into automobile days tho people used to travel 'by stage’. 

By way of local color arouridthe middle 1800s, there was a Wells-Fargo & Co. 
express station in Astoria at 502 Chenamus (Bond) Street. In 1878 the boat "Katata” 
left Fishers Landing in Astoria daily at 8:30 A.M. for Skipanon Landing. The News- 
papers told of ship arrivals that had fresh fruits and vegetables. And a By-line 
journalist told of how to hatch eggs in horse manure if the obligated hen wasn't 
disposed to do so herself. Telegraph News from the east was a feature column and 
once it told of a man in Reno that was tarred and feathered by Vigilantees for 
selling whisky to the Indians. It took 3 breweries to keep Astoria tonsils wet 
since there was John Hobsons Columbia Brewery, John Kopp's North Pacific Brewery, 
and M, Meyer's Astoria Brewery. Parkers House was an over night Inn right on the 
Astoria waterfront. Upper Astoria and Astoria were separated by uninhabited Scow 
Bay at that time. 


32. Changing the mails from stagecoach to celerity wagon 


From Frank Leslie's Ilustrated Newspaper, October 23, 1858 


A Concord Stage Coach Courtesy Wyoming Gtate Archives, Museum, 4 Historica| 


6? 


There were principally two kinds of road coaches. Une was the relatively high 

weight Celerity Wagon and the other was the famous Con®ord Coachythe latter named 
for New Hampshire where it was first made. The ConCord was heavily built for 
rough terrain and was supposed to weigh almost a ton, There is one in Cheyenne, 
‘one at the Wells Fargo Bank in San Franscisco, and one in Eugene Uregon. The one 
in the Wells! Fargo Bank is maintained in its originalsplendor being painted with 
bright reds and greens and with lights on each Stes The Concord had no metal 
springs but rather the egg-shaped passenger housing” ‘Supported on special leather 
straps on the near ants. Off side. They were called by a peculiar name; 'thoro braces’ 
and each side was a loop of 3-ply 4-inch wide leather passing thru a loopin an 
upright spring on the front axel and a similar spring on the rear axel. Baggage 
was stowed in the 'boot' on the very back of the coach. There also was a railing 
rack on the top of the coach for more luggage or freight or even passengers in 
some cases. The driver rode on the off side of his seat so he could put his right 
foot on the long brake lever on a downhill run. 

The passengers were bounced and jostled unmercillessly as the three pairs of 
horses raced at a gallop across the prairtewithout a road. The nearest pair of 
horses . wan called the wheel horses and they had full harnesqyith backers and 
martingales. The second pair was called the swing team and their double tree was 
hitched to the wagon tongue. The front team was called the leaders and they had 
a chain running back to the wagon tongue. The driver had three pairs of 'lines’ 
that he'milked'as he tried to keep the horses spaced so that they wouldn't step 
on each others front feet as they swung in a circle, Skinning a 6-horse team must 
have required great skill and concentration. : 

At firstthe coaches stopped over-night at way stations for bed and breakfast 
but laterthey travelled day and night because the passengers wanted to get it overwi 
It wasn't an easy way to travel. The menu at the way stations was invariable, 
beans,salt pork,and coffee. The story goes that one passenger complained about 
the lack of variety and was told to help himself-to the mustard. 

The coaches leaving SanFrancisco' oftem carried gold for deposit in the Eastern 
banks so for security asecond man rode outside with the driver. He was said to be 
"riding shotgun' since he carried a shotgun loaded with buckshot which were generally 
three lead pellets about the size of a small pea. 

Butterfield was the pre-eminent stage coach line in the business. It had a 
mail contract with the government as a subsidy, 
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THE COLUMBIA RIVER BAR 


With the onset of the Civil War, Warrenton was in a strategic location to defend 
the river mouth area against attack. The southern states had their hands plenty 
full already without opening a new front but England was sympathetic with the South 
and thereby posed a threat. For that reason the army decided to fortify the Col- 
umbia River, and Fort Canby on the Washington shore and Fort Stevens on the Oregon 
shore were equipped with guns. Fort Stevens was named after Major Issac Stevens 
who was killed in action in 1861. Fort Stevens' first armament wasone 15 inch gun, 
five 10 inch guns, five 68-inch Rodman Rifles, and five 200 pound Parrot guns, all 
mounted in earthern emplacements. The construction of batteries mounted inconcrete 
occurred from 1896 to1904, These batteries were Lewis, Walker; Mischler, Pratt, 
Freeman,Smur, Clark, and Russell. 

Today Battery Russell and the underground tunnels at Battery Mishler 
seem to hold the greatest attraction for tourists, All of the guns were scrapped 
in 1947 and Battery Russell is now just a lot of concrete with a hole in it, It 
seems that a wooden replica of the gun could be made fairly easily. It could be 
pressure treated with creosote to slow down rot and then kept drippy wet with creo- 
sote to slow down vandals who always want to carve their names for people to see. 
There is a companion gun to the gun missing at Battery Russell in a parkat Fort 
Casey on Whidby Island near Port-Townsend in Washington. Uregon Historical Soc, Photo 


The shoreline running south from Point Adams once ran close under Battery 
Russel as is evidenced by the driftwood lying close to Battery Russell. The drift 
wood was. driven ashore at high tide and sand drivenashore after it, year by year. 

The Entrance Bar has made the Columbia River a dreaded harbor 


since Captain Robert Gray lost some men on it in 1792. Scores of ships have 
been lost trying to cross the bar or trying to find the Columbia River Entrance 
The Columbia is a mighty river and the North Pacific storms whip upfierce 
seas. When the ebb tide from the estuary meets the sloppy ocean seas, heaven help 
the boat caught in the middle. When a river meets the ocean it generally turns 
to the right,in the northern hemisphere, and this creates a bar.. 
69 


In 1882 Captain Powell reported the channel depth to the army engineers in 
Washington D.C. " The north channel has remained the ship channel thruout the year. 
It has shoaled from 20 to 19 feet at mean lower low water.. «eeThe German ship 
Fritz, now in port, draws 26 feet when loaded". In 1879 70 steamers, 36 vessels 


under sail entered the Columbia. 

So what did it take to improve the bar situation? They decided to build jetties 
to constrict the Columbia River . mouth enough for it to keep one channel swept 
clear by the river flow. 

* After a certain amount of lobbying in congress, work was started to build a 
jetty in 1884 but building a jetty took some learning first. When a rock is placed 
on the sand it soon sinks out of sight and that caused considerable head scratchIne. 
Finally they tried putting bundles of willow wythes under the bottom rock which 
sounds crazy but it worked. If you have walked barefoot in the surf you may 
have felt the sand eroding beneath your feet as a wave runs. back to the bcean 
from the shoreline. People have been known to fall down in the surf. The willow 
wythes may have slowed down the current passing under the edges of the 
rock. Sometimes the Engineers bound several logs together with swifter wire. 

Getting the rock out in the heavy surf was another of their problems. They 
built twin tresles out from shore and dumped huge rocks between them. Each trestle 
had railroad tracks on it and while a pile driver extended one trestle, flatcars 
loaded with rock were pushed out on the other trestle. Then the two operations 
swapped trestles. All operatiolis were “by power since each rock weighed between 
five and ten tons. 

The rock was obtained from Fishers Quarry about ten miles east ofVancouver 
where 18 China men drilled and blasted them out and they had their engineering 
problems too, Five miles of the South Jetty was built ito years ending inl895 
altho at times all work was spent repairing broken spots. The South Jetty was 
made 5 miles long at first and was ex~ended 2 miles during the Depression. The 
North jetty was built in the period 1914 -- 1917. . Spur Jetty A was built in 1939. 
The jetties are repaired constantly. Once when the South Jetty was in good repair 
it was 80 feet in cross-section across the base, and°30 feet sé4' floor “to érest. 


In 1879 Major Gillespie, District Engineer for the U. S. engineers, reported 
that there were two channels across the bar and that in a single stormy night the 
two channels could exchange places as being the better one to cross. The bar pilots 
at that time towed a farmers disc harrow behind their steam powered pilot boat 
every time they went out to meet a veasel and the tdde was running out, This way 
they lowered the bar a couple of feet. Then the first storm in the fall undid all 
of their handiwork, 

Captain George Flavel watched these incoming vesselswith a glass from the 
tower in Flavel House in Astoria. 
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The Portland District of the U.S. Corps of Engineers, which 
celebrates its centennial Monday, has been building jetties 
since 1879 and in the early 1930's constructed the Columbia 
River South Jetty, pictured here. Railroad cars transported 
huge jetty stone out on twin trestles and dumped the stone 
between, Tine pile driver at left extended the trestle as the jetty 


Ni “i 
ay SE MG? i 
progressed farther into Pacific Ocean, Twenty-five jetties, 
extending a total length of 26 miles, with 25 million tons of 
stone, have been constructed by the Portland District. 
Centennial ceremony at the District office, 2850 SE 82nd Ave,, 
Portland, starts at 1 p.m., Monday. Open house is scheduled 
during (he afternoon, 
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SHIPS LOST AT TH! COLUMBIA RIVER MOUTH 


9 feb 1803 Alsternix 


10 Mar 1829 William and Anne 


23 May 1830 Isabella 
4 Dec 1832 Sea Thrush 
7 Feb 1833 Pescawha 
18 Jy 1841 USS Peacock 
10 Sept 1846 USS Shark 
1848 Maine 
1848 Vancouver 
1849 Josephine 
7 July 1849 Morning Star 
1849 Aurora 
1852 Dolfin 
29 Nov 1852 Marie 
29 Jan 1852 General Warren 
1852 Primrose 
1852 Potomac 


12 Jan 1853 
12 Jan 1853 Mindora 


19 Sept 1853 Oriole 

25 Feb 1854 Firefly 

10 Mar 1860 Delharrie 
10 May 1861 Woodpecker 
27 Jan 1864 Lenny Ford 
16 Mar 1865 Industry 
16 Mar 1865 S. D. Lewis 
5 May 1866 W.B. Scranton 
17 Jan 1867 Desdemana 
5 April 1870 Champion 
20 April 1870 Ellen 

23 Dec 1871 Windward 
11 Mar 1874 Sidi 

28 Nar 1875 Architect 


Feb 1876 Sloop 
Dec 1877 Nimbus 
18 Oct 1879 City of Dublin 
19 Oct 1879 Great Republic 
13 Sept 1881 Rival 
16 Oct 1881 Fern Glen 
17 Nov 1881 Edith Lorn 
21 Feb 1882 Corsica 
9 Jan 1883 Vandalia 
7 Oct 1883 J. C. Cousins 
4 Sept 1883 Queen of the Pacific 
1884 Devonshire 
27 Sept 1885 Cairnsmore 
23 July 1886 Wiiliam A, Reese 
20 Sept 1890 Governor Moody 
29 Nov 1899 Lightship 
15 Jan 1901 Cape Wrath 
9 Dec 1903 Savour 
25 Oct 1906 Peter Iredale 
26 Mar 1908 Klose 
11 Mar 1911 Oshkosh 
13 Mar 1912 Admiral 
7 Jan 1913 Rosecrans 
1 Nov 1913 Kake 
21 Oct 1914 Rochelle 
7 Jan 1928 North bend 
16 Jane 1929 Lairel 
15 Feb 1931 Admiral Benson 
15 Jan 1936 Iowa 
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The Point Adams Light was erected in 1875 and it operated until January 1899 
when it was Closed due to the greater importance of North Head and Tillamook lights. 
The Point Adams Light was situated less than 100 yards north of Battery Russell, 
The 4th order light was two stories above the two story care-takers quarters, 

The building was finally burned in January 1912. 


Point Adams Light in 1875--Courtesy Evelyn Hankel 
First keeper was H. C, Tracy 


When the Cairnsmore was wrecked in 1885 she was pushed near here by the 

waves and then she very soon disappeared in the sand. 
PISHING, THE CHUTE 

Around 1890 but before the South Jetty was .built there was a narrow channel 
from Swash lake thru to the ocean slightly north of the Peter Iredale and Swash Lake 
had an entrance to the Columbia. It ran somewhat beneath Battery Russell and it 
shows plainly on the 1892 Marine Chart of the entrance. Fishemen called it the 
Tillamook Chute because it pointed straight to Tillamook Head. They would coast 
out this passageway in their gillnet boats on to the briny, Then they'd sail, 
that's right sail, their boats around Point Adams back into the river mouth. Then 
they were ready for a long "drift" up the Columbia on the flood tide. When 'fishing 
the Chute' they were always out over night and when a storm blew up in early spring 
fishing they would be out two or three nights. They had special 5-gallon ‘dinner 
buckets'that were about 14 " wide by 18" high and had a lapped lid and a bail. 
They were painted green and when the bar was sloppy they were used to bail water 
from the bodt. The dinner buckets were supposed to be enough for two men for the 


whole trip and either the fisherman's wife or the boarding house cook put in whole 
loaves of bread, whole roast.chickens , and whole pies. See picture page 87. 
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They didn't want to risk a bar crossing when there were cross seas. Oney 
Silver told of the harrowing experiences that his father had related about "fish- 
the chute", Lt was a hard life to live and it's easy to see what inspired the 
song "Red Salls in the Sunset". Mrs. Lawrence Rogers, a lifelong Hammond resident, 
also told storles about her father "fishing the Chute" 

After the South Jetty and the North Jetty were both built the bar virtual ly 
disappeared but the ships still wanted it dredged deeper and still deeper. And 
the sand? Now it went out into the surf and the waves washed it ashore and we'll 
hear more of the sand later, 

The wreck of more than a ship a year for the last ten or fifteen years may 
have motivated congress to buy some of the Kindred DonationLandC laim in 1877 and 
set up a life boat rescue station on the river side of Point Adams. There were 
living quarters fdr the personnel, a building for the boats and gear, a ramp on 
which to Jaunch their boats, and fire fighting equipment to fight fires in ‘town’ 
‘on a strictly voluntary basls. The fire fighting equipment included a hose-reel- 
cart drawn by seven men but we dont know what they used for water because there were 
no water mains at all until 1914, ‘Their boats were stored on wagons ready to 8°, 
and the boats were long enough that several men would have been required to man 
the oars, They also had horses that were trained to rescue people in the surf. 

When the Peter Iredale grounded in October of 1906, the the life-saving crew 
went overland to the wreck, There they shot a grappling hook into the rigging 

and set up a breeches bouy to take the crew off. 

Unlike the dozens of other ships that have disappeared into the sand, the Peter 
Iredale is still there--that is what's left of her after 86 years of pounding surf. 
One theory to explain why she didn't sink in the sand is that she rests on a bed 
of black sand. All over Warrenton and out to the ocean there are deposits of bleck 
sand so the guess could be made that the Columbia ran right thru Warrenton at one 
time. The ocean waves come pounding in and push black,white,and yellow sand before 
them. Then the waves run back off the beach and sometimes the waves leave the heavy 
black sand while carrying back the lighter weight yellow and white sand. The 
black sand is two to three times as heavy as as white quartz sands There actually 
are thre kinds of black sand on the Peter Iredale beach, magnetite, ilmanite a nd 
rutile. The magnetite is a double oxide of the:ferrous and ferric oxideS hooked 
together and it is quite magnetig. A flake of Clatsop County tock. like a finger 
nail,contains enough magnetite and is light enough to be lifted with a childs toy 
magnet. The next kind of black sand, i1menite, contains fertous oxide and titanium 
but reclaiming it frou Peter Iredale sand would not be practical. The third kind of 
black sand at the Iredale is rutile which contains titanium, a metal of the tin 
family that has become important for paint and it has several unusual properties. 
Surgeons use it extensively in repairing “broken bones because bone grows fast to 


pure titanium, Dentists also use titanium to form dental implants for-téeth.: 
mh 


The beach at the Peter Iredale changes some every winter. Some years there 


is a lot of sand on the beach and some years the bones of the Peter Iredale show 


Near the keel of the Iredale, on the inside of the hull, there is re) 


plainly, 
Apparently the ocean salt at that temperature has virtually stop- 


sound wood. 
ped rot. It is not the lack of oxygen because there was sound wood on the fore 
deck as late as 1970. 

The bowsprit of the Iredale fell off due to rust sometime after 1970. Some 
Warrentonians proposaito the State Parks Division of the State Highway 
Department that the bow sprit be mounted on concrete supports in the parking 
Then the bowsprit be filled with concrete that was stain- 


lot above the Iredale. 
This gives concrete the same color that rusty 


ed with iron rust paint pigmient. 


There could be a plaque telling about the Iredale. 
But in the mean time 


iron has. 

The Parks Division was interested and investigated. 
some people from Astoria had secretly siezed the bowsprit and spirited it away. 
The bowsprit rusted away out in 


The Parks Division didn't want to make waves. 


Upper Town near a cement-mix plant. 
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The Peter Iredale in 196 courtesy Tom Hunt and Roble Anderson. 
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_ NEW ASTORIA FIRS ENGINE AL THE READY 
i “at the Life Saving Station 


Life Saving Boat 4n background 


armed 


NEW INDUSTRY 


There are three principal types of soil in Warrenton. One is the 40-mesh 
sand like that at the Peter Iredale and since it won't hold water well ia dry 
summer, it doesn't make very good agricultural soil,altho if enough compost is used 
together with fertilizer, it can be used successfully, Another type is the Sauvie 
silt loam which is very fine alluvial clay from flood waters and it makes good 
agricultural soil. The third type is native clay formed in situ from the weathering 
of basalt. AMAX ‘encountered this hard intractible clay and placed many tons of 
hydrated lime on it before it could be leveled with bulldozers. In the first half 
of the 1960s the. Bunker Hill Company from Kellogg in Northern Idaho reviewed 
the black sand deposits in Warrenton for commercial possibilities. A substantial 
amount of land in Warrenton was foreclosed for taxes “in the Depression. When it 
wasresold at bid on the courthouse steps, mineral rights to theland were retaine/’ 
by the County. They were hoping for oil some day but black sand is a mineral too 
but the property owners turned a cold shoulder to Bunker Hill because any revenue 
from the black sand would not go to the property owners but to the County which 
is always money-hungry. However Bunker Hill couldn't find enough black sand in 
Warrenton to be commercially feasible. And then Sand Island, which isloaded with. 
black sand, was found to have migrated to the Washington side of the state line 
so it became complicated to get. Bunker Hill Company did ship some black sand 
from Coos Bay to Kellogg, however. 

A’vastly larger potential enterprize for Warrenton was given the cold shoulder 
on 28 October 1970 when American Metals Climax sent H. C. Clough, president of 
their Aluminum Division, Amax, to Astoria to explain their proposal to the local 
people. They would ship bauxite and cryolite ores from Australia to a Warrenton 
beach, then send it by conveyer over a half mile to a site behind the airport. 

The plant would cost 130 million dollars of which 10 % would be spent on pollution 
control. The proposed process was to melt cryolite (aluminum fluoride), and 
dissolve bauxite (aluminum oxide} in the molten ore.Then a large current of electri- 
city would be passed from an eléctrode placed in the center of the pot to the wall 
of the fusion pot. As aluminum collects on the anode in the center of the pot, 

the anode is raised from the melt. There would be rows and rows of these pots 

and the pots would be kept hot by electrical resistance. The temperature 

would be almost 1000 degs. Centigrade and at that temperature aluminum fluoride 

is vaporized andcreates, a substantial environmental hazard. However Amax would use 
dry scrubbers and recover 93 to 96 % of the pollutant or around 10 tons a day. 
However that leaves 1300 pounds of fluoride dust escaping a day or a half million 
pounds escaping a year for maybe the next 40 years. Warrenton was picked for cheap 
Bonneville power and of course the local power company is always elated in a case 
like this. There is a process like this in operation at Longview and this scribe 


was unable to see any thing wrong with the environment around Longview. lnviron- 

mentalists solidly packed the Obctober 1970 meeting and Amax had to take their 

allotment of Bonneville power to Umatilla for another try but somehow the Umatilla 

deal fell thru also. vu 
\'ry serubbersare drapes hung in a passageway in a baffle-like arrangement 

end the flakes of dust cling to them nntil they are shaked off. One wonders if 

ihe dry scrubbers couldn'd be backed up with wet scrubbers and then put the ef- 

fluent in the ocean because inorganic non-radioactive pollutants rarely cause 


marine problems. 


Not all rock in Clatsop County is igneous. Thru the geologicalages Clatsop 
County, as in fact most land, has waved up and down with regard to sea level. 
Clam shells were found on the hillside when excavating for the foundation to 
build Star of the Sea School in Astoria. In 1880 a Professor Hopkinson found a 
sedimentary rock on the 'county' road east of Astoria. When he crushed this rock 
to sand-like ageregate, then calcined (heated) it, and powdered it, a hydrolic 
cement was obtained. Some cement was actually prepared on a commercial basis 
and barged to Fortland in slack barrels. However one trip encountered foul 
weather and the cement set up in the barrels.This seemed to terminate the project. 
There is a sedimentary rock at Short Sands Beach that might be of hydrolic cement 
quality. As a high schoolscience project, this rock could be calcined in a self- 


cleaning kitchen oven to see if it would harden to a cement. ©) 


The main Warren barn 


It's time for ), k, to enter the Warrenton scene, Daniel Knight Warren wag 
born in Bath, fh. Yon 12 Mar 1836. Later the parents moved with their four 
boys to Illinois. 1n 1852 the 4 boys joined a wagon train that was hitting the 
Cregon Trail. They reached Stump Town 9 September 1852 and followed the lure of 
gold to the Rogue River but they didn't get rich in the year that they were there. 
Going back to Fortland and then out to Astoria took most of Daniel's money but 
he got a job in the woods and soon set up his own logging outfit. He ran the 
logging outfit for 5 years and then returned to Illinois to marry the girl, 

Sarah Katon,that he'd left behind him. Then he logged in Clatsop County from 
1863 to 4870 and accumulated enough money tobuy 160 acres from the Pease, Wallace, 
and Tuller Donation Land Claims, which comprize 'downtown' Warrenton. He served 
one term as senator for Ulatsop, ‘lillamook, and Volumbia Counties. He seemed to 
prosper at everything he did. 

He built the Warren Mansion in 1884 and also built a huge barn that had stalls 
for 185 head of cattle. However that wasn't enough so he had 3 more barns 
built. When the Skipanon was dredged in 1922,the spoils from the pipeline filled 
up land mithe side of the barn so much that the whole side of the barn was pushed in 
The barn was racked and couldn't be repaired, Hefore the dredging, the Skipanon 
Waterway bore no resemblence to what it is today. There was a bridge or trestle 
running diagonally across the present channel from Bud Charlton's fish house to 
the Warren house and barn. The mansion was something to behold apparently. Anna 
Bosshart worked there as a house maid when she was quite young and she described 
the house. She said that it was"lighted with some sort of gas! One can specu- 
late about what_kind of gas for a single house and the most likely possibility 
would be carbide lights like miners head lamps and the "head lights": on“the ear- 


ly automobiles. The producer gas used in early Astoria was made on a larger scale. 


The Warren mansion has fallen into 
disrepair due to dampness. Some 

of the rooms had decorate ceilings * 
God the early house ihok 


running water, On rare-dccasions 


yon by them. : 
° r b, - 
fron bandinke + Gre Sarah Faton Warren, the beautiful wife 


of Daniel Knight Warren and the mothe 
of George W, Tred 1, Maud and Lucy 
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Genealogy of DANIEL KNIGHT WARREN - founder of Warrenton, Oregon 


John 7, Warren 
Bago 
Phineas C. Warren 
1635 NY - 1912 

Clatsop Co., OR 


provisionally accepted Carrie Warren 


= Oe 
(Charles Lester 


W i 
by Lyle Anderson from a armen C,_Lester 


varlety of sovrces. 
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Susan Elizabeth George Warren Sharles Higgins Founder of War- 
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Michael Murphy George Wright 1836 Steuben Co. 
Holly Ann Warren NY - 1903 Clatsop 
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Alice Garol ports Bodie after 1957 
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Donald David Dana Cheryl m, arah Blizabetl 
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Property of Warrenton Community Library 


ORIGINAL WARRENTON BOUNDARIES 
with 1992 locating sites marked 

3 square niles of land, lakes, etc. 
11/2 square miles of estuary 


=> 
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The explorers couldn't pronounce all of the Clatsop soumds so Ghief Cohaway's 
name appears in several spellings. Some say the Clatsops couldn't pronounce all the 
words, Well, maybe it was that way, Cobaway had three daughters by a Killamook  ) 
wife, Celiast, Yaimast, and Kilakota. but he had no sons. Thus when Cobaway started 
hunting in that happy len? his nephew Tostum was given the nod to take over. 
To.stum. was born sometime a.cound 1825 and he put his X. on Anson Dart's Treaty 
in 1851 at Tansy Foint. Tostum lived on land where the U.S, Army wanted to build 
Wort Stevens but that didn't deter the U. S Army any at all so he moved to Clatsop 
Jlains where he died around 1876, Mrs Bessie Robinson knew Chief Tostum's wife 
whom she said lived across the highway from the Warrenton High School which is 
Clatsop Plains to folks who dort-tlive there so maybe that is where the Cnief lived, 

The Chief's wife Mrs: Robinson’ said; went to the beach every day to dig clams 
because this was her livelihood. She died around 1900, 

Picture-taking was a-borning in 1840 butthey called it daguerro-type then. 
Ky civilwar time photography had switched to silver,and sharp, crisp pictures were 
obtained. There are good pictures of Chief Tostum. Another treaty signer was 
Kotata, who was elected Justice Uf the Peace in Seaside in the late 1800s by 
a handsome majority. 
Chief Tostum . had a son,Baker Tostum,, who was educated,and he also had a daughter, 
Tse-tse-he-loss also called Kate, who worked dai the Warren household, Ww 
Altho Kate herself was a flathead, she was infuriated when she found that her 
motherhad tastened a flatening board to the head of one of Kate's 
children to denote that the child was of royal lineage. Kate married August(Gus) 
Jurhsand they had three sons and three daughters: Henry, Josey,Minor,mary,Christine, 
and Frances Laverne, Some of the childrenm.oved to Portland and some to Lake Os- 
wego. Kate Jurhs was born in 1851 and died of pneumonia in Astoria on 23 Feb 1926. 
Kate was said to be the last of the flatheadsand Jennie Mitchell of Seasideis said_ 
to be the last of the Clatsops, altho ‘she died in 1905, 

Ann Bosshart Tetlow said that when she came to 'Warrenton' ini898 at age 5 
there were two teepees on the hill at 3rd and Anchor, 


THE NAME WARRENTON 

The Warrerton Area has had several trys ata name, Lexington came the closest, 
being the County Seat at one time. D, K. may have had a desire to make Warren a Hotise 
hold word because . in 1896 he offered a free lot to anyone building a $ 1000, 
house onit. He also offered a $ 1000. bonus if that person built a $ 3000. house. 
The ploy worked, In 1899 a group of men met in the office of the Port Oregon Tribune@m® 
l.ewspaper. and voted to incorporate a town. They would soon be granted a charter 
from Salem and the name was Warrenton, Lexington retained its' name. for a while 
but was finally amalgamated ii Warrenton in: the big expansion of 1914. 


Re 


Daniel Knight Warren died 4 December 1903 at age 67. He was quite a guy and 
probably ranks No. 1 among the people Warrenton has produced, Arriving in town 
broke, he seemed to know how to select the right things to work at and then how 
to do the right things to succeed. He became more than just affluent, he became 
influential and raised a fine family. He financed many industries such as log sing 
operations, sawmills, cattle ranches, slaughter houses, retail meat markets, rail. 
roads, schools, and diking districts. He was a State senator, bank president, and 
president of the Astoria and South Coast Railway. He offered A. B. Hammond 1/r 
mile of water front as a sawmill inducement, and posted around 1000 acres of Jand 
as a surety when the Astoria and Columbia River railroad was built. 

There were schools in the area but he wanted one closer to his other enter~ 


prises so at his own expense he had a couple built and gave them to the district. 


THE WARREN SCHOOL 


The Warren School was located a block or so behind the present post officr 
and it was made of surfaced lumber fastened with nails sheared by hand from unga!- 
vanized thin plate iron. Around this building County School District No. 30 was 
formed on 2 February 1892 by using part of the much older School District No, 2. 
The Warren School was graded and, as the population grew, the lower four grades 
were taught in a private home for a bit but then a second building was built. 

It was slightly larger than the first and became known as the Warren Big School 
and the first school became the Warren Little School. The Older students used 


the Big School and the younger students used the Little School. 


Warren Big School 


Watren Little School 
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For a while a 9th grade was added to the ‘Big School" but when more schooling 
was desired, the high school students from both Hammond and Warrenton rode the 
train to Astoria from 1897 to 1917. 

Dr. James Richmond, an M.D. from Wisconsin, was not licensed yet to practice ©) 
medicine in Oregon but that didn't alter the fact that he liked to eat so he got 
a job teaching at the Warren Big School. Thru the window while the class was in 
session he saw a boy fall backward out of a cart and lie motionless on the street. 
iis medical training asserted itself and he dashed out to help the boy but left his 
schoolroom unsupervised. Swelling set in and he died before long but the community 
was sharply divided over the propriety of his leaving his classroom unsupervised. 
Eventually Dr. Richmond went to Coos Bay and they were glad to have him come, indeed. 

The Warren Schools had a boys and a girls privy. The boys privy was located 
nomewhat near the edge of a small pond and the boys kept a fishline and pole stashed 
in the privy. Since it took an inordinate length of time for the boys to 'go to 
Lhe bathroom' or whatever they said in those days --beside holding up one finger-- 
ihe teacher investigated one afternoon after school, and the secret was out. 

In 1914 School District No. 30 built a two-story building and when the time 
came for the students to move to the new building each student- carried his own 
books and they marched.the half mile, two abrest, singing all the way. 

Only the rooms on the lower floor were used at’ first and the high school 
students still went to Astoria. On 10 April 1917 high school classes started being .) 
held on the second floor of the new building. In 1919-1920 there was an average 
daily attendance of 22 of the 32 enrolled. 


The 1914 Warrenton Grade School/High School Q 
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Hammond chool District No.6 was apparently formed in 1859 but no date was 
found for the erection of a school building. They eventually added grades 9 and LN) 
then, like Warrenton,sent the older students to Astoria on the trair prior to 1919. 


om After Warrenton had a high school most childrenpreferred to walk a quarter mile 
from the tracks to that school than to walk nine blocks up hill in Astoria, 
Lawrence Rogers, a pharmacist and one of the owners of Point Adams Packing Company 
said that at one time he volunteered to coach the Astoria High School football 
team for free and that the team paid their own expenses. 


Warrenton High School Curriculum in 1918. 


llours_ J.T, Lee(prin) Hiss Ilda Wasson 
9:00 to 9400 ne nglish History 
9:40 to 10315 Algebra 9 unglish IIL 
10:15 to 1023000 2 ern recesS = =------- 
10:30 to L1;10 Algebra 10 Wnglish I 
11:10 to 11s Geometry Wnglish IV 
11:45 to 12:00 Assembly 
1:00 to L:tto Physics Physical Geography 
1:40 to 2:16 Hookkeeping 1 & 2 Wnglish II 
2:15 to 2:20 recess 
2:30 to 3:00 Teacher Training course Physiology 

oO 3:00 to 3;30 do 


Pupils in the teacher training course also taught one hour per day for senester 
in the elementary grades, ‘Then they took an examination to obtain a certificate 
to teach, Graduates from hormal School were not required to take a further exam 
to teach as depeeed ung taught "on a certificate". In emergency teachers can 
still teach without formal education hours and indoctrination. It is called by 'permit! 
As school enrollment increased an annex of about4 or 5 rooms and a cafeteria was 


built facing the Grade school. About 1950 a High School was built and the Grade 
School started using the second floor of the of the 1914 buil.ing. In the 1950s 


Hammond #6 joined Warrenton # 30 to make # 30C, the Plains already having joined 
Warrenton, As enrollment grew further and the 1914 building grew older, the school 
board had the date 1914 in bold size nailed on the building because its' days were 
clearly numbered. 

In 1980 the 1914 building was torn down and alarger one was built on its' site. 
That year the students were bussed to the vacant Lewis and Clark School building 

@: Astoria's hillside. 

The Barracks building at Fort Stevens was used for District # 30C grades 
7 and 8 from 1961 until the new building was ready in 1981. There was a fire 
in the Barracks School in 1981 that damaged the library and some of the class rooms. 


AQ 


INFLATION 


Warrenton has had its' share of promotion and speculation. The City's charter 
defines the boundaries of the city as touchinglatiers Addition, U'Haras Addition 


and Smith's Addition so these parcels were platted before the city was formed. 

ope springs eternal and things were looking good for Northwest Oregon. The 
Astoria and Columbia River Railroad tied the mouth of the River to the Zastern rail 
lines. The Hill Terminals made a fast connection to San Francisco. The Port 
Docks wereenough to impress anyone. The Pillsbury Flour Mill on Pier one 

was near completion and soon flour and wheat would move in volume out of Astoria 
on ships from all over the world. You've seen the plans of the docks that Harriman 
wants to build, they jut out on that vacant tide land between Young's Bay and War- 
renton. And then there's all this timber. And the salmon is an undying resource. 
Yes, Sir} Warrenton finally has the world by the tail with a downhill pull. Riches 
are almost within our grasp: 

So everyone who owned a cowpasture, and some who didnt, wanted to subdivide 
and sell lots. Build houses and sel lots. And plat the land so that the street 
goes right in front of this house, its' a little catty-wampas with. the rest of 
the housesnow but this is a whole new addition so its all right then. Promotion 
companies were organized. The WARRENTON-MONTANA COMPANY sold lots in Montana, the 
fact that some lots were under water and had no physical surveys didn't matter 
because the people can "just get together and drain them in a case like that. 

It took a long time to get the street cornersstraightened out and the streets 


uniformly named and numbered, In fact, they're still doing it. 
TIDE WATER 
Main Street at First in Warrenton is below sea level at high tide or, more 


specifically, it is about 8 feet above mean lower low water. The moon is the body 
that is chiefly responsible for the tide but other celestial bodiesalso exert some 
influence and when they happen to be in conjunction they all add up. The lowest 
tides are in December and the highest tides are in June, Also if a strong westerly 
wind blows for 2 or 3 days it blows a substantial amount of water onto the coast, 
All of this results in an extra high tide that has reached 11 or 12 feet above MLLW 
and 3 or 4 feet above Main Street. Ordinarily a 10.0 foot tide is considered high 
in Warrenton and any "minus" tide is considered low with -2.0 being quite low, 

So D.k. in 1878 hired chinese labor to build 'hand' dikes as they are called now. 
They used shovels to fill wheelbarrows and baskets. There were many salmon can- 
neries in Astoria and the lower River in tnose days and at each end of the season 
labor was available. The hand dikes werertt high, only 4 or 5 feet, and they were 
built in several places besides the lower Skipanon. D. K. built some along Alder 
Creek, one of D.K.'s brothers built some on the opposite side of the Skip anon from 
Main Street, and John Adair built some out by Young's Bay Plaza. The Adairs said 


that they were fighting the Battle of the Biacific Ocean. Many of the hand dike 
still exist and show Plainly, 
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Since it sometimes rains in Warrenton, the drainage creeks can't buck the 
high tides sothere has to be a check-vaive or gate somewhere. There are wooden 
tide gates at 2nd and Main and opposite the #arren estate, However there are old 
cannery retort doors at the tluvd control dam on the Skipanon and there is a battery 
of 4 gannery doors used as tide gates on Alder Creek. The cannery doors are about 
4 feet square and are hinged at the top. 

Despite all this drainage fuss, Main Street was raised in heig. th once and 
building permits often require land fill. Some of the older houses were built 
four feet above the surrounding groundfor-a reason, 

In the early 60s the Skipanon suddenly drained try. Then in a few minutes 
a surge of water came up from the Co_umbia and filled the Skipanon so full that 
water over-ran the levee at 3rd and Anchor Street and the water ran down 3rd syenye 
to Main Street. It was a Tsunami, sometimes called by the misnomer'tidal wave', 
from an earthquake. This quake was not felt in Warrenton but there was one in 
1948 that cracked some chimnies around town soits' intensity might be guessed to: 
have been 2 or 3. Another one happened in Warrenton about 1954 but was mild tho 
it was definitly felt. 

However meteorologists in 1990 say that because the Pacific tectonic plate 
has, been sliding under the North American Plate for a longtime, we are over- 
due for an adjustment or earthquake. If we had a major earthquake in Warrenton 
gas lines, water mains, electric power lines, sewer lines, telephone lines, chim- 
nies, masonry buildings, bridges and maybe even highways would all be disrupted. 
One-piece, reenforced concrete and small wooden buildings on proper foundations 
seem to withstand earthquakes best, masonry buildings fall apart the easiest. 
Someauthorities advise us to store 5 or 10 gallons of potable water beneath our 
house, The Columbia River cannot be drunk unless it is boiled and we won't have 
any way to boil. it. The fire department trucks would be too busy to haul water. 

Ordinarily Warrenton has mild weather the year around. Seventy five 
degrees is a warm summer day and 85 degrees is downright hot. Some winters hav e 
no frost but a half week of temperatures in the 20s is not uncommon, A car 
should have antifreeze in it good for at least 10 or 15 degrees. 

Int886 the temperature got down tozero and in 1887 it got down to2 below, 
There was 4 feet of snow in-Astoria in 1886, 1887, and 1888 and people walked 
across the estuary on the ice in those years. On rare occasions there are white 
caps on the estuary and sometimes the white-caps are a little hairy. 

Local automobile drivers who are at all cautious and concientious do not drive 
their cars on the ocean beach because the salt water rusts out the rocker Panels. 
None the less, tourist cars practically parade on the beach. One group of tourists 


bought a new car for their trip west. Upon arriving here, they drove their new car 
right into the surf and gleefully sponged off the road grime. 
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THR BIG DITCH 


The land on the Flains north of Uulloughby Lake was once rather swamp-like 
and on 26 Jan 1892 Silas Smith drew up an agreementfor a drainage ditch for 
certain ones of the swamp Owners. 

The ditch was to be 6 feet wide at thebottom, 10 feet wide at the Lop, 
and of a depth to allow continuous drainage northerly into the Skipanon. A threasi 
of a ditch already existed and this enlargement, not surprisingly,came to be known 
as the 'big ditch", It benefited several properties and the cost was to be pro- 
rated between them. Parker West was killed when a cable snapped during the clearing, 


M, M. Goodwin . 
Josiah West... 
D. F. Stafford.. 
Auren A. Stafford 


82 acres James and sther Tayler..90 acres 
+21 acres George pas Roberts . 
24 acres Silas B. Smith.seoey 


72 acres R. W. Morrison... 


+6 acres 


-4 acres 


10 acres 


H.S, Lyman ... 10 acres u. P, Callender....+.....40 acres 


Clara Houghton.. 


In the presence of » 
May H, Smith James T aylor 
W.T,Morrison usther Taylor 
R. W. Morrison MA. M. Goodwin 
Mary E. carrothers H. Carnahan 
G. Wingate E. P, Callender Oo" | 
Mary Wingate 


The ovners were to meet once a year at the Town Hall of the Town of Clatsop 
to elect a Board of Trustees for the coming year to handle affairs in the interim. 
The trustees selected Richard Harry as Wngineer in Charge and C, W. Carnahan to 
do the excavation, We can surmise that Carnahan used horse-drawn slips to excavate 
dirt after he cleared the crab apple, rose bushes, and alder trees from the right 


of way. 
The Big Ditch was dug alright and is still very much in existance. It is 


5 miles long and joins Cullaby Lake with the Skipanon. The Skipanon used to start 
in a swamp thru which Uld Skipanon Creek meandered. In former days environment- 
alists knit their brows about flood control but nowadays they knit their brows 
and purse their lips about conserving wetlands. 

Later some logs were shot (chuted) from Cullaby to the Skipanon in the Big 
Ditch but we don't know if its' use produced revenue or not. 

The Big Ditch runs behind the High School, under a bridge on the "cut-off" 


road, and into the Skipanon about a block or so above the 1858 house. For floo d 
control a dam, with tide gates, was built in the Skipanon about 4 blocks downstream 
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from the 1858 house. Boats can't sail up the Skipanon to Yellowbank any more. 
‘There are 21so some other flood control dams on the Big Ditch and they are main- 
tained by a flood control district. The district also keeps the Big Ditch in main- 
tenance and free of brush. The Big Ditch has several feet of water in it as 
it flows past the High Scuooi and-Larry Baliman's High School biology class 
hatched salmon eggs and released fry in the Big Ditch. 

The Big Ditch is not drawn on most Metsker maps. It. has steep banks 


and is an unsafe playground. 


An interesting possibility suggests itself? The great Red run in Bristol 
Bay in Alaska hinges upon the Kvichak River flowing out of Lake Tliamna, also, 
the Snake River joins with Redfish Lake Basin in Idaho making the cha@iu ‘of orean, 
river, and lake that is required for this fish,which is called.red, sockeye, 
and blueback.Iu'sa 900 mile swim from the ocean to Redfish Lake but the Kvichak 
iver is rather short. 

But here in Warrenton we have Cullaby Lake some eleven miles or so up the 
ukipanon from the braxish estuary. The fish are said to spawn in the lake, not 
in the tributaries, and the fingerlings to spend one to three years in the lake 
hefore going to sea to gorge themselves on shrimp. After two years in the ocean 
they return to spawn and die. Apparently all salmon put on growth in the ocean 
and none grow large in fresh water. 

Could we plant fingerling reds in Cullaby Lake? Is there enough water flow 
for them to find their way out to sea? Could we fight off the hordes of poachers 
at the Big Ditch? Could we maintain enthusiasm for five long years for a trial? 
Can the certain vandalism be controlled? Is it all worth it? But remember, all 


of our fishery stocks are dwindling, sockeyes are a choice fish, and cant is a 


- t 
Gill Net Boat Under Sail 


93 


ASTORIA AND SOUTH COAST RAILWAY 


When Portland became the railhead in 1883, everyone here at the mouth wanted 
a railline from here to Portland. Railroad talk in this area had started in 1883 
when Washington's Territorial Governor had ordered some surveys made of possible 
railroad routes, This whetted interest and Oregon's territorial legislature in- 
corporated four companies to build short lines in Oregon. These first attempts 
didn't progress to physical action and scheme after scheme died on the vine. Then 
some short lines were built in the Willamette Valley. 

Astorians wooed the successful railroad builders such as Gaston, Holladay, 
Huntington, Reid, and Villard. There was overmuch speculation and hasselling 
about routes, subsidies, and rail guages. Huntington was president of Southern 
Pacific and those two names were used interchangeably when making railroad talk. 

When the Astorians couldn't get an accomplished railroad builder to make a 
road for them, they made a stage whisper of a hint of a local subsidy to help 
finance the railroad and this brought out a swarm of promoters who were out to 
make a fast buck, Huntington, the S. P, prex was skeptical about the economics 
of a railroad from Portland to Astoria because he thot that a ship could go up 
the estuary to Portland cheaper than several trains could run up and down the shore. 
He had experience and he knew what he was talking about, Today a freighter will 
not stop at Astoria for a mere carload, it's a full ship or nothing. In Alaska 
6000 to 9000 ton ships do touch port for a single carload, however. 

The local people here knew full well that they didn't have the resources 
to build a railroad to Portland at $ 20,000 a mile but they reasoned, speciously, 
that the opportunity was great and if they could get the first section built they 
could then turn that section over to a builder to build the remaining sections. 


On 11 August 1888 six men: James Tayler, J. W. Conn, M. C, Crosby, E. A. Noyes, 
M. J.Kinney, and A, J. Megler signed articles of incorporation that created the 
Astoria and South Coast Railway Co. for the purpose of building a railroad from 
Astoria to Tillamook and to Fort Stevens, to use ferry boats, to sell real estate, 
manufacture lumber, mine coal, and to operate telephone and telegraph lines. 

The capital stock was to be 750 shares at $ 100. each. 

These people probably knew how to do business all right but it must have been 
trying.times and there does not seem to have been harmony among them. The publish- 
ed accounts of events do not all agree and there was bitterness among the men. 

By years end the Board of directors had been replaced and the directors now 
were: J. Q. A. Bowlby, Alfred Kinney,Brenham Yan Dusen (secretary) , Hiram Parker, 
D. K. Warren (president) ,Isiah Case, James Taylor, and EB. Grimes. 
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Money-crunch probably was the acute reason for this reorganizing. Also. 
they had learned a lot and some of them were probably glad to get off the board. 
The $ 75,000 hadn't lasted very long when they started building railroads so 
they set capital stock at $ 500,000 this time. However they also scaled up 
their plans by aiming for the Willamette Valley instead of Tillamook; and wrote 
down ocean liners instead of ferry boats. 

These directors hired Henry B. Thielson as Chief Engineer and Superintendant,. 
He put a crew of men clearing right of way and they were building a grade by 
December 1888. By March 1889 they let out a bid for ties and on 5 April 1889 
they completed negotiations for the purchase of a locomotive and some rolling 
stock. Three weeks were required to run the locomotive out to Oregon but we 
don't know the arrival date because a train crew from the A & § C had to journey 
back east to get it. 

On 11 May 1889 the first spike was driven. But on 22 July 1889--for the 
third time in less than one year--a new Board of Directors signed amended’ Art- 
icles of Incorporation. William Reid (president), Frank Taylor, D. K. Warren, 

J. W. Case, E. P. Thompson, C. W. Fulton, D. Morgan, J. S. Conn, and M, J. Kinney. 

Now they launched a campaign for funds by selling stock and in this they 


were quite successful. Some of the larger purchases were: 


Guaranty Subsidy Co,------! $ 400,000. C, W, Fulton------ $ 10,000. 
Col. James Taylor--------- 66,666. A. L, Fulton------ 10,000. 
E.. A, Taylor-------------— 33,333. J. A. Fulton------ 10,000. 
I. W. Case---------------- 25,000. F, L. Fulton------ 10,000. 
Elmore Sanborn & Co,------ 25,000. John Fox---=------- 10,000. 
Van Dusen Investment Co.-- 25,000. Norlan & Thompson- 10,000. 
Ben Young=----=------=---= 20,000. T. 0. Trullinger-- 10,000, 


There were long lists Of People buying small amounts of stock. At times 
people bought stock in partnership and some people gave Right of Way in lieu 
of cash. It was common when granting Right of Way, either for shares of stock 
or in outright sale of the Right of Way, for the grantor to demand a ‘flag stop' 
at his residence, and also drainage cuilverts, cattle crossings, cattle stops, 
fences, and stiles, 

By December 1889 they had 1000 men clearing land and building a grade. 
However not once in all this search has any mention been found of ballast or 
gravel to top the grade. They seem to have only scraped up some earth with 
horse-drawn slips and Fresnoes and laid ties without rock or gravel. The grade 
started at Fort Stevens and progressed south, The nearest rock is in Astoria, 
or Seaside or Youngs River Falls and there was no transportation from those placer. 


The A & S.C railroad grade still exists most of the way from Fort Stevens 
to Seaside altho it was beefed up several times by the A& CR, theSPé&s, the 
Burlington Northern, and the Army engineers. Flimsy is the word that railrogd 
professionals would use to describe the A & SC grade. Most railroads have a 
grade of several feet in elevation, but the A & S C grade is only a foot in places, 
And it rains in Warrenton. 

The Locomotive was purchased from the Le High Valley Railroad, which is in 
eastern Pennsylvania, but The engine and the rolling stock were in Pittsburg. 

The engine was a woodburner and bore the number 26. We do not know the name 
of the shop where the engine was built, or whether the 26 is a shop number or 
a road number. Two A & SC men brought her out with the 23 pieces of rolling 
stock, and they would have had tobuy 4 foot cordwood along the way for fuel. 
Wood burners were fairly common prior to 1900. 

They had to use the tracks of other railroad lines so they would have had 
to wait for long periods of time for clearance. When they got to Portland, the 
train would have to be loaded ontoa scow fitted with tracks and pushed by a 
steam tug to the track on the trestlehead on the west side of Youngs Bay, There 
it could be unloaded at a tide of the proper heigth. 

A flat car and the locomotive were necessary for hauling steel rails out 
to the end o' track when building the railroad. The engine pushed the car loaded 
with reils ahead of it to a point where the ‘Gandy dancers' could carry them io 
the final location, The rails probably were not hauled clear across the U. S. 
by the woodburner but they could have been brought in by ship as the A&C R 
rails were. 

Then in May 1890, according to Harvey Scott_History of the Oregon Country _ 
v.4 (1924), the Directors had had enough of dealing with Reid and wished to part 
ways. However Reid and Huntington had shaked hands and signed a Letter of Intent 
for Southern Pacific to build the railroad from Astoria to Portland. Under this 
agreement the directors were to advance $ 200,000. and to pay off their debts 
of $ 175,000. 

The Directors could raise the $ 200,000. all right if it assured building 
the railroad but they wouldn't do business if Reid was involved. However if Reid 
was not involved , then Huntington said he wasn't going to be. If Huntington 
was not involved, then the Directors wouldn't put up the money, And with that 
all plans came to a screeching halt and work on the grade stopped. 

The rails had been laid as far as Seaside. The A& SC had debts to pay, 
had no revenue, had no credit, and sales of stock vanished. They owed money 


everywhere but the creditors had been patient as long as things were progressing 
but now patience was worn thin. The machine shop where No. 26 was reconditioned 
had to have theirs--NOW. 
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GANDY DANCERS: Railroad workers carrying a rail with 
gandy tongs. A hop, a skip, and a jump! 
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So the Astoria and South Coast Railway was sold at sheriff's sale on 26 Fetl892 
Court Order 18 Jan 1892, Judgement Roll 2263, Mortgage Book N, to H. C. Thompaon 
and Frank Fulton in one parcel in the Town of Warrenton--sic ! The ‘one parcel 
r consisted of the Right of Way, track, locomotive, 23 coaches and flat cars, shops, 
structures, and bridges; Deed Book 25 page42. No description of the parts of 
i‘ the parcel was given since it was the only one in the County. 
There were two or three attempts made to reorganize the defunct railroad 
and the names Portland Nehalem and Astoria Railway, and Astoria Seashore and 
Eastern Railway were used but they couldn't breathe life into the line. It was 
a lost cause. One of the attempts was to build a line to Hillsboro. The line 
was to go between Green Mountain and Saddle Mountain. But there is a hogs back 
running between the two mountains and work was started to tunnel thru this hogs 
back. However as usual they ran out of money so they dynamited the tunnel to 
close it. The site is a popular spot for hiking groups liké the Angora Club. 


When the Railroad was sold at sheriff's sale. a Skipanon man rented ona of 
the hand cars from the new owners and pumped the hand car from Seaside to Youngs 
Bay carrying parcels and some passengers. 

An interesting legal entanglement occurred with the demise of the railroad. 
On the very daythat the Railway was siezed, some cordwood was being delivered 
to the yard for fuel for the woodburner. Question:. Does the cordwood belong 
to the woodman or to the assets of the bankrupt railway? 


oO Old 26 was around for quite a while. When the A and S C went broke, Earl 
Stoner, who was the hog, leased the train and ran a schedule to Seaside for a 
while. Part of the time Bert Callahan fired for him and part of the time aman 
named Bartholmew did the firing. They hauled lumber from a mill in Seaside to 
a dock at Flavel and got every 5th load instead of cash payment. The A& SC 
had neither a triangle-turn-around nor a turntable so they ran the engine back- 
ward on the return trip. However it was noticed that lumber seemed to disappear 
from the stack on the dock at Flavel so they hired Hiram Gray, an older man who 
lived at Flavel, to be night watchman. Then soon afterwards lumber was again 
missing. More importantly, Hiram Gray was also missing and was never seen again. 


Box cars in early days were far smaller than those of today. On the smal! 
cars, a brakeman would walk down the top catwalks, that extended the length of 
the car, and jump from car to car. Then, if so minded, he would grab the roof- 
edge with his hands, swing down and enter the car door, He generally carried a 
Billy club and he would shake down the hoboes in the car for anything they had. 
Then he would sieze the lintel of the car door, throw his legs over hishead to 
the car roof, and proceed down the train top, 

The A & S C had some of these small box cars and they sawed 4 square holes 
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on each side of one car and nailed house windows over the holes. They used 
wooden benches for passenger seats, Lawrence Rogers said that the benches 
were fastened around the walls of the car and he spoke with conviction but 
it is not known what the source of his imformation was. The roof of this 
"day coach' leaked like a sieve. 

In 1895 Engine No. 26 was in the lime light again. It was the center 
of ceremonies as they started to build the Astoria and Columbia River Rail 
road from Astoria to Goble. They used it to deliver rails when working on 
the ocean end of the track. Pictures of the A & S C train are scarce as 
hens teeth but there are many pictures of the Astoria and Columbia River RR. 


The Astoria and Columbia River Ry. used woodburners 
too. As can be seen, the diamcnd stack, The cordwood 
fuel car, and the Astoria & Columbia River name are all 
in one picture. Coal burners had a short:straight stack, whereas wood burners 


had to have a large,area-wise, screen in the smoke Stack to intercept burning 
charcoal, 


Rail roads change. At least in 1896 it was called the Astoria and Col- 
umbia River Ry. Then in 1905 Hill bought the line. On 1 March 1911 the Spok- 
ane, Portland, and Seattle Ry. bought the line, In 1973 the Burlington, the 
Northern Pacific, and the Great Northern all merged to became Burlington 
Northern and they absorbed the S P and S, Then Seaside was a money loser 
and railroads were shortening their lines so Seaside was dropped. Next they 
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dropped off Warrenton, In 1990 the train stops at Goble but if there is a 
freight movement, a switch engine from Astoria makes the trip. 

The Astoria depot is a museum now. The turntable in Astoria is overgrown 
with weeds. The rails and ties in Warrenton are all removed. The 4-stall ‘rowni' 
house in Astoria has become a mill pond. The turn-table that was near the depol. 
was not used for the engine barn but was used to turn engines end for end to ra- 
turn to Portland, It was turned by hand--many hands! Lloyd Howell, a second 
generation railroad man, has written local railroad history. 

A car barn was built in Warrenton for the Astoria and Columbia River Ry. 

It had 2 stalls and was situated on the site where Warrenton'’s Sewerage lagcon 
is presently located. It burned at night on 5 August 1903 and destroyed Engine 
Now4. It is not known when it was built, 


DEPOT 
WARRENTON OREGON, 
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When Dick Baldwin first arrived in Warrentonon via S P & S in the late summer 
of 1935, he asked the conductor "Which way is the center of town?" The conductor 
replied "You're init, This is it". So Dick rephrazed his question. "Well! 
Which way is the school then?" The conductor told him "Down that street 4 or 5 
blocks and to your right, Can't miss it. Are you a school teacher?" Dick 
allowed that he was and the conductor said "Welcome Aboard! I'm Chairman of the 
School Board". Dick had been hired to teach the 7th and 8th grades and be prin- 
cipal. Warrenton had a population of about 1000 then but it was growing fast. 


The last scheduled passenger train was in January 1952. 
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FLAVEL HOTEL 


On 1 September 1890 4 men, Sam H. Brown,L. B, Seeley, N. G, Reed, and 
E. L. Dwyer, incorporated the Flavel Land And Development Co. One of them 
seems to have been a Boston financier and the rest were local. 

Because of its' deep water, Tansy Point had long been a notable location 
for shipping, and on a nearby knoll there was a sweeping and spectacular view 
across the estuary to Astoria. Astoria had gas lights then but even so they 
twinkled on a frosty night. Beyond the view, a rail line was being built 
thru Flavel out to Fort Stevens. 

When all these assets were totalled, it was seen that Flavel was an ex- 
cellent place for a resort hotel--a hotel with a potential for being a steam- 
ship terminal. 

It took a while for the 4 men to get their act together--legal, financial, 


real estate, architects, contractors, and details unending. 

Flavel was platted and recorded on July 2nd ari July 9th 1896 (it would 
be vacated 18 July 1949 in an attempt to get the land back on the tax rolls 
after the Depression). 

The street now called 14th Street N. W. was called Ohio Street then. 
Frank Harte and Ralph Beckett were the building contractors for the hotel. 


ochre Free hand sketch made by Art Petersen; 30 years 
after his wife ida worked there 


101 


The Flavel Hotel had its’ grand opening in 1897. The ground floor had a lounge, 
kitchen, dining room, bar and the necessary support rooms. Entrance was by a 
canopy-covered carriage door which they called the Porte Cochére because the French 
name gave it elegance. Actually few people came by carriage sine-virtually all 
patrons came by train or by boat. There was a dockwhere building materials were 
unloaded. There was a row of small stores on the water side of the railroad tracks 
and a covered walkway led from the dock and the tracks up to the Hotel. 

The Hotel was ell-shaped and in the elbow was a separate building that housed 
the wood-fired hot-water furnace that heated the building. With no access for 
fire wagons, even if there-had been some, it was a wise precaution to have the fur- 
nace room detached from theHotel. Water was pumped from wells by two windmills -to 
a storage tank. The Hotel was only one mile from the ocean and dead calm periods 
are short. 

L. B. Seeley's daughter, Queenie, as a bride, lived only a block or so South 
of the Hotel. She said that their house had a very nice bathroom with flush toilets. 

Charles Belcher and Dan Murphy were the hotel managers and they ran the saloon 
and restaurant, There were over 30 people living in Flavel in 1915. 

The 2nd floor of the Hotel was mainly used for guest rooms but there also 
was a large dance hall that had a floor made of 2 by 4 maple. On a wall in the 


dance hall there was a conspicuous brass plate about 8 inches by 36 inches that 
bore the inscription 


LADIES AND THEIR ESCORTS ONLY 


It is not known to which sex the inscription was directed. Probably, " If the 
shoe fits, Wear it " 

The dining room had a walnut wainscoating and a full-size crayon drawing of: 
Captain George Flavel. 

Jay Coffee said that in his youth he delivered meat to the Hotel from his fa— 
ther's store in Warrenton. The road from Warrenton to Flavel was not in the place 
where Warrenton Drive is now but rather it ran adjacent to the railroad tracks and 
on the west side of those tracks. The road was unsurfaced and Jay said that in 
places the road was a fright with water clear up to the horses bellies. That old 
road was obliterated when the W.P.A. put in the levee along the river and only the 
100 foot section at the Alder Creek tide gates remain. 

Not long after the opening of the Flavel Hotel a plank road with 2 planks for 
each side was built northward from Warrenton as far as Flavel. It was made of two 
3X12 planks for each side of the wagon while the horses splashed down the middle, 
People used a lap robe to guard against mud-splash in those days. As for street 
lights, they were off in the future. 
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Hotel Flavel - Bedroom 
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Check-In Desk in Lobby of Hotel Flavel 
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Hotel Flavel Dining Room 
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The float, down on the river,was still there when the Hotel opened. It had 
been used to unload building materials but the guests used it for a while. In 
April 1914 it was replaced with a dock. 


James J. Hill, chairman of Great Northern and Northern Pacific could see 
an opportunity to compete with Southern Pacific for the Pacific Northwest-to- 
California passenger trade. Union Pacific was also in the competition having 
some small passenger steamers named the Bear, the Beaver, and the Rose City 
that plied between Portland and San Francisco. 

Then in 1914 Hill built a huge deep water Stream-side dock in front of the 
Hotel where the float had been. Also, two passenger liners built near Phila- 
delphia and were named after the railroads, the Great Northern and the Northern 
Pacific. They were sister ships, 524 feet long, 12,000 tons, and they could 
reach San Francisco in 24 hours since they cruised at 24 knots. When the assist- 
ant purser went thru the ship singing "All ashore that's that's go'n ashore" , 
900 people didn't get off, they were passengers. During the Panama-Pacific 
Exposition in the summer of 1915 the ships were a howling sucess but after that 
patronage fell dramatically and the Flavel to San Francisco passenger lines 
just stopped. The two ships.were sold to the government at bargain-basement 
prices and were used as troop carriers in WW 1. 

The warehouse and the dock were used for a salmon cannery by Barbey Pack- 
ing Company somewhat later, and Still later a pilchard reduction plant was 
located there. 

Edward Harriman was a financier who gained control of the Union Pacific 
Railroad. Altho he died in 1909, apparently it was hoped in Warrenton in 1913 
that the Harriman interests would also build a steamship terminal in Youngs 
Bay. Some maps in the newspapers of the day show a proposed Harriman Termin-— 
al jutting out from the airport into Youngs Bay. 

When the Flavel Hotel wasn't needed as a passenger terminal any longer 
it fell into disrepair. The Wendland lived there for a while. Walter and 
some of his brothers had quite a bit of Flavel. acreage planted in peas, Their 
sisters,. Ida and Camellia, married a couple of Petersen brothers. Ida was a 
nurse and delivered a baby’for a Mary Hunt in one of the hotel rooms during 
the Great Depression. Walter said that when the County fairs were held at 
the Port Docks, a prize was given to the person raising the longest pea vine. 
He rowed across the river and found a cedar pole in the drift wood on the river 
beach. Then with the pole and lots of TLC he won the prize with a 27 foot pea 
vine. 
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As the building fell into still further disrepair, and was siezed by the Ounty 
for non-payment of taxes, the County Commissioners offered the Hotel to any one 
who would tear it down. A group of men in Warrenton dismantled the building and 
used the lumber to build an Odd Fellows Hall in Warrenton between the railroad 
tracks and Main street on 2nd avenue. A small building was floated in on a scow 
and placed at Harbor and Main but it was little used. Much the greater portion 
of the salvage materials were sold in Astoria and Warrenton. Some of the mat- 
erials were of high quality. 

One small concrete block. was found on the hotel site in 1980but nothing else. 

In 1986 the Martin Nygaard Logging Company pumped river dredge spoils on thé 
hotel site and covered it with 8 feet of sand for a logsort yard. So the Flavel 
Hotel is quite gone. In 1992 a hotel and conference center is being considered 
for construction at the Hammond Mooring basin at an estimated cost of 25 Million 
so it should be quite a shanty. In the Point Triumph Condominium complex in 
Hammond in 1990 there are 5 buildings and each condo has 4 apartments. 

More or less chronologically at this point, aquarantine station was construct+ 
ed across the River in Washington at Knapton, 3 miles east of Megler. Immigrants 
entering the U. S. by boatand bound for the immigration station at Astoria were 
held at the quarantine Station until they were considered safe for entry whenever 
a contagious disease occurred on the passage ship. 


In 1887 Bartholomew and Rachel Kindred sold 3.3 acres of land from their 
1844 Donation Land Claim to the U. S. Treasury Department for use as a Life Boat 
Station. The Station had boats, equipmrnt, a launching ramp, and quarters for 
the personnel, The boats were man-powered, were stored on 4 wheeled wagons, 
and required several pairs of oars-men. See picture on page 67. The rescue 
of people from ships at the Columbia River Mouth is recounted in the book 
"Pacific Graveyard" by James Gibbs, Binford and Morts 1964, 


“The Point Adams Life Boat Station evolved into the U. S. Coast Guard Station 
and that was decomissioned in 1967, The facilities are used by the National 
Marine Fisheries Service for their Point Adams Biological Field Station in 1590. 
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By 1910 the people of warrenton had many things that they were’ thankful 
for. They had a train to Astoria and Portland, they had mail, express, and 
freight,: and they had plank streets in some parts of town. 

But water was a big something that they didn't have, There. were some wells 
but it.seemed to be necessary to go deep in Warrenton to find good water. 

Jake Bosshart's well was 187 feet deep and his children had to take turns 
cranking the windlass just to get a single bucket of water, Imagine what 
bath-day and the day for washing clothes was like. Later some people in 
Hammond used well points for water. A well point is a two-foot section of 
perforated two inch pipe covered with 100 mesh screen, The short pipe had 
a pointed endand was threaded onto a longer pipe that was hammered into the 
ground. 

However the usual method of getting water was to have a rain barrel 
under a roof downspout. With this in mind we can understand the dry humor 
of the sage who said that Warrenton‘s rainfall was ‘adequate', Once the 
water was in the house, that which came from a down spout barrel had to be 
decanted and strained to get the wind-blown sand and road dust plus the 
mosquito wigglers out of it. Of course in those days of no ‘milking parlors! 
all farmers strained the milk from each cow thru a cotton cloth to get the 
mud and cow hairs out before selling it--and yet some peopleeven today prefer 
to have raw milk to pasteurized. 

Some houses had a kitchen range that had a rectangular cast iron water 
tank on the distal end of the stove from the cast iron fire box. The house 
wife would lift a hinged lid and dip up hot water as needed around the 
kitchen. Since the kitchen stove was also used for space heat, the water 
tank was kept at about 140 degrees. 

When baking, the house wife would lick her big finger and smack it quickly 
on the oven door. With experience she could judge if the oven was hot enough, 
say 325-350 degrees , to bake bread. And the bread wasn't burned on top by 
the glare of any red hot electric elements. 

Above the cooking surface on the stove stood a metal cabinet that had 
compartments fitted with doors. The cabinets were used for drying some 
food or parching grain for hand grinding. 

For bathing the usual way was to put a round galvanized washtub on the 
kitchen floor, pour in water heated on the kitchen stove, and step in. Some 
times people sat on a chair with their feet in thetub and a wash cloth in their 
hand. 

Some people made a small narrow bath tub by nailing galvanized sheet 
iron to two short upright planks that..were rounded on the ‘bottom end. 
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There also were commercial zinc bath tubs but zinc forms an insoluble compound 
with soap and zinc bath tubs were difficult to clean. Some people used vinegar. 

A soap of sorts was made by boiling fat in lye water according to a recipe. 

Bathing was not widely practiced in the middle ages probably partly due 
to the lack of facilities and profuse use of cheap perfume was substituted, 
Gradually physicians and hospitals introduced bathing to domestic life. The 
Saturday night bath was apropos of Sunday church, 

For laundry in Warrenton, a ‘wash tub" was placed on two chairs that faced 
each other. Then with clothes and water in the tub, the long suffering house 
wife would rub the wet, soapy clothes up and down the corrugated glass of a 'wash' 
board'. Then the clothes would be wrung somewhat by twisting and hung outdoors 
on a wire line with notched wooden clothes pins. The wash water had a mild blue 
dye added to it to make white clothes appear whiter. 

The knuckles on milady's fingers, just below the finger nails, were generally 
blistered and skinless after this ordeal. To iron the dry clothes, a sprinkler 
bottle was used to moisten them. One of two sad irons was used alternately to 
iron them, one heated on the stove while the other was being used. 


ELECTRICITY 


Astoria had produner gas before it had electric power but the gas had a bad 
reputation and people were fearful. Around the end of the century the Trullinger 
sawmill, located on the edge of Union Town, on the up-river edge, drove a smal] 
generator with one of their steam engines. They probably made direct current and 
they used the electricity to light the sawmill. This worked so well that wires 
were strung from ridge pole to ridge pole of a fey: neighboring hoises’ to give them 
electric lights. 

In these early years the question of direct current versus alternating current 
was- most unsettled, bit alternating current eventually became used universally 
ashore because of transmission problems, Direct current is still used on boats 
because lights can be used from storage batteries with out running the generators. 

John Corse Trullinger operated the electric generators from his West Shore Mill 
for a while and then set up the West Shore Electric Light Company in 1887. Six 
years later he sold his Electric Company to the Northwestern Electric Company and 
before long that became Astoria Electric Company. Astoria Electric built .the 
sawdust fired steam electric plant on the shore of Youngs Bay and that turned into 
Pacific Power and Light Company in 1910. Within the next ten years most of Clatsop 
County was electrified. 

Astoria had kerosine street light at one time and altho Warrenton never hed 
kerosine street lights, Warrenton used kerosine for domestic lighting prior to 1914. 


At dusk some one would get out the lamps, fill the reservoir at the bottom with 
coal oil, trim the corners of the wick with scissors, 
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wipe the soot from the inside of the chimney with newspaper, light the wick 
with a wooden match, and replace the chimney. The chimney sounds like a 
very simple thing but it took centuries to discover that it would give a 
brighter light, wouldn't smoke, and wouldn't blow out. If it were a lan- 
tern, the glass chimney was called a globe. Another lighting device was the 
gasoline lamp. Gasoline was blown up under mild pressure from a reservoir in 
the base, thru a heated tube, thru an orifice, and finally it burned inside 
of one or two fragile little cloth sacks that had been steeped in a salt of 
cerium, probably the carbonate. These cerium mantles gave a brilliant white 
light, not the dim yellow light of a kerosine lamp. When Warrenton was elec- 
trified in 1914, people rejoiced at the light that came from a 15 watt light 
bulb that dangled from a rubber and fabric covered 2-wire cable spang in the 
center of the room. Many wonderful appliances would come later but Oh, that 
light bulb of Tommy Edison--It's hard to beat. 


TELEPHONES 


Astoria had its’ first telephone in 1884 when the the Sunset Telephone 
Company put in two bare overhead wires down two streets for 39 customers. 
That telephone company was bought out by Bell in 1889. The first long dis- 
tance service out of Astoria was initiated in 1899 with Seaside, Warrenton, 
and Fort Stevens. Connections with Portland were established in 1899 over 
facilities shared with Postal Telegraph Cable Co. Western Union had a chance 
to buy out Bell but the directors didn't think that the telephone would 
ever amount to anything. 

On 17 Sept 1899 an exchange was set up in Warrenton with 50 pairs of 
aerial wires with a switchboard to interconnect the lines. There were sev- 
eral customers per pair of wires and they used crank telephones to call 
each other. After every storm theyhad to walk the lines to find crossed 
wires or“lines grounded by fallen trees. In 1914 Warrenton had national 
service. 

In 1914 Hammond mayor E. H. Kuhn wanted to organize a phone company 
to operate from Hammond to Warrenton if the phone company wouldn't do it. 

And as for electricity, Flavel received electric power from Pacific 
Power and Light before Warrenton did. James J. Hill, the railroad tycoon, 
was out to make a go of the Flavel project. So he came down to the coast 
with several news hounds in his private railroad car. The schooners that 
sailed across the bar were pushed by hand and not by the wind. Altho the 
only talking that money does to most of us is to say "goodbye",in the hands 
of a select few it talks with a persuasive charm. PPL built a 22 KV line to 
Flavel, by-passing Warrenton, A little later, power was fed back to Warrenton. 
Then substations were built in Warrenton, and moved a time or two, In 1916 
the Plains was electrified. 
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WARRENTON CLAY PRODUCTS 


Warrenton Clay Products Company was formed in 1917 with George W. Warren g¢ 
president, C. Clifford Barlow as Secretary, and Warren Overpack as manager. 
Barlow was the postmaster and George Warren, son of D. K., was president of Agtoria 
National Bank. The Clay Company plant was located between the Skipanon and the 
end of 7th Street and also between the Mooring Basin and the sawmill. It was 
made of burned clay building tile, was 3 stories high, had 2 beehive firing kilns 
that were separate but close by, and had a large yard to store finished tile. 
The clay was hauled by wagon from a quarry-near Fort Clatsop. The clay was Breund 
extruded, and dried in the buildin F , Drying & Cooling Rooms, “levator Shaft’ 
Clay has very small particle size, a 


holds lots of water, amd is very 
slow to dry. But it must be bone 
dry before firing. Then, the tile 
had a high specific heat and so the eae acct ea pee OR 

tiles were very slow to cool after H 
firing. . 

The plant started making build: 
ing tile but when the world didn't beat a pathway to their door, the plant -started 
making agricultural drain tile because everyone knows Warrentonis sort of soggy. 
When that idea laid an egg they tried making paint pigments out of clay, and of 
COULSE.sssreee Millie Bosshart has a piece of fired artwork that one of the 

crew made while waiting for a customer. 

They may have made good building tile, and they may have made good drain tile 
but where are the sales and where are the customers? The fact that the plant wes 
built so near the Skipanon makes one wonder if they had a Portland market in mind, 

Jeffers Garden Jeffers made some bricks out of this same clay much earlier 
but they weren't very good bricks. The bricks’ warped like the clay was too wet 
and the bricks were very dense. At least they didn't soak up water. His 1876 
brick were marked BJJ, 

So they went broke. When Warrenton Clay Products was first starting, they 
set up some tables and gave a free dinner to some invited guests. Governor 
James Withicombe was one of the speakers at the dinner and they all expounded on 
the’ rosy future that the clay enterprize had before it. The guests weren't told 
that only one or two per cent of new businesses succeed. And sales form the reason 
that most of them don't, 

Clarence Kelson and the Coma brothers worked at the plant but Clarence emphet- 
ically declared that he only worked there and had absolutely nothing to do:with the 
capitalization. Their $ 125,000 project went down the tube. Tile building blocks 
were taken by those who needed them until. the ground was bare. 
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Tn the teen years Warrenton's size and shape Wre quite different from 
what they are Loday. he Spokane Portland and Seattle Railroad Station was 
the center of town, lying helween the drug store block and the waterfront 
block. The Columbia Press Ruilding was a restaurant and adjacent to it was 
ahotel, The Coffee store and meal markel were in buildings where the Johnson 
Drug Store now stands, From the waterfront block a foot trestle led to the 
Warren house and barn. The train brought passengers and express, some carload 
movements, but no ICL freight. The express was delivered by wagon ky a man 
who maintained a livery stable of sorts#at 3rd and Anchor and did odd jobs 
like hauling caskets to the cemetary. 

A freight car inspector named Louis Mortenson was housed near the Warren- 
ton depot. He drove by car to inspect all cars in the vicinity and to report 
yard inventories. A demurrage charge was made on 'lazy' cars and all cars were 
inspected before they went oul of the yard because of the great trouble a 
faulty car causes on Lhe main line. Passenger trains ran from Portland to 
Warrenton, Seaside, and waypoints until 15 January 1952 and freight trains 
ran to Warrenton until 1982. After 1982 a switch engine at Astoria went to 
Goble for some freight for a while and for a while the Goble switch engine 
did the moving. [Even plywood was shipped by truck in the final days of the 
plywood operation. All manufacturing companies that had regular freight 
movements had their ownsiding to hold freight cars that were being worked, 
hnt for the once-in-a-blue moon customers there was a public spot, called 


a 'team track’ where trucks could unload or load freight cars. 
WATER MAINS 


The worst part of using rain barrels for drinking water: was that it didn't 
always rain. The best part was that it didn't cost any thing but its’ virtues 
stopped there. By 1914 half the people in Warrenton were tired of drinking 
mosquito wiggler juice and the other half of the people were tired of drink- 
ing thin mud--even if it had some of. New Astoria's scarlet fever bugs thrown 
in for free. They were told that they could easily control themosquitoes by 
putting a film of oil on the water barrel but that didn't do anything at all 
for the taste. So the people appealed to the honorable city fathers. But 
the city fathers didn't have that kind of money in the bank. On top of that 
there was a state law limiting the amount of indebtedness that a city could 
incur to a percentage of its’ assessed valuation. Then after that they'd 
have to find a bank that would sell their municipal bonds. 

The water development project would cost more money than Warrenton was allowed 
to borrow, but Fort Stevens needed water badly and Hammond needed water bddly, 
and Gearhart needed water badly. So some pencils started scratching paper. 

It would be necessary to have a water shed, plus the headworks, plus 
20 miles of pipe line, huge valves, chlorination system, dams, labor, 
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contractor's rake-off, interest, and brokerage for a start. Clera Monson, first 


woman mayor in the U. S., said that a Ft. Stevens contract was necessary in order 
to finance the water project. D. K.s heirs owned the land, probably because of the 


timber and the heirs wanted $ 5000 for it--unless it could be logesft-off first. 


But a logged off water shed is no water shed at all because the root hairs ona tree 
are necessary to slowly release water and to hold mud. And mud was a dirty 3-letter 
word in Warrenton just then. Finally the city fathers decided to extend 
the corporate limits of the city in order to increase its'assessed valuation. 
With a promotion campaign they accomplished that, encompassing Lexington, Flavel., 
and enough more jand’ to add up to 14 square miles and the necessary valuation. 
There were some lawsuits. There may also have been some quid pro quo (this for that) 
pressure put on New Astoria to join up, and that:may be where Hammondites got 
started calling Warrenton the Octopus to the South and other uncomplimentary names. 
In 1914 New Astoria was in the slow process of changing its' name ta Hammond 
in the hope that the Hammond mill in Upper Town Astoria would build a branch 
mill in their town, New Astoria was incorporated 13 March 1899 altho it was platted 
several years earlier. The Hammond mill in Astoria bought the Hume property in- 
stead and didn't set up in New Astoria so they lost out any how. But Hammond 
needed water no matter what its' name was so from this distance in time it seems 
probable that Warrenton cast covetous eyes in Hammond's direction. Be that as 
it may, even to this day many Hammondites guard their soveignty fiercely. When 
School District # 30 changed to # 30 C, Hammond would not join up unles they 
had 2 board members to Warrenton's 3 despite the fact that Warrenton was 3 or 4 
times the larger. 

Altho Warrenton was considered a threatening collossus, no real animosity 
ever surfaced, and the water plans progressed steadily. Warrenton now had met 
the legal requirements for selling bonds so they probably negotiated with a bank 
in Astoria to be the paying agent. 

On 1 April 1915 they floated a bond issue of $ 150,000. to be sold in $ 1000. 
denomiations, carrying 6% interest, and maturing in 20 years. The bonds must 
have sold well because work started on the water system in 1915. 


BONDS 


By the 4th of July 1916 the people of Warrenton didn't have to drink mos- 
quito ‘juice any longer and one can imagine His Honor the mayor making a dedica- 
tion speech at a 4th of July parade. Then there was an hiatus for a while when 
the world was at war. As the war simmered down and the world became safe for 
democracy henceforth and forever more, the city fathers could see many situations 
around town that could be vastly improved if they had the money: The Skipanon was 
a shoal and kinky mess, If it were dredged it would help industry and create jobs: 
The voters among the populatidn of 600 voted to shoulder a second bond levy. 
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However this was primary dredging, not maintenance dredging, and the 
job progressed rather slowly. No single bank would commit itself to selling 
$ 270,000. in municipal bonds, so the amount was divided into two issues of 
even date and one part was given to each of two banks. One was for $ 135,000. 
and theother for $136,000. 

This money was spent making a lot of improvements but it seemed that when 
they looked they could find all kinds of improvements to make. So a year later 
they floated another pair of bonds on 15 November 1919. This time one was 
for $ 100,000. and the other for $ 150,000. Again, each was for 20 years at 6%. 
Ambition is a wonderful thing. But be careful folks, you've bitten off a big 
mouthful and the year 1929 is lurking up ahead. 

The municipal bonds worked like this. The bank sold the bonds to the 
public. and deposited the money in the City of Warrentons account, less com- 
mission. Warrenton drew checks on this bank account to pay for dredging costs, 
bulkhead costs, and street improvements. The negotiable bond paper itself 
had perforated coupons that could be torn off the way we do with postage 
stamps. There were 40 of these coupons on each bond and every 6 months the 
bond holder would surrender one of these coupons to the bank(called the 
paying agent) and be given 3% interest for the 6 month period. It was up 
to Warrenton to collect taxes and to keep money in the bank to cover these 
withdrawals. After the bonds reached maturity in 20 years, the bond holder 
surrendered the paper itself to thebank and was paid the face value of the 
bond and simultaneouslythe bank withdrew that much money from Warrenton's 
account. 

The U. S. economy is in a constant state of flux, sometimes it is in- 
flation and sometimes it is deflation. Most of these periods are short, 
lasting only a matter of months. However the dip in the Great Depression 
was deeper and lasted longer than all of the other recessions combined. 

And these bonds were timed to mature and be paid off right in the middle 
of the Depression, Banks and Savings and Loans failed, people didn't pay 
their taxes, and Warrenton couldn't redeem somé of its' bonds. These bonds 
matured from April of 1935 to November of 1939, but there were others. 

The Great Depression will be treated later but in the meantime Warrenton 
was busy spending $ 670,000, and paying $ 40,000. a year interest. 
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City Sf Warrenton 


WATER. WORKS BOND © 


now all Men by these Presents: Mar the city of Ware 
ton, in. Clatsop County, Oregon, is indebted. to and for value received 
hereby pronvises to pay the bearer hereof 


ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS 


on. the first day of April, 19386, with interest therean at the rate of’ Six per Cent. 
perannunt, payable semi-annually on the first day of April and. October in 
cach. year, upon presentation and surrender of the proper coupons: hereto 
annenved, bearing a fac-ximile of the signature of the Auditor of said. City and 


the Cl of the Water Commission, as they servrally become due, Bath 
princi MO vil interest of this bond are paya@@yin gold coin of the United GYyes 


seul standard af weigheand fineness, at the Nalinal 
Park Bank, in the City op New York, State af New York, ov the Fiscal déency 
of the State af Oreson. in said City of New York and he said City is hercha 
held and prmly bound, aud its fuith, edit, revenne and property are hereby 
vd far the payment of the principal and interest hercag at maturity. 


8 band is one ofa series of bonds of like date, tenor and eject, issues 


the Compyon Council and the Water Com oy of satd City for the pu se 
of ini water works inand for said Ci tinder and. by autharity ap Stad 
in accordance with paragraph &2 of Section 84 and Section 89 of the Charler ay 
satd Cily, and Ordinances aid Resolutions duly and regularly passed ly the 
Common Council and Water Commission of said Cily. 

And it is hereby certified, recited and. declared. that the question af issuing 
said bonds was daly and regularly submitted. to a_vote af the resident [rev- 
holders of the City, at an election duly and regularly held on the @7th day of 
July, 1914, anda majority of the votes was in favor af'said issue: that alle 
conditions and. things required to be done precedent to and in the issuii 


of America. of the pi 


of 
said, bonds have heen properly done, have happened, and have been performed, 
in regular and due form, ax required by law, and that said indehtedness 


nd by this series of bonds does not eweced any statictory or constitutional 
limitation. 


In Cestimonp Tibereol, We, the undersigned officers af (he City of Wggren- 
ton Tlatsop County, Oregon, and of the Wa Commission 6 1, 
eid evecute this hond on beRtlf of said municipality, hare 


herewnto set our offictaPsignatures, and. caused. the Common Seil af said: City 
to be hereunto affixed, ax of the first day of April, 1915. 


i ZT ‘ 
Attest: VE k? d & S 
= “= «AUDITOR saeco. 
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KeouLUTLUN NU._od 


Introduced by Commissioner__Quincy Robinson 

WHEREAS, out of $500,000.00 worth of bonds, more or less, 
City of Warrenton has purchased with its om funds all of these 
bonds except four, and, 

WHEREAS, the City ofWarrenton desires to cancel these bonds 
and otherwise dispose of them, snd, 

WHEREAS, the Mayor is a suitable and responsible person to 
do so, and, 

WHEREAS, it is the judgment of the City Commissioners that 
the best way to cancel and dispose of these bonds is by burning 
then, 

NOW, THEREFORE, be 1+ RESOLVED by the City Commissioners of 
the City of Warrenton that the Mayor of the City of Warrenton is 
hereby ordered and instructed to burn the following bonds of the 


City of Warrenton, Oregon, to-wit: 


KIND OF BOND PRINCIPAL SERIAL NO. MATURITY 
AMOUNT OF DATE 
BOND 
Water Bonds $1,000.00 2 to 39 Inclusive April 1, 1935 
1,000.00 41 to 150 Inclusive April 1, 1955 
Municipal Gold Bonds $1,000.00 2 to 62 Inclusive November 1, 1938 
(Bulkhead) 1,000.00 64 to 70 Inclusive November 1, 19356 
1,000.00 72 to 1 Inclusive November 1, 1938 


Gold Improvement Bonds $1,000.00 2 to 150 Inclusive November 15, 1959 
(Land Purchase) 


Gold Dock Bonds $1,000.00 2 to 100 Inclusive November 15, 1939 
Reclamation Dist. #1 $500.00 2 to 20 Inclusive September 1, 1940 
314.42 21 September 1, 1940 
Reclamation Dist. #2 $500.00 2 to 34 Inclusive September 15, 1940 
126.49 35 September 15, 1940 
Reclamation Dist. #3 " $500.00 2 to 24 Inclusive September 15, 1940 
474.34 25 September 15, 1940 
Improvement Dist. #4 $500.00 2 to 15 Inclusive March 6, 1935 
151.38 16 March 6, 1933 
Improvement Dist. #6 $500.00 1 to 10 Inclusive March 6, 1933 
501.19 11 March 6, 1955 
Improvement Dist. #3 $500.00 1 to 8 Inclusive. September 1, 1952 
330.37 9 September 1, 1952 


In 1910, when there were 350 to 400 people in New Astoria, There was one 
meat market and 4 grocery stores in town. These exerpts from the minutes of 
the council, taken thru the years is interesting. 


3 Jan 1912 An election had 35 votes cast. Hammond Lumber Co. was paid 
for 2 inch planks for side walks. 

6 mar 1913 P. P. L. granted franchise forpower. 

5 4g 1913 Scarlet fever in town is of epidemic proportion. 

7 Ap 1914 Ordinance to have at least one street light. 

5 My 1914 Warrenton to lay mains and provide water for New Astoria, 
Water barrel to be placed on roof of jail. 

2Mr 1915 The Carioca from Brazil prohibited at dances. 
Ragging and the Turkey Trot prohibited at dances. 

6 Ag 1916 A 2nd election to amend the vote of 5 Ag 1915 and create 
and incorporate the Town of Hammond, 


Many Hammond residents have long said that they didn't want their town 
to grow in size but rather to stay just like it is. Since many of their res- 
idents do not like to have foot tourists from Ft. Stevens walk down the cen- 
ter of their streets gawking right and left they concede with reservation 
that they might put in some sidewalks--maybe, someday. 

However ‘since the town has very little industry or commerce, the tax cost 
for maintaning municipal offices, fire, police, street, and sundry costs must 
be borne by the residents. These costs run their tax rate to $ 5.09 per 1000 
compared to Warrentons $ 2,53 per $ 1000. Warrenton has some manufacturing 
industry. 

Hammond already subscribed to several of Warrenton's service departments 
and these tax differences caused some soul-searching over the cost and worth 
of sovereignty. 

On 17 Se 1991 the Town Council submitted the question of merging with 
Warrenton to the people of Hammond, Of the towrs approximately 580 people, 
160 voted Yes to 109 voting No. This was a 77 % turnout of the registered 
voters and a 59% plurality, The registration percentage was high. 

It is a well known fact that-many people do not register to vote because 
they fear that they may be selected for jury duty if they do. Unfortunately 
the Daily Astorian on 29 Jan 1971 said that jurors were selected in this man- 
ner. However since then the method of selecting jurors has been expanded 
+o include telephone books and tax rolls. But the thot still lingers on 
and the damage from that one article will be with us for a while. 
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After an election we generally see a comment in the papers about the percentage of 
registered voters who cast a ballot but never a comment about the percentage of 
eligible voters who voted. There is no positive figure and the -best that we can 
do is make a guestimate. Here is a guestimate. 


ANALYSIS OF HAMMOND VOTE 


Hammond population in 1991 ‘580 to just under 600' 


basis: census, P.O., and water subscriber) ...ssseseeee eee es 580 
School children K thru12 '155 to 160" ....sss- Sette eeeerereneene 157 
Preschool children 912 per year". circcar eS vecvendecveveas, 60 
Hammondites past school .age (by WitFeretitey) siccascdea cance’ swore st 363 


Non-naturalized immigrant residents unknown 


Votes cast., rer 269 
Registered voters....(by division, 77% of those registered, voted) 350 
Plurality...160 Yes to 109 No (County CLerk) ist sas sacieesey Adee eee eananes 59% 


According to these figures 96 1/2 % of the eligible people in Hammond act.- 
ually registered and 77 % of those registered also voted. These are very 
commendable figures in civics for a town. 

For the present the people of Hammond were to have a Hammond address and 
a Hammond post office. The School in Warrenton is still to be called the Warren— 
ton-Hammond School District No. 30. School board members were to ‘serve out their 
terms. Hammond was to have no membership on the Warrenton city council at first. 
When the next Warrenton council terms expire, members wil be elected at large 
and not by zone. 
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Andrew H. Hammond was born in New Brunswick 22 July 1848. In 1866-67 he rirst 
came to Washington Territory but then settled in Montana where he lived for 30 
years, successfully engaging in mercantile and railroad affairs. 

From 1895 to 1898 he built the Astoria and Columbia River Railway from Astorta 
to Goble. However before he built it he required some local investments to be 
made as a show of good faith, and one of those things was 1500 acres at Flavel. 

D. K. Warren, John Adair, S. D. Adair, and-R. A. Sealy put up most of the 1500 
acres and 17 other men put up the rest. 

After the road was built, Hammond sold it to Great Northern-Northern Pacific 
on 9 september 1902 for $ 5 million and netted a cool $ 2 1/2 million for his 
trouble. It is not known if the 1500 acres was a surety against loss or an out- 
right subsidy assigned in advance. 

Hammond also engaged in many local fishing and timber ventures while the 


railroad construction progressed. One of his projects was the big Hammond sawmi!\ 
in Uppertown Astoria which had a colorful history of its' own with the employment 
of turbanned Sikhs. 


S 
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Horse car to Hammond Mill in Uppertown Astoria before 1900 


The people of New Astoria sought to entice Hammond to build a-inill in their 
town by renaming it Hammond, With considerable backing and filling, they grad- 
ually changed the name from 1913 to1915. The!Post Office was called Hammond in 
1901 before all the name-change-hassel occurred so things don't add and there 
may be a story here, 
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KEY TO 1920 AERIAL PICTURE OF WARRENTON 


1. 6R Deforce salmon scrap reduction plant 

2. 15U Astoria 

3. 23 U PPL 

4, 14K Warrenton Depot 

Se 5M Warren Mansion 

6. 6N-14 J Sand from dredge spoils 

7. 16L Gravel bunker for road building 

8. 16M, 22T, 32C, 13S P&S RY Astoria, Hammond, Seaside 
9. 15 N Smiley-Lampert sawmill 

10. 70 Prouty sawmill 

11. 28d, 2P Skipanon River 

12. 19H Community Hall 

13. 22 to 30G to I Poplar trees planted by D. K. Warren 
14. 90 Warrenton Clay Products 

15. 29 1 Sigurdson Dock for Astoria boat 

16, 22K ‘Hay wire # 2 Sawmill 

17. 12d 


This aerial photograph was taken after the dredging of the Skipanon 
and shows that there was sand everywhere. D. K. Warrens barn was once rated 
as the second largest in Oregon, but not any-more, The sand piled up against 
the wall of the barn and pushed it. in. The barn-couldn't be saved, 

The Skipanon had to havesome bulkheads built to prevent sloughing, 
and some docks were built. Small coastal freighter loaded lumber at 
the Smiley-Lampert sawmill now with the bow of the ship kissing the 
railroad steel bridge. Gravel-scows unloaded at that spot also. 
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This pipe-line dredge of VernScovill ‘s Wehalem Dredging Co. dredged 
both the Warrenton Mooring Basin aud the Hammond Mooring Basin. 
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The road to Seaside was a mess of mud for a long time but autos tried to use 

it anyhow. We were wedded to autos at a tender age. Josiah West on the Plains wrote 
articles for the Astorian and he was quite irritated by the Portland tourists who mo- 
wred down and left their booze bottles by the roadside. He was working with a team in 
a field when a stranger asked him if he would use the team to pull him out of the mud. 

So he unhooked the team, shouldered the double trees, drove the team across the 
field to a gate, and pulled the auto out of the mud, The tourist thanked him for 
nis trouble, and then to show his deep gratitude, he gave West's son 10 ¢. So West 
shouldered the double trees again and went back to the field to work some more, 

/ . THE DAILY ASTORIAN, Astoria, Oregon, Thursday, November 1973 Page 11 


Woodtield phoh 


in the front seat, and J.S. Dellinger, 
e Morning Astorian, in the back seat. 


way, sometime 
before World War I. Driving the Model T Ford is candy maker, 
Sherman Lovell. Passengers are Harry, Hoeffler, publisher of th 

Well,.....maybe so. But from the expressions on their faces and the fact that 
it's an automobile salesman, a newsman, and a professional photographer thiscorner 
is betting that this was a contrived picture. A picture is worth 1000 words. 

We don't doubt for one-single second that this is actually the road.to Seaside 
all right because the literature is rife with complaints about the roads. Are you 
listening, County Commissioners? 

Woodfield was the preeminent photographer of the dayand he saved us lots of 
history. He had a historic nose 
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Bartholomew and Rachel Kindred started west in a wagon train in 1844, Since 
Rachel was gravid, the bouncing wagon was uncomfortable and she preferred to walk. 
She started walking in the Blue Mountains of Eastern Oregon and she delivered her 
baby in Oregon City the morning that she arrived there. After that it was more 
comfortable to ride. 

When they got to the coast they staked out a claim and built a cabin, Then 
Bart went back to Oregon City and earned a little money hauling freight while 
Rachel started 'proving-up' on their claim. After they got. their papers several 
years later, it would be Donation Land Claim No. 46 and out of their claim the Town 
New Astoria would be platted near the end-of the century. 

One morning at the time that Rachel and her babies were holding down their 
claim, she saw a ship aground ona river bar, Ship wrecks are always fascinating 
to watch and as she watched she saw white blobs float up out of the hold. As 
the east wind blew the blobs nearer to the shore she could see that the white 
blobs were sacks of flour, 

She waded into the river surf and salvaged 360 49 pound sacks of flour from 
the ship-wrecked "Woodpecker"--according to Bethina Owens. When Bart came down | 
the river with some older sons, they proudly salvaged 7 sacks of flour from the 
wrecked ship. But their pile of sacks wasn't as big as Rachel's. The flour was | 
wet next to the cloth but the center was all right. It was worth $ 3. a sack. 

The Kindreds later sold their square mile of land to a group of men for $ 60,000. | 
It was platted in 1894 and incorporated in 1899 as New Astoria. 

The story seems to be mostly true but the "Woodpecker" stranded north of the 
future grave of the Peter Iredale on 10 May 1861 and the "Firefly" grounded: in 
the river off Hammond on 28 February 1854. Each date has serious flaws. Take 
your pick. 

Bethina Owens, daughter of Tom Owens, was born in 1840 and lived until almost 
the Depression era. She was a self-starter from the word go. She walked a long 
way to grade school out on the Plains, and then, as a teen ager with no training, 
she gathered up pupils in a buggy and taught a subscription school in the Plains 
Church, She learned millinery and then made hats for extra income. She married 
early and boldly divorced a problem husband at a time when such things weren't done. 
She learned massage therapy in a school and almost immediately beseeched the medi- 
schools for admission. She became one of the first female M.D. s in the state. 
She staunchly endured the jibes and derisions of the entrenched malé medical pro~ 
fession. She spoke extensively for the W.C,T,U, and for the sterilization of crim- 
inals. She married John Adair and helped build hand-dikes along Young's Bay, 

She told these things and more in her autobiography, 

Another prominent: person on the distaff side was Clara Monson, a lighthouse 
keepers daughter. She was an outstanding Warrenton school clerk until 1912 and 
then her claim to fame resided in being the first mayor west of the Mississippi. 
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industrial demands cause the water pressure at the tap to fall at times so 
an equalizing stand pipe was installed in the hills above the Plains. It fills 
at night and falls slowly during the day, thus saving part of the expense they 
would have had if they had changed to a larger trunk main. 

Most municipal water supplies are adjusted to give 35 to 40 pounds pressure 
to the residence. Astoria has two water mains on Marine Drive, a 35 pound resi- 
dential line and a 90 pound industrial line. However Warrenton has one line at 
90 pounds per square inch for everyone. The 90 pound pressure has its' advantages. 
It is better for fire trucks and it is not necessary for domestics to curtail use 
in the daytime when industrial use is high. Cannery cleanup with low pressure 
water is not efficient. Domestically, it is easy to control wash-basin splash 
with stops in the supply line 

One domestic area of a little concern, however, are the hoses that supply 
water to the clothes washer. Plumbing code requires only that a shut-off valve 
protect these hoses. Accordingly, most homes have a globe valve for the hot 
water and a globe valve for the cold water. Fine and dandy. But not so dandy 
is the fact that the housewives simply will not turn off these globe valves when 
the washing machine stops. They're on 24 hours a day. As the hoses harden with 
age, they eventually burst or "blow up". Every store in the countythat is at 
all related to appliances sells hoses because they commonly fail. Fail in the 
middle of the night when the water pressure is highest--or when the occupants 
are gone on vacation and left the house locked. And its a gruesome task to mop 
up the floors at 2 oclock in the morning--rugs and hardwood floors especially. 

The answer? There is on the market a simple flip lever valve, 45 degree 
flip, that simultaneously shuts off both hot and cold -wateratthe same time. 

Yet few people seem to have heard of Wolverine Brass Co. of Grand Rapids Michigan. 
Any homeowner that doesn't have one is negligent, plumbing codes that don't re- 
quire it are remiss and appliance manufacturers that don't invent a cable shut- 
off are missing a bet. 

Whether the house has high or low pressure water, the hoses still blow up. 


The pH of Warrenton water is 6.7 to 6.8 or just a trace on the acid side of 
neutral. Boiler water anywhere has to be rendered alkaline to a pH of 8 to pre- 
vent corrosion but almost all boiler water has to be treated anyhow there's no 
problem there. 

When there is an early frost in the fall and all the alder leaves fall at 
once on the water shed, the tap water becomes coffee colored for a few hours. 
The State Health Department gripes that this organic matter uses up all of the 
chlorine and doesn't leave any to kill bacteria. 
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In 1918 at Tansy Point, as part of the war effort, a ship yard was constructed. 
The manager was C. T. Diamond, the president was George Black of Portland, and 
Frank Warren was vice president. No ships were built and the yard burned almost. 
as soon as it was built, The name of it was the American Shipbuilding Company 
of Oregon. The precise date that the yard burned would be interesting to research 
out because the war also ended in 1918 and altho that date is known, the yard's 
date isn't. When Alaskan canneries face bankruptsy they not uncommonly burn. 
Accidentally of course. 


Up until the time that the Skipanon was dredged, Warrenton had plank streets 
and there wasn't much the city could do about it. Now the Skipanon was navig- 
able enough to accomodate small scows.and the city contracted with Fritz Elving 
to bring in gravel for the streets. The street planks were on mud sills and in 
the rainy season, water would squirt up when weight was placed on the planks, 
Elving used a clamshell bucket to lift the gxavel from the scow to the elevated 
hopper that shows in the aerial photograph of the dredge spoils. A wagon was 
backed under the hopper and gravel was released to flow into the wagon bed. The 
wagon bed was made of 2 by 4s that ran length wise and were loose. To unload, 
the 2by 4s were tipped by hand, one at a time, and the gravel was distributed 
fairly evenly. 

In the process of gravelling, Main Street was first raised somwhat and then 
gravelled. All streets were given somewhat of a crown. To fill the chuck holes, 
that seem to be ubiquitous to gravel roads, a man rode a scraper~sled pulled by 
a team of horses. The scrapers helped a lot in the horse and buggy days but 
when automobiles appeared on the scene, the chuck holes became out of control. 
When a pneumatic tire at high speed sloshes into a chuck hole, it hydrolics out 
a high pressure jet of water that cuts a hole in the road in short order. 

The ‘teen-age crowd in Astoria found it fun to ‘cruise the gut' in Warrenton 
and the water splashing from the chuck holes added to their merriment. The 
City Council in Warrenton gave specific instructions to the town marshal to 
enforce an ordinance limiting the traffic speed on Main Street to the posted 4 
miles per hour, The highway from Astoria to Seaside once went down Main Street 
in Warrenton and that didn't help things a bit. 

Finally the City Council gave up and contracted with a man named O'Reilly 
to "black top’ the street with asphalt. This gave limited improvement. 


ROADS 

When the first settlers came to this area they relied on water transportation 
almost entirely. They walked on trails and moved things by water. The ‘towns 
that sprang up on the Washington shore of the Columbia River like Frankfort, 
Brookfield, and Knapton are long gone. When Soloman Smith and Celiast arrived 
from Vancouver, they went out in the ocean and landed on the beach. 
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One of the first roads in Warrenton was from Tansy Point to Lexington in 
‘850 when Lexington was the County seat. In 1851, while the county seat was being 
moved to Astoria, the County Commissioners decided that for the common good men 
between the ages 21 and 50 should spend 2 days a year working on or building 
roads. By 1855, the men on the Plains spent their tax labor building a road from 
sunset Lake northward. At that time Lexington and Skipanon were considered by 
Astorians to be'on the Plains'. The only improvement generally made was to 
drain off most of the water and remove most of the-trees. Often the roads 
just dodged the trees and if a wagon couldn't maka the sharp bends, the front wheels 
were used as a cart. The wagon roads were just dirt roads with no surface at all. 
Une example of a graded but unsurfaced road right here in Warrenton is 12th Street. 
going due West from Warrenton Drive toward the ocean. 

After the Plainsmen had made enough of a road to suit them, they tried to give 
it to the county to maintain. The County looked at it and said "No thanks, it's 
not good enough". From 186C. to 1880 the people of Lexington and Sxipanon built 
a road South to join up with the Plains road. 

In the late 1800s 4 steam ferry plied across Youngs River from Astoria 
to the Road going out to Miles crossing where a few people lived. Also late in 
the 1800s the people of Lexington and Skipanon built a plain dirt road east to 
the Lewis and Clark River, pointing it towards Miles Crossing. It is said that John 
Adair operated a ferry across the Lewis and Clark River, the river being only two 
whoops and a holler from his Sunnymead real estate development. The bridge that 
was constructed later was "“viewed"to be "at the ferry site’ 


At least by 1902 if not earlier there was a bridge across Youngs River 

and now people could drive by buggy from” Warrenton" to Astoria. In 1914 
the Warrenton---Clatsop Plains Road was surfaced by-the State all of the- way to 
Gearhart. In 1915 the Warrenton-Lewis and Clark Read was surfaced and now autos 
could drive from Warrenton to either Astoria or Seaside. 

The name ‘Seaside derived from Ben Holladay's Seaside House resort 
which he built in 1872. It was at the South end of the present town and the 
dished oval of the race track still shows. The Clatsops had a village at the North 
end of Seaside called Necotaht and the village site is now called " Indian Place". 
Hotel Guests from Portland came by river steamboat to Astoria where they could check 
into Parker House at about 10th Street on the Waterfront. From there a boat touched 
Skipanon Landing, Fort Stevens, Bakers bay, and Frankfort. The Wirt Hotel at Big 
Bend on the Skipanon. provided food and lodging: as well as a coach to Seaside. 
The route was down the beach to the Necanicum, Which was forded. 

It is said that at times of the year the Clatsops travelled by canoe from Smith 
Lake thru Neahcoxie or Sunset Lake to the mouth of the Necanicum at Seaside. 

The road from Milee-Crossing to Seaside is "old', There were many homesteads 
in the Lewis and Clark and they traded in Seaside. 
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Up until the time that A. b. Hammond builtthe missing link of railroad that 
connected Astoria to Goble, water transportation had a monopoly on the trade. 
There was a rail line from Portland to Goble and the trains were ferried across 
the Columbia to the northbound railhead on the Washington shore. The Astoria an d 
Columbia River Railroad changed that in 1896 and competition between water and 
rail transportation soon became acute. Water transportation companies streamlined 
their act to give lower rates and faster time. 

The Harkins Transportation Company had: their own docks and elevators. When 
their boats reached a landing, they didnt tie up.they only passed a line around 
a piling and hand-held it for a few minutes, Meanwhile an agile deckhand scrambled 
up a ramp and, by hand winch, lowered a conveyer-ramp.. to the boatdeck level. He 
also started a Fairbanks-Morse _ Zee engine that would power a pintle chain 
conveyor that ran between gears on the top and the bottom of the ramp. A steel 
plate was laid between the boat and the bottom of the ramp. Next a two-wheeled 
hand cart was stacked with cartons of freight while it was on the steel plate. Now 
the deck hand drew the hand truck behind him vhile he started up the rather steep 
ramp. Whereupon hooks, placeédat intervals in the pintle chain, would engage the 
axel of the hand truck and carry it up behind the deck hand. The freight was 
left on the dock, the whole procedure reversed and the boat sped away, The Portland 
to Astoria time was 6 hours with a dozen of the mini-tieups. 

The railroad-boat competition intensified and a rate war resulted. People 
in Astoria would go to Portland +o shpp for. the -day. due to the low rates. 

‘By 1915 people . could drive to Portsand by car but it was a two-day trip. They 
went up Highway 202 toV esper and stayed overnight. It wasn't until the 1930s 
that the River Road ( or 101 ) was built. The engineer that planned it( and wrote 
a book about it) thot .that it was the most beautiful highway in the whole wide world 
---even if the notorious “Bugby Loops" did slow traffic to 15 miles per hour on 
leaving Rainier for Astoria, 
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Fritz Elving was quite a character, A Warrenton resident related this story 
about him, "He lived nearby. Ne came into the barn where I was feeding the 
horses and started cussing and telling me what I had to do. I said "You better 


get out of here or I'm going to stick this pitchfork into you' And he left too'" 


After he barged gravel for the Warrenton roads and did some other contract work, 

he ran a ferry from Astoria to the Washington snore. But there were were two other 
ferry boats running incompetition to Fritz and there wasn't enough. auto traffic 
for all three of them, Furthermore the other two ferrymen didn't like Fritz's 
style and way of meeting the competition. So, after Elving's ferry left the slip 
for the round trip to the Washington shore, the competitors slipped in and drove 

a string of piling across the front of Elvings ferry slip so he couldn't get in 

to unload his passengers. 

The Oregon State Highway Department and the state legislature probably didn't 
like these shenanigans and they took over the ferry system before too long. 

The state ferries’ weie fhe ‘Tourist No. 1, the Tourist No.2, and the Merle Chessman 
The latter one was much larger than the first two named. 

A bridge across the Columbia was built from Astoria to Megler in 1967--Uh Joy 
of Joys! Nomtiore. mad dashes to the ferry slip and no more counting cars to see 
Af our car would make it aboard, and.no moredisappointments when the arrival was 
just in time to be too late. And Portland newspapers called it"The bridge to 
Nowhere" withpens that dripped with jealosy. The bridge tolls are paying off the 
construction costs ahead of schedule. 

The bridge is called the Columbia River bridge at Astoria but 
it's official name is the Astoria-Hegler Bridge. 

The bridge is said to be 205 feet above the water but they dont bother 
say whether that's high water or low water. The battleship New Jersey is 160 feet 
in heigth. 

The river is 4 miles wide at the bridge site and 8 miles wide at its widest point. 


ee : Sire The Smith Point to Warrenton 
~ ” ASTORIA-MEGLER FERRY” | Set | Bridge was built in 1964, after a car 
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In 1890 there were 54 saloons in Astoria. That's 54 times as many as Warrenton 
one, It was called the Hlkand located. on Main Street near 3rd Avenue. 

The name "rounder" for a dissolute person probably arose from the fact that he 
would make the rounds, staggering from one saloon to tjenext until he could no 
longer stagger but had to sit or pass out in his last saloon, 

The saloons were as colorful as they were distasteful. The bar was long, over 
four feet high, and maybe 3 feet wide. A bar tender had to be able to place one 
hand on the bar and vault over it when necessary ‘to stop a fight. At the face o f 
the bar,a 2 inch round brass rail was supported about 6 or 8 inches off the floor 
by brackets. Those who stood drinking at the ‘bar would rest first one foot then the 
other on this rail. The floor had sawdust on it to absorb drinks that were spilled 
and of course some customers got sick. The backwall behind the bar generally had 
shelves for the first threefest above the floor and then a plate glass mirror on 
up to the ceiling. Altho she was never reported in- Astoria, Carrie Nation, a past- 
middle-age reformer and danparanse leader, would storminto a saloon with a hatchet. 
Then she wreaked havoc on the bar, mirrors, and liquor bottles. 

The saloons often had free sen sen which were 1/8 inch cubes of spiced 
licoriee or free cigars +o mask the odor of liquor: on the customers breath. Uiears 
were a rounders staple and the creosote smell of some of them would out-stench an outhou 
Some bars had a basket of fresh hen eggs for customers whose stomachs were painfully 
excited. 

There were many organizations actively opposed to the use of alcohol, TheAnti-- 
saloon League and the Womens Christian Temperance Union were two. of the most active 
groups. The W.C.T.U. claimed 300,000 membered and did not limit their crusade to 
saloons alone as they also included an "attempt to drive the slit skirt, X-ray gowns, 
decollette dress back to the Paris underworld". .What a hey day they would have 
had with our current miniskirts! 

In January of 1919 the Prohibition Amendment to the constitution was ratified 
by thedeciding state and America was launched on the Great Experiment. 

When large numbers of people want something, like booze or narcotics, enforcement 
of abstention is difficult, 

Between Warrenton and Hammond there was a "blind pig" or ‘apeak easy" called the 
“Whistle In" Some plind pigs had an entrance pass-word like ‘Benny sent me' but ° 
it is not known if a whistle was the pass word to get in. 

A very common way for a man to pick up a few bucks during the Depression was 
to take a batch of "home brew" beer to a dance and sell it to the thirsty dancers, 
the expression "Save the empties" was the common admonishment. A common way of locating 
illegal liquor stills was to trace large shipments of corn sugar because it is 
preferred for setting the mash. . 


14 


a3 


pe 
Cabins [| 


Go dart Race Track 


Oo (960 


Yoozg ayxooueen 


uoyzPeOOT 9FTS 


yoqeys pepotdxa 


Some people put beer, or wine, or even hard cider or anything else that they 
could think of into a still in their frantic efforts to get some hard liquor, 
Some even fermented milk and some fermented malted potatoes. 


There were 8 large boarding houses in Astoria in 1890 because there were many 
single men working in fisheries and lumbering. Astor Street was aname that wasn't 
spoken in parlor conversation because of ‘the large number of bordellos there. ‘ach 
had the unobtrusive sign of a kerosene lamp with a red chimney placed in a window 
on the second floor, Hammond is said to Have had a bordello catering to the enlisted 
men at Fort Stevens but the angry townfolk ordered the girls out of the house 
one night and then burned the place down, It was dubbed Tee Pee Town and was located 
around 7th Avenue somewhere. The fire was in 1935 and doesnt seem to be recorded. 

There were about 2500 men at Fort Stevens in WW I and about 2800 men in WW JI, 
However it was lightly garrisoned from 1864 to 1947, 

Warrenton had no bordello as suchbut some of the girls who worked as chamber 
maids in the day time also did a little moonlighting at night. 

Never so in Warrenton but a town council set ahearing on whether the prostitute 
should be expelled from the city. An immigrant fisherman who also was a batchelor 
spoke on the subject. "Vel" he said "I.guess-its ali tight. But if you drive the 
girls out of town, vaat are ve going to do?" A woman in the back of the council 
chambers yelled out"Get married you old fool". The mayor rapped for order, 

There were boarding, houses Ln Astoria in the 'teen years. and some of them 
were quite large. Some of the boarding houses were 


Martin Boarding House----~----------- 43 men 
Watson Boarding House-----------------20 men 
Torwald Heerman---------------------- 42 men 
Adairs Mess House -------------—-----50 


Dora Dobbins Boarding 
DeWitt Tichnor~ 
William Tichnor: 


a 


30 


Clark Gable, the actor of "Gone with the Wind" fame, was playing in summer 
stock that was on shaky financial footing. On their tour they ran out of cash at 
the time that they were playing at the Louvre in Astoria, Clark Gable. had a 
severe addiction to eating three square meakka day and a "Manhattan Breakfast" 
didnt satisfy his craving. - So he got a job in the woods to tide him over 
and also buy a ticket to Hollywood. Probably the best ticket he ever bought. 
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Other entertainment in this area around the era of WWI were dances and fest- 
ivals, It was the age of the emancipation of women. They obtained the right to 
vote, theycut their hair and threw away their corsets. 

it also was the age of prohibition, of 'road houses', ‘Moonshine’, and no TV, 
there was an octagonal shaped dance hall at Columbia Beach that was quite popular. 
At one time the Clatsops used to bring their razor clams there to butcher and an 
(ndian midden built up there. Sometimes the Indians threw away some broken tool 
tools in these middens but this midden was raided so many times that there is nothing 
left if there ever was anything there. Then in the 20s there were some cabins and 
cottages there for Portlanders who wanted a vacation at the beach, Some local 
residents also lived there. Dave Killion owned some beach cottages there but the 
ereat drifting sand dunes in the late 20s completely covered some of them altho 
some roofs were still visible as late as 1933. 

The Neahcoxie Creek meandered slowly behind the foredune and the Columbia 
Jieach Road crossed the creek with a bridge. 

The Columbia Beach Dance Hall was situated on the South side of the Columbia 
Beach Road and on the land side of the Neahcoxie Creek. It was octagonal-shaped 
and had Dutch doors that were fitted with screens and there also was a'porch that 
had screens to permit double screening or a screen-lock, The wet brush near the 
ocean harbors many mosquitos, On the west side of the hall , and facing theent- 
ance ‘doors was a stage for the orchestra, The Hall could be called a ‘road house’ 
Lt was patronized during the roaring twenties when the patrons generally brought 
their own moonshine in pint, fiat,slightly cutved bottles, If there was a raid, 
they simply emptied their bottle: Wo evidence ! 

The ‘Scotch Broom Festival was held there some’ but the Fort Stevene parade 
grounds was the preferred place for the festival. ; 

The Scotch Broom Festival was held in the summer but the broom blooms 
in May and the blossoms are gone by summer, Some say that William Hobson introduced 
the Scotch Broom but no.._ documentation was found. Altho the yellow’? Broom is by 
far the most common in Warrenton, there is also a white flowered variety. The 
patches of Broom come and go, At one time there was a heavy growth of Broom 
along the road to Seaside that arched up over the road on each side, making a tunnel. 

At least during the 1930s dances were held in Hammond on a fairly large scale 
and busses brought people Astoria. People came from Seaside by car and by car from 
Warrenton, In Astoria, dances were held at Suomi Hall almost every Saturday night. 
During the Regatta dances were held at the Oregon Washington Railroad And Navigation 
Warehouse until it burned about 1940. 
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A novel dance hall called the'Uotillion' was built in Portland in 1913. It 
had a flexible floor that waved up and down as the patrons danced. This was aceom- 
plished by a system of rocker arms and ball bearings. It was operated under thet 
name by Nentrene Ringler until 1929 when Ralph Farier bought it and renamed it the. 
Crystal Ball Room. As the popularity of ballroom dancing waned, the supporting’ 
role of the big bands also waned and it betame a vicious circle. The mood changed 
and the young folks prefered to wiggle and wave from one spot or to watch performers 
like the Beetles or lilvis Presley or some imitators wiggle and wave on the stage 
while murdering popular ballads. The wiggle and wave floor was popular with 
rock groups but tle swaying motion effected: by a throng shuffling in time to the 
music was lost. 

WE DON'T KNOW HOW TH! FLOOR WAS BUILT, However if this scribe had to try t© 
build one, this would be the: first mock-up, 
ph deer eee a | ; —- 

1 T 


P ae: 
steel plate > 7 3/8" patquet Flooring, 
ball bearing —~ 5 
\ = 


rocker arms on 
the whole dance floor 


Some said that the Cotillion was modelled after a dance hall in Dreamland, 
the arch rival of Coney Island in Brooklyn, but doubtlessly many people have been 
intrigued with the constant swish, swish, swish of dancing feet. 
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In 1917 Clifford Linch was operating the Arcade Theater in Warrenton, The word 
arcade suggests a multi-use building of some sort. George L, Harper at that time was 
foreman in the Star Packing Sompany's Salmon and Clam cannery. 

By 1920 Harper had teamed up with Linch and the two were operating the Liberty ] 
Theater on the ground floor of a large box-like building located on 2nd Avenue where 
the fire station is located in 1990, Since Linch had had theater experience and Harper 
as foreman was a man of action, it is entirely possible that the two of them built the 
structure. 

It was called the_Community Hall and the ground floor was a theater and the second 
floor was used chiefly for lodge meetings. Henry Willener remembers Clifford Linch 
scolding him and his friend for eating peanuts at the movie because he had to sweep 
up their peanut shells afterwards. Marion Schultz said she went to dances there 70 
years ago this 1990. Margaret Ann Swindlersaid that she had been in the building, It 
existed to at least 1930 but after that the names of Linch, Harper, and the Hall 
disappear from the directories, 

Around 1920 membership in a social club was a very popular recreational activity. 
Almost all of the lodges were secret societies. 

At the.meeting the officer in charge would first call the group to order then 
promptly ask a lesser officer if the gate was secure, The lesser officer would dis- 
patch a couple of stewards to investigate to see if the gate-keeper was on his job 
and doing his stuff. If so, the stewards reported it back to the head honsho. Then 
in a few minutes the gate-keeper moved from a chair outside the entrance door to a door- (2) 
side chair inside where it was warm. Warrenton had many of these secret societies. 

I0OF International Order Of Odd Fellows KOTM 


Inproved Order Of Redmen Modern Woodmen Of America 

Rebecca Lodge Knights & Ladies Of Security 
Gateway Lodge International Workers of the World 
Free Masons Ancient Order of United Workmen 


Some cars carried a small tag by the license plate that bore the leters K 1G Y 
which meant “ Klansman I Greet-You " 

The author was working in a field and stopped to eat lunch on the porch of a farm- 
house. Between the steps of the porch a paper could be seen lying on the ground. Upon 


being fished out it read 


I would rather be a Klansman dressed. in robe of snowy white 
Than to be a catholic priest in robe as black as night, 
“Cause a Klansman's an American with a soul he calls his own 
And he doesn't owe allegiance to a Dago Pope in Rome. 
All of the larger ethnic groups had lodges but they would hardlybe called secret 
societies, As the immigrants grew older and the second generation did not converse well 
in the foreign tongue, meetings were conducted in English, Then, as the attendance fell r ] 
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still further, the Swedes, Danes, Norwegians, and Finns amalgamated into one 
club and called it the Scandinavian Club. The eight-hour day, the five-day 
week, and the designated holiday were all nurtured in labor societies. 

Henry Willener attended IOOF meetings in the Community Hall. Then he and 
Jay Coffee both worked in the crew that tore down the Flavel Hotel and they both 
of them worked on the construction of the Odd Fellows Hall with the salvage 
lumber. The IOOF Hall was across the street from the fire station. 


Around 1917 there were 5 razor clam canneries in Warrenton. Vincent 
'Smokey' Day, a full-blood Clatsop descendant of Chief Cobaway, once dug over 
500 pounds of clams in one 2-tide day. Smokey was not a large person but he 
was tough as shoe leather. He worked at Bioproducts, a fish reduction plant, 
during WWII, If he failed to bring a lunch--which happened--he would poke around 
the fish bin until he found a small flatfish that had been shoved off the fillet 
table because it was too small to bother with. This fish Smokey would cook 
on a spot on the front end of. the boiler that he kept highly polished. Then 
he would eat it with his jack knife. 

One morning two men drove a team with a light wagon down to the Peter 
Iredale beach to look for net floats, The floats escape from Japanese fish nets 
and they range in size from 4 to 18 inches. 

But at the waters edge they saw a man's body awash.esess 
They tossed the body into the wagon, covered it with a canvas, and headed for 
Warrenton,, After a little bit they heard a noise under the canvas and they 
pulled up. The man was Smokey and he was still alive. Smokey himself said 
later " I choke and I puke, and I choke and I puke and after while I felt better" 
Then, totally drenched in the ocean wind, Smokey climbed on to the seat and rode 
with the other men into town, 

When people are drowning they not only inhale water they also swallow a 
great deal and that induces vomiting. It is not known if Smokey was washed off 
a bar while clamming or if he fell off a boat. It is known that he was physical]; 
tough and resillient and he was well liked by the crew at Bioproducts. 
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A MONEY CRUNGH 


The Clatsop County ‘School School Superintendent Byland wrote a letter 
to the State Superintendent of Schools and part of his letter is given verbatim: 

" After the land speculation in Warrenton following the hope and hysteria of 
the railroad development of the 1890s and the steamship development around WW T, 
property was carried at inflated values on the assessors rolls, Using thesevalues, 
bonds were floated to build the Grade School Annex and Gymnasium, However when 
it came to paying off on these bonds the tax payers lost hope in their investments 
and, finding no property sales in sight, balked at paying taxes. With no revenue 
to operate the schools, the district was ina - sorry plight. The City of War- 
renton came to the rescue however and made a loan to keep the schools operating. 
Oregon law says, however, thet interest and bonded indebtedness takes precedence 
over other obligations, so the operating capital still wasn't present. So, a long 
look was taken at property values since the taxes seemed to be too high and, upon 
re-appraising the land, the District valuation was reduced from over 3 million 
to less than 1 million dollars, 

This didn't help much tho because the same revenue had to be raised. So the 
District in 1927 paid its’ teachers with warrents which is a bankers term for an 
IOU that bears interest. However the District: had-no money to pay salaries or 
interest on the warrents of 1927, So they issued more warrents in 1928. By that 
timethe District owed $ 61,000. and due to the lowering of the assessed.valuation, the 
state limit by law became $ 46,000. Nonethe less the District had a little money 
in the National Bank Of Astoria and in 1928 was hoping for better days ahead. 

Then February of 1928 the National Bank of Astoria closed its doors in insolvency. 
So the last nest egg was rotten and gone.. Shortly thereafter, 
the bank brought suit against the District for not paying interest,on the warrents 
held, for $ 20,000. Not that defaulting on bond interest and warrent interec¢ - yesnt 
bad enough, the next year,1929, the stock market crashed and then times really began 
get tough in warrenton. Warrenton's image wasn't glorious from any viewpoint." 
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As. time went on warrents were issued in smaller denominations because the merchant: 
would accept them in trade for their own merchandise but they wouldn't cash a rhole 


paycheck, Teachers rang door bells asking people to please pay their taxes. The 
warrents bore interest at 6 % and one teacher bought up teachers pay checks at a ) 
discount and made a pot of dough. 
When the Attorney General was asked for adyise, he said to shorten their lines, 
issue "refunding bonds", pay current expenses and interest, and consider closing 
(he high school. 


The Dust-bowl migrants were starting to trickle in to the northwest in 
hopes of finding-rain, jobs, and a new place to live. They found that cheap rent 
and taxforeciosed land in Warrenton was very attractive. The tax foreclosed-land was 
nold at public auction on the Court House steps by the.County Land Agent after a 
prospective buyer petitionedto have it sold and the Land Agent placed a minimum 
or starting bid on the land. 


The Fort of Astoria owned a cannery for peas in the late 1930s. The P. J, 
vurk Co, had gone bankrupt a couple of years earlier and the Port had taken over 
the canne.cy, which’ had a capacity of 300,000 cases a year. A canneryman from 
Salt Lake City, Max Lehman, leased the cannery from the Port and had 600 acres of 
land committed by February and was trying to double that figure 
before planting time. Yhere also was a W.P.A. pea cannery in Astoriaand it apparently 
was at the first fish lab building by the P.P.L. power house. A County Agent ) 
was attempting to get a car load of peas together to be shipped to the scorched 
mid-west in July 1935. At that time there was considerable acreage of peas planted 
in the Flavel or Tansy Point area. 


in the late twenties, at least, but before social security and the Depression, 
tthe County operated the so-called "poor farm" on the road to Jewell. It was located 
on the site of the Forestry Department building which one leaves on the left on 
\lighwas 202 before reaching the Walluski Loop Road. 

There werethree buildings, one of which had private rooms for the indigent resi- 
dents.Frank Mudd was the general manager and Fred britz did thelabor that was too 
strenuous for the residents. The farm had a garden, horses, and cows. Any surplus 
food that was produced, like milk, was sold at least part of the time. The Farm 
had only male residents At about this same time the County made a grave yard 
avallable for burying people who couldn't afford a site in any of the many cem- 


etaries in the county. It was popularly called 'pavpers grave yard' and it was 
located adjacent to Oceanview Cemetery and also adjacent to the garbage dump road. 
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It hasn't been maintained and is now quite overgrown with alder trees. 

In the 1950s the Warrenton PIA was quite active with several programs in 
operation. The PIA sponsored 'Learn To Swim" classes that were quite large and 
children from communities as far as Astoria came to the two-week classes. The 
Colonel at Camp Rilea allowed swim classes to be held in the Camp Rilea natatoriwum 
part of the time and classes were also held at Camp Kiwanilog and at Coffenbury 
Lake. School busses shuttled children to and fro all morning long. 

The PTA not only endorsed fluoridation heartily but shepherded it thru the 
city vote and then thru the usual year-later revote. There was some grousing 
from Hammond that Hammond didn't get a chance to vote on the matter but it turn- 
out that Hammond, thru the years, has consistantly turned out a stronger 'YES' 
vote than Warrenton has. 

Fluoridation is only a tempest in a teapot but Oh! what a violent tempest 
it usually becomes! Technically it's a no-contest argument. The cost is minimal, 
it is tasteless, it does no harm, and if a ‘teenager in Warrenton does have cav- 
ities now, without fluoridation that youth would have three times as many. Altho 
there are vague claims of pipe corrosion, the pH of the water and the presence 
of chlorine disinfectant vastly out-weigh the fluoride effect. 


Up into the 1930, horses were used to pull beach seines as a method of catch- 
ing salmon. A half dozen teams of horses were driven in a circle so that each 
team in turn could hook onto a seine becket and pull the seine, with it's catch 
of salmon, ashore a little bit. The salmon were nudged toward a slight cod or 
bunt in the center of the seine. 

Some horses didn't splash their feet right in the water so they were unsuit— 
for use as seine horses. During the fishing season, horses were stabled in 
barns built on piling right on the seining bar. The seine bars were leased 
from the State, and since there were a score or more seine grounds, it added 
up to quite a few horses. i 

At the start of the century, Washington and Oregon each claimed ownership 
of the entire estuary because of the riches it contained. The matter finally 
reached the U. S. Supreme Court and it was held in 1908 that the Washington- 
Oregon border is quite close to the Washington shore. This ownership right 
actually reached a National Guard confrontation at one point. 
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Hiack to the horses, they were turned loose to forage for themselves thru the 
the winter and there is a registry of horse brands(but not cow brands) in the Clatsop 
County Court House. Allen Goulter and MosesHershey supplied seine horses to the 
canneries from the large herds that they maintained. Finley High built a large 
barn in Warrenton to feed these seine horses and in 1990 itstill. stands. It 
measures 110. feet by 100 feet and the roof has3tidge poles. The loft was the hay- 
mow and the ground level wasall open and in which the horses could mill free, 

Some seine horses were put on range on the beach lands south of the Columbia 
River and this became at. once a major nuisanceto the property owners. Oregon 
has a law now that if domestic stock does damage or is hit by a car on a roadway, the 
fault rests upon the animal owner. Not so then, but the home owners didn't want a 
herd of horses in their yards and gardens and their complaints fellon deaf ears. 

‘lo cope with the problem the beach people incormrated the town of Clatsop, 
which was 14 miles dong, in 1870. Then they hired their own enforcement officers 
and passed a law agairmst stray stock and-range grazing. The municipality was 
dissolved in 1911 and Gearhart was incorporated(after Phil “Gearhart). 


Warrenton has.had its' share of reduction plants. Reduction means to reduce 
animal carcasses to oj] and meal. The animals can be either fish, whales, or slaughter 
house trimmings. The Warrens had a slaughter house on the opposite side of the 
Skipanon at the end of the Grade School Road, extended, There was a bridge there 
then. Later the the Natesons had one nearTansy Point. Astoria had a hemlock 
tannery early on. 

Charles DeF orce operated a reduction plant for salmon trimmings in a 
plant mounted on pilings in Youngs Bay, just off the end of the Skipanon 
in 1913, and the piling still remain in 1990. James De Force had a salmon scrap 
xeduction plant located at Smith Point in Astoria in 1890 and the odor wasn't 
very popular, which is probably why the later plant was built on piling off-shore 
in Youngs Bay. Actually the odor is much less than that of a sulfite paper pulp 
mill but it doesn't provide jobs for as many people so that doesn't mitigate the smell. 
There are two distinct types of reduction plants, dry rendezin, ana wet rend- 
ing. The older plants used dry rendering wherein the raw salmon scrap was 
placed in a jacketed and agitated, cylindrical, horizontal tank and cooked for many 
hours until it was boiled dry. The fishy odor was markedly augmented by the fish 
not being 'fresh'. The oil was squeezed out by placing the cooked fish in canvas 
cloths, stacked one on top of the other, pressing them all at once in a vertical 
hydraulic press for an hour or so. The oil would be unmarketable today f deing very 
brown instead of light yellow) and the meal was sold for fertillizem Neither 
was suitable for feed or soap or much of anything. 
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Around 192@ it was found that if a little fish meal of good quality was 
incorporated in the ration of a laying hen or a broiler chick dramatic production 
results are obtained. Consequently dry rendering for fertilizer. ceased but redvat! 
by any name had an odious memory. - In 1928 Warrenton had an ordinance prohibiting 
reduction plants but Bioproductsoperated a salmon and tuna scrap reductiom plant 
from abouti948 to 1974. It was about 300 feet back from WarrentonDrive and order 
urging from the DEQ by mail, it was found that with no substantial expense the fish 
odors from the driers could be ‘destroyed in the boiler fire box. There is 
an excellent chance that the pulp mill:odor could also be destroyed the same way, 
if it can be entrapped. A persons sence of,smell fatigues very rapily and, without, 
fresh air for comparison, that person is soon unaware of an off-odor. 


Whaling is a special kind of reduction and dates far back in history. Whalers. 
used to save only the oil from whales and they recovered only a portion, mayhe half 
of the potential oil. In 191Z the United States Whaling Co. processed 186 whales 
at Port Armstrong on Baranof Island,-Alaska. That same year the Maska Whaling to. 
flensed over 300 whales at Akutan(out on the chain near Dutch Harbor) but they did 
nothing with the carcasses. They left. 200 carcasses in Akutan Harbor and another 

100 inside the Bering ~ Sea. The Coast Guard considereci the carcasses to 
be a navigational hazard and told the Alaska Whaling Co. to getrid: of them, So 
the next year the company went back and turned the 300 carcasses into fertilizer 
as did the U.S.Whaling Co, at Port Armstrong. Some said thatthat made enough odor 
to go around the earth three times. In 1912 the American Pacific Whaling Co. at 
Westport Washington processed whales and made the carcasses into fertilizer. but 
the trouble was that their gunners only mortally wounded several whales and they 
washed up on the shore afterthey died. There were many hundred whales killed per 
year. 

Bioproducts whaled in Warrenton for five years. The company received three 
sperms and two humpbacks in 1961, one finback in 1962, five fin backs in 1963, one 
sperm in 1964, and one finback in 1965, for atotal of 13 whales. 

Against these dozen whales are the thousands& thousands that have beenk illed 
on the Pacific Coast of North America by the whaling station at Akutan in the Aleu- 
tians and Port Armstrong, the Ganadians at Graham in the Queen Charlottes, the 
Canadians at Naniamo and Coal Harbor on Vancouver Island, the Americans at 
Aberdeen,Westport, and Richmond California, Then all of these together are small 
potatoes compared to the Norwegian and Japanese take plus the whaling at the “ape 
of Good Hope. = 

The Japanese at least eat their whales since their food supply is deficient In 
animal protein, And if you ever watched a battery of chicks NOT grow on a diet 
deficient in animal protein, you wouldn't extoll the virtues of a vegetarian diet. 
Vegetables are deficient in thg essential amino acids cystine and lysine. 
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Al Eliott holds a disarmed 90 mm harpoon 

Harold Carrington holds a flensing hook 

Orvo Piipo looks very skeptical 

Mark Dossier has calk boots and flensing knife 

Lyle Anderson's hands must be cold 

Rich Carruthers holds a flensing knife 
On the whale deck are flensing hooks 
ous early 1960s. 
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Finbacks are a baleen whale that feeds chietly on 
euphasids, asmall shrimp-like crustacean, which are 
strained out of the water when the bulbous tongue 


is rolled around. The harpoon is inside the whale. 
Bioproducts, summer of 1963. 


Due to their size and rarity,whales draw crowds with a magnetic attraction. 
The word seemed to get around and there always seemed to be a crowd and it was 
thot at times that there were 1200 to 1500 people present with some coming from 
as far away as Portland--even in the middle of the night. Not knowing what else 
to say, people tossed puns profusy. During the flensing part there was pract- 
ically no odor at all yet a large per centage of the spectators walked around 
holding their noses all of the time that they were there. Some scientists 
from Oregon Health Science Center walked around with a tiny scalpel in hand, 
quite perplexed about getting a sample from a 50 ton whale. 

Humpback whale meat has a slight taste of seaweed. If it is spiced up a 
pit, most people are unaware that it is not a beef roast when they are eating 
it. 

The oil from this operation was sold to Mount Hood Soap Company in Port- 
land, the bones were dried and ground up for flower bulb fertilizer, and the 
liver was ‘washed’, with oil to extract the vitamin A. The loins were 
chunked, codled, ground, sacked, and frozen for dog or mink food, A few whale 
knick-knacks were sold to the curious procession of visitors. 

The venture was not profitable for many reasons. There wern't enough whales, 
the whales that were found were so far away that the huge, hot hulk spoiled on 
the way in, the market for whale parts belonged to a different era, fish reduc— 
tion machinery isn't suitable to handle animal meat, the whales were always land- 
ed at off hours and required far too much over-time work, it wasn't satisfactory 
to own or to contract a killer boat, and America was entering an age of conser- 
vation, Every one of these reasons taken alone could have quashed the venture. 

Whales can store oxygen not only on the hemiglobin of their blood but also 
on the myoglobin in their flesh. This enables whales to remain submerged for 
long periods’ of time--legend has it to be-one hour. Fine and dandy. But what 
do the whales do with their carbon dioxide? Humans ‘tan live in an atmosphere 
that contains 4 % CO2 but if the 
concentration builds up to 6 % 
we are in trouble, and at 8% 
we lose consciousness because 
the pH of our blood is changed. 
It works both ways. If we stand 
and breathe rapidly and deeply 
(nyperventilate) we get dizzy 
from losing too much C0, - 

Whale blubber is not mono- 
lithic depot fat, It is thick, 


fibrous, fatty skin and since 


Bioproducts.'" 90MM harpoon gun 
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it is quite fibrous, comes the question: ‘Does it have a well developed vascular 
system? If it does have a blood supply, is it possible that there is an ex- 
change of C 02 from the blood to the blubber oil? C 02 ig readily soluble in oft. 


It is not known in this sequestered corner how long a deep-diving whale, like a 
sperm, remains at the surface after diving. 


FISHERIES 


During the latter half of thel930s, two important things happened in the Io- 
cal fisheties. One was the discovery of commercial amounts of albacore off the 
Oregon coast. The north Pacific is a great, slow-moving whirlpool, and as the 
waters, warmed in the tropics, swing past Japan and then the Aleutians, they bring” 
a warm current of water flowing southward past’ Oregon. It is called the Kuro 
Shiwo and Albacore inhabit this warm current, When it was discovered that the 
fish were there, a local fishery was developed, post haste. 

The albacore appear around the middle to the end of summer, or, not at all. 
The warm current might be 5 or 10 miles off shore or it might be 100 miles off 
shore. The albacore are caught by trolling pole,hook, and ling, using a lure. 
Like most fish, albacore has to be precooked before canning because a substantial 
amount of water separates on cooking and also quite a bit of oil drains from the 
steaming retorts when the albacore are precooked. Then the albacore are general- 
ly packed in small ‘half-flats' with salad oil. 

The other fishery development was the sudden appearance of pilchard off the 
Oregon coast in 1934. The Oregon Legislature revised the fishery laws to allow 
the reduction of an edible fish to oil and meal, A sizeable reduction fishery 
rapidly developed and some pilchards were canned, The pilchard is a herring- 
like fish found ‘all along -ou® Pacifi@Coast,. Most of the canning was done in 
pound ovals in tomato sauce. There were three floating reduction plants and at 
least three shore plants. They were all at Tansy Point in Warrenton, 

The ships were the Santa Cruz, the Redondo, and the Mira Flores. The shore 
plants were Joe Anderson; Jumbo Thomas and W. C. Edwards' Pacific Marine Products: 
and Ed Davids' and Max Berg's Del Mar Fisheries. 

Some big California seine boats from the anchovy fishery, some herring boats, 
and some salmon seiners all fitted out with pilchard seines, It was a boon for 
the dust bowl migrants because-they could walk into a reduction plant and be 
hired on the spot, no application forms to fill out, and no responces "Don't 
call us, We'll call you". — 

Tt was a big deal for five years, 1935, 1936, 1937, 1938, and 1939. Togeth- 
er, in one day, the three floaters received 800-tons of fish brought in by 12 
seiners. Pacific Marine Products ran 400 tons of fish a day in the first week 
of its operation. Some pilchard were also landed at a reduction plant in Aberdeen. 
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Then in 1940 the fishery startedout all right but almost at once came to a 
sereeching halt. No fish. So the big seiners folded their nets and silently 
stole away. The plants named above varied in size and they and they didn't all 
run for five solid years by any means. One man started up a plant in 1940 but it 
stopped almost instantly when the fish ran out. He lost his shirt, The defunct 
Pacific Fishermans Yearbook gives many interesting details of the pilchard fishery, 
; Pilchard are a fish similar to herring and one of the unusal things about 
herringis that they swim in large schools and if for some reason a gravid female 
delivers eggs, Bingo: The entire school spawns instantly. If the spawn is re- 
leased in a favorable location, like where it can cling to brush driftwood that 
is out of the surf, it will be a successful spawning and a bumper crop will be 
produced. In the open sea, the surf and hungry fish will allow none to survive. 
This makes the prospect of introducing spawn from Europe chancy but not impossible. 


SOME RED LELTER DATES IN OREGON FISHERIES 


1840,.,.,,Salted salmon packed west ofLongview at Oak Point 

1866.....In hand made cans, the first Columbia River salmon was packed at Pillar Rock 
1880,....Disastrous storm for Columbia River gillnet sailboats 

1903....-First Iron Chink used for lower grades of salmon 

1908,....U. S. Supreme Court sets OR/WA ‘border close to Washington 

1914...,.,Sanitary can with a gasket replaces hand-made cans for salmon 
1914,....Whales landed at Aberdeen 


1926....eFish wheels declared illegal in Oregon 
1933....-Bonneville Dam became the first of the salmon killers 
1994. eGrand Coulee Dam choked off the upper Columbia salmon run 


1934.,...Salmon traps declared illegal in Oregon 

1935....».Oregon law allows uneviscerated pilchard to be canned 

1935-39..Large pilchard harvest 

1938.....Albacore run found eff Oregon coast 

1939.....Vitamins A and D recovered’ from fish livers in Oregon 

1940 .....Seafood lab established at Astoria in old wooden pea cannery building 
1941-1951.Vitamins D and then.A made synthetically 


1944, Beach seines declared illegal in Oregon 
194, Shad caught in upper Columbia 
1955. . Shrimp fishery started in Oregon 


1958.....-Whales landed at Warrenton 

1972......U. 5. Sovereignty declared 50 miles of shore 

1974 «o++-Belloni/Bolt Decisions favor Indian catch of salmon 
1976..... U. S, Sovereignty declared to extend to 100 miles off shore 
1986..... Small catch of scollops and squid found off Oregon coast 


151 


SAWMILLS 


Forests, logs, and sawmills have provided the most stable, year around employ- 
ment of all industries for Warrentonians. Douglas fir is unsurpassed for house 
construction. Close-grained spruce is stronger for its' weight but not for its’ 
size. Douglas fir resists rot better than spruce, hemlock, or alder -butnot as 
well as Western Red Cedar, Port Orford Cedar, or Alaska Yellow Cedar. Termites 
eat Alaska Yellow Cedar voradously, and :there are térmites in Warrenton. The 
winter-wood of aldazis white so sliced plywood made from alder has a unique 
white line that would make nice interior doors and a small industry could slice 
venier for shipment to the large door manufacturers. Alder and western Big Leaf 
Maple are used for furniture. Sequoia gigantica or California Big Tree puts on 
a lot of wood fast as it grows and it might make shingles but it is by far too 
brittle for framing lumber 

In Warrenton Douglas Fir grows too-slender for Christmas trees but Grand 
Fir and Noble Fir do nicely. A mile or two further inland from the ocean 
Douglas Fir makes Christmas trees if they are carefully pruned. 

At Klutchy Creek on Highway 26 20 miles or so south of Seaside once grew 
the worlds largest Douglas Fir until the Columbus Day Storm in 1962 blew it down. 

Carlos Shane homesteaded the land adjacent to Fort Clatsop and his land had 
a stand of spruce that was about 10 feet thru at the base. He couldn't get the 
logs to a saw millso he bored holes and split. the logs with black powder.and burned 
them. To remove the stumps he built a roaring fire between two of the roots. 

Then when the fire simered down to a bed of coals, he shoveled dirt on top of 
the coals, burying the roots with the coals. As long as the coals were kept cov- 
ered and constantly tended, the coals would stay alive and consume the roots but 
it would take a day or two or more. It. was called.charpitting. One man could 
go around and around and charpit several stumps at a time. 


D. K. Warren bought a sawmill in Warrenton from Frank Kelley in 1890. It 
was called the Old Oregon Mill and it had a crew of about 25 Japanese. They lived 
in a long house on the Seaside side of the Skipanon on the ocean side of the road 
that crosses the Skipanon in downtown Warrenton. Warren sold the mill toH. A. 
Muffley of Seattle but the mill burned soon after. 

Pattersen, Plue, and Trembly had a mill called Warrenton Lumber in 1920. 
Another mill of that time was that of E. R, Smiley and Jake Lambert. The Smiley- 
Lambert mill was located on the Seaside side of the Skipanon and close to the tracks. 
There also was a shingle mill in Warrenton around 1940, of which Richard Roles 
was president and Charles Bronson was vice president. Due to the down-time for 
repairs, sawmill workers called the Warrenton Lumber mill Haywire No. 1 and the 
Smiley mill Haywire No. 2. 
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With Arthur Prouty as president,- Walter Prouty vice president, and Ted 
Dichter sec.-treas., a Prouty mill was started in Seaside on 12*Btreet. They 
soon felt handicapped by the lack of water freight and moved to Warrenton. The 
Frouty mill ran in Warrenton from 1921 until0ctober 1953 when it closed due to 
inefficiency. It had a band saw head rig to make (square) cants and the cants went 
to a gang saw. It had a wigwam sawdust burner, sawed fish box shook, and made 
broom handles. The major product of course was dimension lumber, surfaced, 

* Youngs Bay Lumber Co. was located very near the site of the Clay Plant and 
started operating in 1941. It was dubbed the 'Swede Mill” since itssaw blades were 
made in Sweden, The saw blades measured 4+ feet by 4 inches, were thin, were used 
as a gang in a sash holding up to 10 or 15 blades,and they reciprocated up and down, 
The gang saws were used on cants made by the twin saws in the head rig which was 
fed with a shot-gun(high speed return) carriage. Unce on the return it over-shot 
the stopper cushion and went out thru the end wall, The saws had an 8 inch excursion 
and made the trip up and down again in 1 second, The mill had 60 to 70 employees 
and after it stopped operations here it was shipped to Roseburg. 

Warrenton was without a sawmill for a couple of years or more and some of the 
unemployed workers bought working shares in the Astoria Flywood Cooperative. In 
1955 DenJensen, Ted Bellingham, Cecil Elliott, and a man named Jepson built a mill 
called. + narrenton Lumber Co, and’operated it for awhile, In 1963 Dant and 
Russell, owner of several mills, bought Warrenton LumberCo, and called it Warrenton 
Corporation at first but changed to calling it Warrento: Lumber Co. before lon g. 
Ini969 a fire tmrned mostof the mill but it wa s rebuilt in 1970, Several local 
people had some. stock of Dant and Russell and Martin Nygaard traded some logging 
equipment forstock in Dant and Russell. A Dick Baldwin was president of D & R 
but this man was not Warrenton's former city manager, Then Dant and Russell 
expanded too fast or the lumber market fell or something but they couldn't meet 
all of their obligations. They operated 9 mills by now and a Joe Heigel of 
Fortland was President. They had been selling stock “over the counter" to finance 
their mill purchases but some°of the investers became wary and started to sell their 
stock, so the price fell to less than-a dollar a share. In 1977 it was listed on 
the Pacific Coast lxchange at 14 1/2 a snare. 

Crown Zellerbach had a lot of timber in the area and “they bought. the bank- 
rupt mill fair and square in 1985, But they said that as new owners they didn't 
have to recognise the seniority that some of the crew had built up, so these seniors 
would be given a cut in pay and all workers would start again as freshmen, and on 
probation. 

Then by 1986 hostile takeovers became a way to make a fast buck with leveraged 
financing and an internatioal corporate raider named Sir ‘James Goldschmidt raided 
Crown despite all of Urowns delaying maneuvers. 
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Sir James . divided the Crown purchase into 4 parts: Gaylord Containers, 

Eezel, Wauna Pulp Mill, and Cavenham Forest Industries. The latter owns some timber 
and Warrenton Wood Products--the new name of the Warrenton sawmill. WhenCavenham, the 
name of a town in Englandy started in 1986 the crew was given $1, per hour pay cut, 
then the next year they were given another dollar an hour cut. 

The mill itself is actually two sawmills in one yard and they are called the 
big mill and the little mill. Mach mill has twin band saws for the head rig, is 
computerized, and places logs by end-dogging. The head rig band saws are 14 inch 
and the resaw bands are 12 inch. ‘The edgers are changeable from metric to Snglish 
dimension and both are used.. Barking is done mechanically andscrap lumber is reduced 
to chips which go out by scow to pulpmills. Logs. are received by truck from Caven- 
ham forests and by raft from loggers. Lumber, ‘some “green, some kiln dried. some 
shed dried,,is trucked to Astoria, Portland, and Seattle for distribution by boat, 
rail or truck. 

Several local people lost money in the Dant and Russell Bankruptsy and among 
them was Martin Nygaard. His father, Andrew, and his uncle, Ingvald, had 
operated a log dumpstation at 3rd and Anchor in the 1950s while Martin was in 
the woods logging. There are log dumps and sort yards in several places locally, 
Martin decided to trade some of his logging equipment to Dant and Russell in 
exchange for company stock. Then Dant and Russell went broke and Martin was left 
without his gear. However somehow he got enough capital together to start a sort 
yard at Tongue Point. The area was small and it was a behive of activity. There 
are three parcels of land at Tongue Point. The Coast Guard Base is on the down 
stream sideof'the Foint and the Job Corps is on the upstream side. Upstream and 
adjacent to the Job Corp's Training Center area‘few acres of flat* land and deep water 
which was a naval base duringWWII. Also rows and rows of Liberty ships were moored 
there in WII. When Martin gotset, up at Tongue Point he leased some of the flat. 
land from the State Land Board but it appeared to them that the land would be more 
suited for use as a site for building modules for off-shore 011 drilling platforms 
and they refused to renew Martins lease. Instead they leased the land to United 
Module Fabricators who built a module or two but moved to a more attractive site 
and theplace has been vacant since. 

This left Nygaard without a site for his sort-yard but when the magical word 
‘of "jobs" is used, all sorts ofsuitors appearwithhat in hand, 

The Fort of Astoria hasthe authority to condemn and take over any property 
that will further their purpose and their interests are viewed skeptically by most 
land holders. The Port eyed Tansy Point and began flexing their muscles a little. 

Eben Carruthers, a wealthy self-made inventor, owned the land between N, W. 14th 
and N. W. 15th from Warrenton Drive to the River. fHben and others engaged ~ John 
Haugh, a portland attorney,to represent them and this delayed the Port acticn. 


Eben thot that theland had such an expansive view that it should be used tesidentally. 


and he made an outright gift of the tract to the city,with a reversionaty 
clJause,howevei,if it were not so used. Then Mbens health failed and Warrenton 
lost 6ne of its' outstanding citizens, 

Guy Glenn, a Long Beach Washington attorney, and his wife, bought Facific Shrimp, 
Which was in excellent health at the time. Facific Shrimp had been started in 1957 
by George Muskovita (a drag boat fisherman), Al Conger, Joe Anderson (a fishery 
entrepreneur), and Ivar Went (a Seattle fish broker). The next year Kenneth Berg 

(an accountant from the demised Pills bury Flour Mill and GrainEl.evator at the 
Eort Docks) bought out Al Congers share. 

For various reasons Pacific Shrimp. declined in health somewhat and then 
\ygaard appeared on the scene with strong backing from the administration of War- 
renton. 

Pacific Shrimp and Plant 2, Bioproducts, are both on railroad right of way 
but the structures wereseparately owned. 

In closed door meetims the Warrenton City Commissioers put together a compli- 
cated package deal. Closed meetings are legal when discussions are held on property 
negotiation or personnel character; not otherwise. 

There were over 20 separate facets put together to make the whole package and 
it was a fine piece of resourceful statesmanship. Some of the parts were: Securing 
lottery money to build N. W. 13th Avenue; Purchase of the railroad Right of Way; 
inw suit over possesion of Pacific Shrimp; law suit over the indutrial use of 


the Carruthers gift land;satisfactory financial agreement with Nygaard for use 


of City land;. resolution of wet land usagejand purchase of Plant 2, 
iiygaard started log-sort operations at Tansy Point in 1986 on a limited basis 
but got his act = put together steadily. fntrance was on N.W. 14 th and 


the street soon became impassable. It had been built for horse and carriage traffic 
to the Flavel Hotel almost a century ago and it sank under the pounding of log 
trucks‘that are incessantly in a hurry. In 1987 N.W. 13th was pushed thru and 
vibrated down with extra heavy ballast. Warrenton Drive was painfully widened in 
the thick of tourist traffic and Alder Creek Bridge was widened. 

The Carruthers reversionary title clause was resolved by making a cash setle- 
ment to the Garruthers estate plus building a Carruthers Memorial Park with a sort-— 
yard look-out platform, : 

Bergerson Construction Co. rented the small pipe-line dredgeof the Port of 
Astoria and withit dredged a mooring basin for Nygaards chip scows and tugs, The 
spoils were pumped ashore for e yard site andfor a log deck, 

The U. SF&WL Service had used the Tansy Foint site as a -down stream 
test station for many years and had years of reference data as experience. 50 a 
little mitigationpond was dug with a back hoe as appeasement. 

The City of Warrenton now owned the entire ball of wax and now could lease 
the site back to Nygaard as a source of revenue to the city, Money wouldn't 
pour” into the city's. coffers instantly tho because the city had incurred 
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some indebtedness to pay offfirst. Heasure 5 had put agrave strain on the finances 
of all government bodies in the state. 

Nygaard uses Plant 2 for a truck repair shop and. PacificShrimp for a chip 
blowing station to load scws. 

The city gets $400. a month rent for pyant 2, $350. a month for Pacific Shrimp, 


and $ 3180, amonth for the yard--money that Warrentonians wont have to pay, 
after the debt is retired. 
After . W. 13th was clear, ballasted, gravelled, drained, and sur- 


faced the government made threatening gestures in Warrentoris direction about destroy- 
ing wetlands and said the land had to be returned to its‘ pristine semi-swamplike 
condition--green frogs and all. After the parties glared at each other a while 
the matter seemed to be dropped. 7 

Nygaard carries a huge inventory of logs and the yard is cramped for space 
so they haul bark dust for a land fill ssuth of N. W. 13 th and ablock East of 
Warrenton Drive for a place to store export logs. 

In the hey-day of the salmon industry, the packers sometimes loaded their 
seasons packonto a scow at tax time. This scow was towed out into the river for 
a day or two while plant inventory was taken. Nygaard would have to have several 
ships to carry his inventory. 

Give or take a few people there are said to be about 60 people working in 
the sort-yard. At times the plant runs 24 hours a dayand there are several parts 
to the operation: Weighing : or scaling, unloading trucks, re-mount- 
ing the trailer on the tractor, the office staff, the Plant 2 mechanics, the 
debarkers, the bark dust off bearers, the log stackers , the loading of chip trucks, 
the loading of scows, the feeding of the chipper, sometimes the running of a 
shingle mill, the maintenance crew, etc. 

The Nygaard Sort-yard critics complain about the noise from the chipper and 
especially about the noise from the barker. The varkeris a tube made of 1/2 inch 
iron five feet in diameter and 30 feet long. The tube has teeth inside and as the 
log is also inside, the teeth gnaw the bark off the log when the tube jis 
rotated. The loose bark falls thru slots in the tube onto a drag.chain conveyer. 
The bonging noise made by the log falling around inside the tube is very pervasive 
and varies greatly in intensity from day to day. The chipper is a heavy disc 
about 5 feet in diameter and fitted with heavy planer blades about 2 feet long. 

The logs impinge on this rotating disc at a 45 degree angle. The disc is 
powered with a 500 horsepower motor and a log is reduced to chips ina matter of 
seconds, The chips arechiefly used for paper but some are used for particle board. 

There is not much use for the bark, Some is used for garden mulch, some plants 


use it for boiler fuel. Bark briers are relentles so it isn't 
suited for making fireplace logs. Fir bark does not seem to contain 
taxol. 
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~ POPULATION 

Ingeneral the population of Warrenton has shown steady growth except for 
faltering a bit in the 1920s and the 1950s. 

In the 1920s property values were inflated beyond realitjdue to agressive real- 
tors trying to capitalize during a period of undue optimism about Warrenton's 
rosy future, abetted by John 4, Resident. 

Then theKelley Lumber Company and the Warrenton LumberCompany's sawmill burned. 
The population set-back was short-lived tho since the Prouty Lumber and Box Uc. and 
the Youngs Bay Lumber Company were still operating. - 

A more serious population loss occurred in the 1950s when the Prouty sawmill 
closed with no other mill operating. With salnon in serious decline jVizually no 
commercial clams, no tuna, and no pilchard, it took over twenty years for the pop- 
ulation to regain its' 1950 figure. 

Despite these industry closures the average long-term growth rate for Warren- 
ton is almost 30 people a year or 28.6 to be mathematically exact. 


IMMIGRANTS 


With the influx of people as ~ Warrenton grew, one wonders where all the 
people came from. Genealogists find that as the wave of people sloshed Westuard, 
most commonly they moved in groups, whole communities together. As i © Johnny 
Appleseed said "Get on the wagon rolling west or you will be left alone". A stellar 
example of that group movement can be seen right here in Warrenton. 

MW. S. Hamilton, his wife and. 10 children, Jake Maize, his wife and several 
children, made the migration in the spring and summer of 1928. The party of 18 
had a caravan of threecars, and a truck that had a large canopy. ‘The small chi (dren 
rode in passenger cars with their parents and the older children Sat on long benches 
that lined the sides of the truck canopy. Lee Buffington drove the truck to War- 
renton and then temporarily returned to Missouri, from whence they started. 
The cars wheels had wooden spokes and at every stop the passengers piled out and 
wrapped wet gunny sacks over the wheels when they were in dry country. The young 
folks had a lark in the truck once spilling a bucket of pork and beans, 
intended for lunch, the entire length of the truck. At the cliche’"spill the ‘beans" 
a hearty guffaw is still heard. 

Grandma Maize bought the Hulda Lee house, (a 2-storyyellow building that wes 
by Les Newton's garage) and changed the name Maize Hotel. Frank Maize entered the 
grocery business at 2nd and Mainy . The Hamiltons got jobs in the weeds. 

Finally over 100 people from Shannon County, Missouri, came to Warrenton and 
amoung them were the Hartleys, Culps,ByrdS,Martins, Ledgerwoods, Teagues, 
Johnsorg,Smothermans, Dunns, and the Wilsons, 

_The Gramsons came from Seattle, the Baldwins from Eastern Oregon, Corkills from 


Nebraska, the Carringtons, Sagens, Boices, Fouts.eame from Dakota, Harold Gramson 
was born ‘in Canada. 158 
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iiorthwest Uregon has intrigue? geologists since early in the 1900s. 
Aroundl9LO H. C. Harrison, a machiMist who worked at the Astoria and Columbia 
filver car barns out near Alder Ureek, dug a well at his residence which was near 
the Warrenschools. At 280 feet a gas pocket was struck . that was active enough 
to blow water 10 or 15 feet into the air. Then the gas sustained a good flame. 

After that, an oil well dug at Flavel, near Plant 2, showed a ‘trace'of oil 
whatever that means-probably the driller snifted the drill bit. 

In 1922 a 4808 foot well at the airport struck a trace of.oil and a little gas, 

In 1955 a 7101 foot well at Hoaglands Farm, alittle way past Fort Clatsop 
from Warrenton showed laboratory traces. They are trying hard now. 

There is a creek called. Coal Creek . between Nehalem and the Sunset Highway, 
that flows over a ledge of very low grade coal. It glows in the coals in a. fire 
nlace but will not support combustion. 

In the Lewis and Clark valley, in the region of the Crown Camp and the head 
vorks of Warrenton's water supply, prior to 1900, a man named Ulson drilled a 
bunnel into rock,, igneus or sedimentary 7, purportedly in search of coking coal 
but we dont know what evidence inspired all that hard work, - 

In the Pacific llorthwest the results of any.oil well that has been drilled here, 
after a short delay period, can be obtained from 

Mineral Records 6ffice 
Bureau of Land Management 
P. 0, Box 2965 
Portland, 6 R 97208 

Then a dozen or more attempts to find hydrocarbons have been made made 
off-shore and on-shore from the Columbia River to Tillamook but they were mostly 
unsuccessful, 

The one that was successful was the natural gas field at Mist around 1950. 
Several dry wells were drilled and then a consortium of Reichold, Shamrock, and 
Northwest Natural Gas made a strike in 1979 in lruer No. i at Mist. The gas is 
in pockets in this field and the pockets, when found, become depleted. 

Northwest Natural Gas distributesgas over a large area and Warrenton's distri- 
bution point is at the old Amax site, HG pumps gas from various pockets to 
central storagein either the Flora or the Bruer pools. All in all, possibly 
40 wells have been drilled ‘in the 200 acre Mist field. The pressure in the 
Hruer storage pool may reach 1000 pourds per square inch at times during the year. 
The Mist storage reseryoirs also receive pipeline gas from Alberta Canada 
at times. 
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‘this wornout 4-inch rotary drill bit was poweredby a long pipe 
leading from above. High tech drill mud was pumped down the 
=) pipe to flush: out the rock chips, cool the bit, and seal the 
wall of the hole. 
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NEWSPAPERS - 

Astoria's newspapers have overshadowed Warrenton's newspapers and they, in 
turn, have. been eclipsed by the Fortland papers. The first paper in Astoria was 
tne Harine Gazette which was started in 1864 and lasted two years.It was followed 
hy D, C. Irelands Morning Astorian in 1873, It was a 4~page 5 -column tabloid. 
This changed to a daily in may 1876, and at the same time they published 
a weekly. In 1892 a second newspaper called the Pvéning Budget was started and 
the Great Depression forced the two papers to merge into the_Astoria Budget. 

"his changed to the Daily Astorian much later. 

‘There have been several Finnish newspapers in Astoria. The Unsi Kotimai, 1881-1890 
hy August Nyland; the WeeklyLannestar 1890-1906; the labor paper Tovari 1907-1930 
the _Lannen-Suomestar started in 1922 and ran for several years but as the first 
eoneration Finns died off Cke Zatterlow changed the name to Columbia Fress altho 
he retained a page in Finnish for a while. 


J.3, Dellinger, publisher of Warrentons' Port Uregon Tribune and later pub- 
‘isher of the Morning Astorian is said to have fabricated some wild yarns about 
‘nllaby Lakeon days when there just wasn't anynews:. This is how the Paul 
‘unyon yarns got started on a dull news day) in the Great Lakes country: An editor 
inld a reporter " Don't come back without: a story". He came back and Faul Bunyon 
unas born--and grew to quite a guy agother scribes got into the act. Dellinger also 
uorked up some directories on dull news days around 1893. 


lewspapers of Warrenton 


fort Oregon Tribune John S. Dellinger, publisher, and Mason e ditor established 
1896 published Friday. Fublication stopped in 1899. In 1906 D. Haley brcame 
editor of a 4 page6 column tabloid price $ 2. a year. 


enton liews limanuel H. Flagg, editor ™.S,. and Melba Hammel, press. lstab 1 F 1915. 
Published Thursday. Consolidated with Argus in 1926 stopped in 1929. 


latsop County Argus G. Clifford Barlow, editor weekly February 1925. 


yolumbia Beacon Ialph- Day editor Fublished Thursday in 1957 #1958 Aida Day reporter 


Publisher and editors’ Haroldand édla Allen Fub'd Friday Full size to tabloid 
12 to 16 pp Sold to Gary and Julia Nevan in 1988 and published as a tabloid. 
Columbia Harbor” Defender was:& mimeograph publication of several legal-size sheets prepar- 


ed by pfc. Hal Allen working in the Guard Hiouse at Fort Stevens in 1942, Some 
vf the Defender was printed in the Astorian Budget for the civilian community, 
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SALMON CANNING 


The way it turned out, hapoleon started it all. Ile needed food for his soldiers 
and he offered a handsome prize to any one who could preserve meat. <A Frenchman, 
Nicolas Appert, in 1810 poked some cubes of meat into a wine bottle, stoppered 

it loosely, and bolled it,and boiled it, and boiled it, and boiled some more. 

‘The profuse boiling killed off the Ulostridium spores and he chuckled all the way 

to the bank. ‘The canning of meat spread to England then to America. tlext Hune and 
Hapgood took the method across the Il. 5, to the Sacramento River to use on salpon 
in 1864. They made ixon cannisters by; hand, one by one, and to show that theselnun 
was red they painted the cans red. Wo labels, that idea -hadn't dawned yet. 0 
course the outside of the cans didn't rust then either, but the trade mark persist- 


ed for a long time, Rust is iron.oxide and there was not much oxygen space left im 
the “cannister” to form rust.. Yo tell if there were gas forming 
bacteria in thecan they soldered it shut while it was hot. This left 


a slight vacium in the can which sucked the ends in. If the cans spoiled, it bul ged 
the ends out. It took lots of time, lots of thot, and lots of observation to 
deduce this. The vacuum does nothing to help the preservation since the chief 
bacteria that cause the spoilageare- anaerobes and don't need oxygen. To shorten 
the boiling time they added salt to the water bath to raise the temperature. 
lf they were lucky only one can in the wooden case spoiled but sometimes half of 
the cans spoiled. In 1881 spoilage was considered to be 1/2 %. Later, 
a man in Washington lust his seasons pack of 10,000 cases because of spoilage. 
Sacramento salmon had a nearby fresh market in Frisco, so in 1866 Hume moved 
their equipment up to the Columbia river at Hagle Cliff Washington,40 miles above 
Astoria. Salted salmon had been packed there in 1844 (and also at UVak loint 
Hest of Longview). After that salmon canning grew rapidly, extending to Klawek in 
&. i. Alaska in 1878. 1n 1881 there were 1400 sail-powered Gillnet boats fishing 
on the Columbia, not all at Astoria tho. The "butterfly fleet" provided a most 
picturesque era of the lower river fishery. 

John li, Cobb as assistantagent for the salmon fisheries of Alaska wrote 
Bureau of Fisheries Document ilo. 751 around 1910 entitled " The salmon 
fisheries of the Facific Coast." He was knowledgeable and was an icon in the in 
industry. In describing the the sacramentoRiver pack of 1864 he said that they 
used wooden retorts at 6 to 12 pounds pressure and 250 degrees F, ilow steam engine 
boilers were known and made by 1860 and when a 12 pound steel heating boiler blew 
up around 1930 in an apartment building in Seattle it carried away one entire corner 
of. the building. So 12 pounds of steam in a wooden retort? Come 
on, ‘John, Kwitcherlcidn! Hapgood and Hume kept their ‘ bathroom’ locked day and night 
and, as industry pioneers, told that wild tale for gullible competitors. 

Cobb wrote a book giving his views on ways to improve the sanitation of 
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salmon canning. He thought that in-shore plants should be built on piling ina 
current of water because of the stench of entrails from a seasons pack that accum- 
lates beneath dry land canneries. Seemingly, all fish canneries today are on 
piling but all abatoirs are on dry land. 

Uobb also thot cuspidors shovld be placed by the fish butchers side. 
Ile said that theywere going to chew tobacco anyhow and that it would be more san- 
itary to have splttoons than to let them spit on the floor with the fish, Cigarettes 
are said to to have come into widespread usage between 1870 and 1880. 

he pure food laws were just talked abot then and had not yet. been put into 
action. Coca Uola got its' name then because the ‘Pause that refreshes' was cocaine 
and at that time children cried for Castoria, a soothing syrup. 

Wild tales run rampant about the excesses of salmon traps. At Yes Bay in 
Alaska a packer put a trap lead across the mouth of the ay and took 100 % of the 
run, ‘he Yes Bay salmon run never recovered. 

Dr. Harvey, regional directer of the vure l'ood and Drug Administration told 
a meeting of the: salmon packers at a can cutting in Seattle in the 1930s 
"If my son did the things that 1] have seen you packers consistantly do, 1'd have 
him put in the reform school". 

Libby NeNeil & Libby canned halibut for a short time. It was superb pack but 
due to the economic conditions and the vagaries of the halibut population the 
venture was not pursued, 


Jn the 1970s it was found that if ALL of the o11 is removed from fish , it is 

possible to make a dry, tasteless, protein powder. It is difficult to remove 

100, of the of] on a commercial basis but with patience and fortitude it is possible 

to reach less than 1jo oi] on a dry basis, The trouble is that in a centrifwal 

neparation of cooked wet material, it 1s difficult to get down to Yio th per cent. 

“hen, upon drying, and reporting on a dry basis, the per cent oil bounces back 

up to the one per cent again. Solvents are frowned: upon. but an acceptable prod- 

uct can be made, The U.S.F,.W.S. set-up a pilot plant on hake at Hoquium, and sent samples. 

‘The goal was to put FEC or fish protein concentrate in the bread of protein 
starved tropical countries. read made from three parts wheat to one part FHC is 
Andistinguishablefrom ordinary b.read, but (h! what wonders it does for nutrition. 
Nowever in order to be of lowenough cost for a free lunch for impoverished coun- 
tries, the entire trawl net of fishhas to go into the hopper AS IS, Yeah, that's 
right! Guts, feathers, and eyeballs! 

Then the U, 8. I, & L, said "Uh iio! A discriminating ‘housewife would. not. approve 
so you can't do that".  lieantime, peoplestarve in drought ridden countries because 
they can't find dandelion roots or even woms to eat. Ah, but our image is untarnished! 

in the 1940s a pro forma pack was made of iron chink trimmings that had been 
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dewatered on a tangential screen. ‘Then the fish was hammermill ground, canned in 
half flats, and retorted, The rating was excellent on all counts. It was useable 
as luncheon sandwich spread and as meat loaf on the dinner table, as examples. The 


U. S. government officials that were to buy it for foteign relief were apprehe 
about image-tarnishing. Finally they conceded to extending an order for 100 cases 
of 48 half flats but no packer would tool-up for that small order, 


HAND MAD SALMON CANS 


Bill Wooton, veteran cannery man with CRPA in Astoria related that his first 
job in a cannery was making cans by hand in 1914, Before long the so-called 
"sanitary can' was introduced with the 'first operation’ and the ‘second operation’ 
rollers to crimp the rubber-gaskéted lid on the can. ‘Then they added a vacuum 
pump and sealed the can with a Slight vacuum. Evaporated milk hung on to the old 
flanged lid for another 40 or more years. Here's how Bills story is remembered: 


Step 1 Lids and bottoms stamped out of tinned thin sheet iron 

Step 2 Concomittantly the ends are flanged for a lap 

Step 3 Bodies are stamped out. 

Step 4 Bodies are soldered in a templet 

Step 5 With the bottoms on, the cans are tipped at a 45 degree angle, and 
rolled thru a tray of molten solder. to solder the chine only. Kero 
sene fires below kept the solder melted. 

Step 6 Can is hand filled with salmon, 

Step 7 The lid is placed on and soldered by rolling it thru the solder tray 
at 45 degree angle to solder the chine only, 

Step 8 A hole is made in the top by tapping it witha special hammer that 
had a 2penny nail a quarter inch long on the face. 

Step 9 On a conveyor the can goes slowly thru_a sparge steam box in 15 or 
20 minutes to heat it and expand the air. 

Step 10 Hole in lid top is soldered shut. 

Step 11 Can is placed on a cooler tray to be retorted under pressure 


If you can see a dozen places where they must have had a peck of trouble, 
you're right! That's why they lost so many cans and why they switched to the 
gasket lid, The seam on the side of the can-body is still soldered and the spot 
where the side Seam joins the top crimp is still the trouble spot in todays can. 


' reser 


Fishing Fleet; Astoria, Or. 


164 


Keep This CIVIL DEFENSE BULLETIN For Future Reference 


The Fire Siren will be used to elert people in the Warrenton 
area of 8 Civil Defense emergency of any type. The Civil Defense 
signal using the fire siren is THREE blasts, lasting one minute 
each, with a 30-second interval between each blast of the siren. 


Upon hearing this siren, please turn on your radio to the 
local station. Then call friends in the erea to alert them to 
possible danger. 


If evacuation is necessary in the event of natural disaster, 
(flood, seismic waves, etc.) go to Cemp Rilea without crossing 
bridges, if possible, Camp Rilea is 60 feet above sea level 
which is higher then the Airport Hill, Fecilities have been made 
eveileble there, through the State of Oregon Militery Dept., for 
people of the’Werrenton-Hemmond zrea for sanitation, warmth, and 
necessary. tooking in the P. X. end theater buildings, #1 and 715. 


When leaving your home, in the event of evacuation, take 
blankets, transistor redios, toys for small children, and other 
necessities for your particular femily. Leave the lights on in 
your home after you have been mede ewere of the emergency. This 
will help to let others. know that you are aware of en emergency 
end also help to prevent looting after you have left your home. 


It is advisable to locate invalids in your immediate neigh- 
borhood NOW and plen with their femily, or with them, 2 safe way 
to remove them from the aree, if they can be moved. 


Should any disester elert happen during school hours, the 
students will be teken diredt to Cemp Riles. DO NOT drive to 
the schools, es this will only cause congestion and deley. 


Warrenton Area Civil Defense Unit 


Dean C, Chemberlain, Local Director 


Anyone heving suggestions revelant to the sbove bulletin, 
please contact Dean Chamberlain at 861-1180, or come to the 


Civil Defense meetings. Everyone is invited to attend these 
meetings. 


This was mailed to Warrenton box holders in 
1965 with a4 ¢ stamp. You guess, was it 
the cold war, an earthquake, or a tsunami 
that civil defense had in mind? 
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CIVILIAN CONCERVATION CORPS 


xcept for a forgotten graveyard that is overgrown with weeds and trees, a 
few lays about banking, and a few about the stock market, about the only'tanrible 
evidence of the Great Depression that remains around Warrenton in 1990 are the 


+ project 


results of the LUC boys. ‘l'imberline Lodge-on Nount Hood was a WFA 
as was the inventory of the county archives at the epurk house. 

There were two Givilian Conservation Corps camps ‘in Warrer:ton proper and 
of the two camps, lio, 491 in the Cedar Loop, close i and south of the Grade school, 
wasthe more prominent. Une.of the supervisers was Bryson lausch and this camp 
was composed mostly of of Tennesee and Kentucky-boys. The whole project was run 
on a quasi-military manner and Harvey was Commanding Ufficer. The big project 
at Warrenton involved sand. 

The jetties were built to constrict the river mouth enough that the ebb 
tide would sweep the sand out to sea and thus prevent formation of the dreaded 
“olumbia River Bar. This the jetties did but there was a serious side effect. 

The surf liquifies the sand and waves putit upon the beach. Then the wind gets 
into the act and blows the sand inland, Nostly only dry sand is blown by the wind 
but a good storm blous wet sand with ease, tons and tons of it. Scud is blown 
inland at least a mile from hairy curlers. The blowing sand stabilizes, more 

or less, in rows of dune ridges that are parallel‘ to the shore. The foredune is 
often the highest with lesser dune rows further inland, However dune formation 
is an involved subj ect. 

The blowing sand arising from the jetties was bad enough but its' devstating” 
result was further aggravated by overgrazing by seine horses and some range cattle. 
Horses eat by browsing wherein they bite the grass off close to the 
ground with their teeth, Cows have no ineissors upstairs so they graze on 
grass wherein they wrap their tongue around a bunch of grass, pinch with their 
lower teeth and yank. They get pretty good at it. 

As a result of all this, there was a half mile strip of blowing, drifting, 
gritty, barren sand from the jetty 10 miles South to the Necanicum. 

Some of Dave KillionScottages at ColumbiaBeach were engulfed. Clam diggers 
carried two strips of canvas in their cars to be used onthe sand that covered 
the ‘two planks’ (two for each side) of the road to the Peter Iredale. 

The first step was to make a' fence' of flat pickets to slow the wind down 
enough that it would drop its’ burden. There is vast experience on, using stakes 
in snow country. The stakes are generally placed in a checker ‘board pattern 
because the wind swirls in willi-was and can drop the sand in surprisingplace: 

The second step was.to plant Holland Beach Grass in the quiescent areas behind 


the pickets. Holland leach grass is sort of a reed that is like a corn stalk or 
spartina or any grass that adds new growth by sending a another shoot up thru the 
center of existing leaves as they petal out. 


% 
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yectly west of Sunset 


mn eee ee 
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ows of picket fences partitioned ‘off migrating dunes 
ke in 1987, but several years 
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Picket Fences Stopped Migrating Dunes 


vhe area is completely covered with vegetation. Beach 
‘grass, used by Holland to protect Its 
er after the sand was atilled and beach grass planted . performer because in stabilization pro jects it actually 


ie area took on an entirely different appearance. Today . grows better when covered by san 


es, is a star 


e;plants were 
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grown on a four-acre experimental nursery area that 
produced 20 million specimens annually tml it was 
abandoned In 1948. 


Wilderness Near Warrenton Saved 35 Years Ago 


sand blows that-take their toll 
on vegetation and touch off a 
perpetuating cycle of more 
erosion and more blowing. 

Many people evidently don't 
know what It took to salvage 
3,000 acres of dune area along 
the north coast from # barren, 
wind-swept wilderness just 35 
years ago. 

Migrating Dunes. 
‘As late as 1935, migrating 


dunes, piled up and scattered 
aimlessly by sand-filled 
Pacific winds, covered fertile 
pasture lands, drifted into 
jakes and barraged resort 
dwellings, “highways and 
military installalions along 
the coast, 

The mass of shitting sand 
constantly inching Inland 
caused enough concern that 
local residents and military 


‘The required majority of 
landowners in the District 
later authorized strict zoning 
of 5,864 acres prohibiting 
Brazing, tillage and home 
construction in the area 
closest to the shoreline. 

The success of the dune 
stabilization project Is evident 
today as much of the area is 
dedicated to recreational use 
and the rest to tax-generating 


scars they leave heal very 
slowly." 

While giving this reporter a 
first-hand look at the scat- 
tered trails dug out of the sides 
of slopes in the Del Rey Beach 
access area, Leach noticed a 
cyclist churning his way to the 
top of one dune just off the 
roadway, 

Leach stopped his car, 
motioned for the evelist to 


A group of 
ee Conser- 
vati ‘orpsmen 
from Company 
491 Warrenton 
Une up In front of 
the Officer's 


Company:491 at Warrenton did much of its 
work in what is now Fort Stevens State Park 
Afthe time the area was still an. active mili, 
try fers occ perk a 1953. 


Quarters more 


ho 


lows: From keft, 
Elmer Farrell 
the fifth m 


are In Warrenton 
Austin Smith Is 


than $0 years 
ago. The four 
men In the photo- 
for a corps 

tured here as 

the third man. 


Teunlon - are 


wunc because of the rain. 
“We Southerners came out and did a pret- 
1 g00d-job,”” Braniley,,who. came: to. the. 
corpe.from-North Carolina; says. 
Others: remembez when Warrenton. had 


q wooden sidewalls and a group of corps: work- 


Br ‘es helped gee xchey official’s:cows out of a. 

Evidence of the corps work can be seenr 
in the grass near Coffenbury Lake, which 
Keeps. the. body:of water from. being: filled 
with sand: Or the mature grass in the Fort 
Stevens beach areas, which keeps the dunes 
from eroding into flat beach, 

Neither rain nor sand storms kept the men 
from their task, Tho government issued ‘the 
men rain-.repellent clothing, or “teat suits,"” 


from the left. 
Charile Brantky 


Charles Alford ts 
the 13th man 
from the left. 
Commander 

the first man on 


is the ninth man 
from the eft and 
John Parrott Is 
the left. 


‘A nickel looked bigger thar 


alendee put 
@ wagon whee! 


as the corps members call the bulky gear, 

“But Ed E don’t think many of us com- 
plained,” Brantley says. 

Elmer Farrell, who came from Tennessee 
and served as a first sergeant in the corps, 
ended up staying in the Warrenton and Asto- 
ria area after his service. He says one of his 
most memorable times in the corps was an 
‘impromptu visit from Gen. George C, Mar- 
shall, who later. went on 10 initiate the Mac- 
shall Plan, or the European Recovery Pro- 
gram, after World War IL. 

At the time of.the visit Farrell, who had 
studied to become a medical assistant 10 the 
camp doctor, was abaut to stich up a wound- 
ed man, Marshall asked Farrell if the man 
knew what he was about to-do and Farrell 
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assured him he did. 

Later, after Farrell had: risen to senior 
command position in Company 491, ceil 
shall: wrote Farrell a. commendation for 
“fine and faithful work in the CCC.” 

- Charles Alford; who came to the corps 
from North Carolina, says serving in the com- 
pany was a sure way to eat three meals a day, 
and get some work experience. under his belt. 

“Tt was a rough time at home,”’ he says, 
paling on ee “Nobody had jobs then.” 

paid each mana base salary of 
san a month, The men sent $25 a month 
home to their families and kept $5. 

Ata time when 25 cents bought a movie 
ticket, popcom and a dime’s change, $5 was 
a luxury for the men, or as one reunion 


However Holland each grass has very deep roots,’ doesn't smother easily, and tolerates 
salt. The CLC boys transplanted plants rather than planting seeds. 

The third step was to plant Scotch Kiroom: among the Beach Grass stalks 
and the fourth step was to plant Shore Pine(a short 2 needle pine, Pinus contorta) 
whichhas a different name every place it grows, in among the broom-. After the 
pines were established the dune was considered stabilized. As a secondary benefit, 
some people find mushrooms hidden beneath the forest duff of these pines in the fall, 

(ne of the Camp Boyington boys had a pet racoon that could turn on the 
ignitionswitch,wind shield wiper, and radio of a car. 

Some of the Cedar Loop boysnhad an orchestra and a vocal group that sang twangy 
songs on KFJ1 and KAST. The local girls 0Ud and AAHd over them much to the disgust 
of the local boys. 

One of the local supervisors said that when they were to have a weekend off 
to go home to their wives for a visit they would refrain from drinking coffee for 
the prior day or two because the. coffee wastaced with salt peter to allay the desires 
of the teen age boys. 

Some people said that the CCU boys brought the opossums with them, but 

Bryson Lausch hotly denied this saying that it was a soldier at Fort Stevens 
who did it and named the soldier. 

There was a so- called “old maris Camp" on the ridge road altho thers called it 
"a camp for winos.”.Une of their jobs yas to make the Coffenbury Lake trailand they 
drained 350 acres of Braillier Swamp and planted it, 

host of the groups stayed : - 6 morths and there were about 200 atCamp 07. 
almost all of the boys returnbd home when their time was up but among those those 
who renained permanently were John Gamble, Elmer Ferrel, Faul 
Alanius,: Bob Hokela,Warren Knispel, and Jim Smith. 

There were several CCC camps in the. general area and altho they had official 
camp numbers, locally they were called by place names 

Camp Boyington(named after “the County Judge) was three miles south of 

Welker Creék on Road 202 and was a road project for local boys. 

“eola lark Froject was for New York Boys, 

Saddle Mountain Project was to make the trail up Saddle fountain, 

Cedar Loop Camp 491 was for dune control and was for Tennessee and 

Kentucky boys 

Hist Hroject probably roads - 

There were CCC camps all over Oregon, The boys were given spending money only 
but it was not designed to make millionaires but tomake busy work for idle ‘hands. 
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The following letter appeared in the Daily Astorian 12 Aug 197M: 


"The Daily Astorian recently reported a reunion at Warrenton of Company 491 
of the Civilian Conservation Corps. This is to inform you that those 'rebel&' 
did not do all the work from Surf Pines to Fort Stevens. We Yankees from 
Massachusetts who were in Company 2111 did a lot. Here's a run down. 

"We built 30 miles of sand fences, 1,050 rods of barb wire fences, planted 
340 acres of trees and shrubs, seeded 225 acresof pasture, plantedi00 acres of 
Holland Grass, laid 30 acres of brush mats , collected 8840 pounds of seed, 
collected 1,193,000 tree and shrub cuttings for planting stock, and made 364,000 
fence’ pickets. . - 

The advance cadre of our company arrived at Warrenton 21 June 1935. Construe- 
tion was completed 25 Oct 1935.and the main body of our camp arrived 28 Oct 1935. 
There are five of us still living in Clatsop County. 


R. J. Thomas 
Seaside 


WARRENTON THEATER 


A. Clapp and Jim Anderson built the quonset -hut theater and operated 1t 
for a few months. Then Bud Charltonand his sister bought it in 1949. They 
operated itfor a while but TV cut into attendance ‘so Bud left the theater and 
some of Bud's nieces ran it until they too got frozen out. 


The theater was adjacentto the City Hall. 


DAFFODILS 


The culture of daffodil bulbs on Clatsop Plains startedin the early Depression 
years and lasted to the end of WWII. The first farmer to grow bulbs commercially 
was A, H. Fuselman whose fields were located on the Ridge Road where it joins 
the Columbia Beach Road at the South end of Smith lake. Prior to bulbs. 

Fuselman hatched chicks. With his arrangement he could hatch 2600 chicks every 
12 days at his Hazeldell Farms, Fred Hurlburt of Glenwood Farms also 

hatched chicks and he alternately produced 1000 Barred Rock friers and 1000 white 
leghorns, but not every 12 days. Genevieve Van = YVolkenburg and her * 
husband Earl also raised chicks commercially. 4 

Ralph and Victoria Lamb had property across the road from Fuselman and were 
also early bulb growers, Other early bulb growers were Ralph and Floyd McNett, 

Ben Hays, A. Harshberger, Earl and Blanche Pickering, Catherine and Fred Hurlbutt, 
Newt Schneider, George McClain, Earl Van Volkenberg, Earl Seamster, Charles Johnson, 
Lorenzo Lagus, and Art Fertig. 
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The bulb fields were principally along Highway 101 from Columbia Beach Road 
+o Cullaby Lake. Fuselman’ had about 9 acres of bulbs and the Lambs had about 10 
acres in production and about a like amount in fallow. 

In culture, the bulbs grew well in the light dune soil of Clatsop Plains. 

The occasional dry seasons that are the doom of late season crops on the Plains 
didn't seem to hamper bulb growth unduly. 

To favor bulb growth, the blossoms were clipped and carried off the field. 

‘the bulb farms were generally located in the vales between thedune ridges. 

However due to the low fertility of the Plains soil, daffodil bulbs could be crop- 
ped only every second or third year. Unthe years that the land was not in bulbs 
4t could not be left fallow but had to be planted in a grain crop that was an annual 
and most definitely not in a perennial grass crop. In fact getting rid of the 
quack grass and othergrasses was a major problem on new soil. 

In practige the bulbs are planted on the side of a plow furrow much in the 
manner of planting potatoes behind a 14 inch plow. In February the first flowers 
bloomed and the blossoms were picked to put more growth on the bulbs. In the late 
summer the bulbs wereplowed out,gathered, disinfected , and dried. The disinfect- 
ing chemical was used at an elevated temperature. Some used formaldehyde for dis- 
infecting and some used a trade name chemical from a supply house. After disinfect- 
ing, it took 6 weeks or so to dry even if they were protected from dew and rain. 

As a bulb grew in size, it produced a couple of daughter bulbs on its' sides, 
These young bulbs,or slabs, were rather thin and cup shaped as they nested close 
to the mother bulb. These slabs would be planted in the fall in their own rows 
for next years growth, Most of the bulbs were round however. When the bulbs were 
dug in the fall naturally some bulbs were inadvertantly missed, so in the spring 
any stray bulbs were dug upwhen the plants were in-flower, a practice called rogueing. 

The bulbs were graded in severalways but once they passedmuster for marketa- 
bility, the next criterion was size. Weightwise some large bulbs weighed a pound. 
However size was expressed in centimeters and No. 1 bulbswerei6 centimeters in 
diameter.or about 6 inches. Some large bulbs had two crowns that would sprout 
during the winter and these so-called 'double-nose' bulbs were automatically ranked 
kKo.d regardless of size. ; 

After being dried and graded; the bulbs were packed in boxes 12" by 36" and 
28" high. A box of 500 bulbs weighed 190 pounds and they were stacked four 
high in a rail car, 

The variety in greatest demand was the King Alfred, which had a large trumpet, 
and the demand tapered off thru a halfdozen other varieties like the Silver Star 
and Poets Narcisses, There are almqst countles varietiss and they are all in the 
Marcisses family: group. 
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For marketing, most of the Plains farmers belonged to the UregonBulb Growers 
Association and at the heigth of the production years 6 box cars of bulbs 
were shipped in one year by the Plains farmers using the Columbia Beach team track. 

Bulbs were produced thru the Depression years up thru WWII. After WWII, 
Holland was encouraged to produce anything they could and daffodil bulbs fell in 
that category. The U. S. market for bulbs is mainly in the Kastern states and water 
freight from Holland was cheaper than rail freight actoss the 'U. S. So the Market 
price for bulbs fellas monetary inflation surged and Clatsop Plains bulb farming 
died a peaceful death. . 

Returning from the war, Col. Fertig tried to’start a new life raising bulbs 
but the bulb association couldn't admit any new members when it couldn't sell the 
bulbs of its' present members.-The Lambs had 125,000 choice bulbs but could 
sell only 25,000, To boost the price, the Lambs put their 100,000 bulbs together 
with those of the other growers, spread them on the road, and crushed them with 
a crawler tread. Art Fertig didn't dig his. 

Blanche Pickering, a creative person, used the plucked blossoms from their 
field to spell out the name she gave to their farm, DUNKHAVEN. Then in 1943 

Pauline Stanley got the bulb growers to amass their blossums to form 
alarge yellow Easter Cross in front of the Clatsop Plains Presbyterian Church. 
There the grounds have a slope facing the Highway 26-101. It takes 50,000 
blossoms to make the bold-faced cross, 40 feet “on the staff and 22 feet on the cross. 
The staff is 40 inches wide and the cross is 36 inches wide. In 1980 the church 
started a bulb field behind the rectory with 17,000 bulbs purchased from Auburn 
wn. 

The Clatsop Plains Pioneer Presbyterian Church, 
was organized in a private home in 1846, Robert Mcrrison gave part of their 
DonationLand Claim for church grounds and alsé“toney for the lumber. The first 
church blew down in the 1920s and the present building was then erected. 

Children on Clatsop Plains sometimes set up roadside flower stands for custo- 
mer self-service. Most customers paid, some customers didn't pay, while the 
remaining few took all the flowers and the money  “ jar too. 


Suessed or cursed with rhysomes, bent grass is terminal vegetation in the Plains. 
Thru the 1940s some farmersaround Niles Crossing raised bent grass and some fescue 
as a crop for lawn seed, The industry died out in the 1950s. Rhizomes are the 
jointed,spear-like roots of crab grass, bent grass, and quack grass that will 
spear thru a one-pound potato, or almost any thing that gets in its’ way. 

Another source of income for Warrentonians in the Depression years was brush 
picking. Tree moss,srord ferns, wild flowers, and the like were much used by fun- 
eral parlors and were brokered by I. P. Callisons of Seattle. And their offices 4n 
the Vance building would knock your eyes out. . 
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However by far the most common way of supplementing a meager income was to 
grow a vegetable gerden because any quality produce could be sold at least at 
wholesale price. Some people used their own hammermill-ground, unbolted wheat for 
bread, It was grainy and didn't rise as well but mixed with commercial flour it 
was useable. 

An attempt was made to induce people to set up garden plot at Camp Rilea but 
it was not successfv] for two reasons, The soil was poor and a garden must be 


reared like a baby, ‘Constant, unceasing attention is necessary, 


MINK RANCHES 


George Kinghorn was born in Staunton,Macupin County, Illinois: around 1892. 
ye had an unusual aptitude for music and learned to fiddle at an early age. He 
played only by ear and never took lessons or learned to read music, His technique 
improved rapidly and he memorized many songs. Then it was found that he could 
play back a composition after.hearing it played but once. 

At age 9 he was on the concert stage. In knee pants, with hair in log curls, 
he stood on a chair and played his violin, demonstrating that he could play back 
music that he had never heard before. 

But the novelty of such a performance meant much more to the impressario than 
it did to George. Rather than tedius xoad performances, he would rather play with 
other children and hegrew to hate that violin. 

By the later 1930s he was making a shabby living on a mink ranch west of 
smith lake, with a wife, a son, and a daughter. His marriage was a stormy one, 
however, and after a marital spat, George would sieze his violin and leave the 
house for the woodshed,. All alone, for the next half hour he would play wild 
and haunting Gypsymelodies interspersed with the gentle tunes of Foster and Bach. 
Then he would reappear in the house, completely relaxed and congenial as if nothing 


had ever happened, 


The ColumbiaRiver area was an important mink ranch area due to the avail- 
abllity of fillet plant scrap for mink. food. There was a truck route that delivered 
Ground fresh mink food to the ranches daily and- Hi1t Paulson's Electro Cart man-~ 
ufactured wink feeding pumpsmounted on a cart. Crab pots were also welded up at 
the airport and an ancillary’ job was created for high school boys to wrap the 
iron pot frames with inner tube rubber and then weave in stainless wire. Galvanic 
action set up between the iron pot frame and the wire and the wire would ‘saw’ a 
slot clear thruthe frame unless they were insulated. 
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The venier slicer used at Uptegrove in Astoria was es rather novel device, 
The mill was at the Port Docks during the Depression, Laterit was in Warrénton 
but it is not known if it was in production in Warrenton. -It was purchased by 
Uptegrove in 1933 from a mill inTenessee that used.it on poplar. It was mechan- 
ical and the blade travelled on 4 runway as it was driven by a feed screw. 
The blade was similar to a planer blade. The venier thickness was adjusted by a 
cam and this particular slicer would cut venier up to 57 incheS long. Mostly 
old growth _ spruce was used but some alder, fir and hemlock was used. 
Cants were sawn as the logs floated in water in lieu of a carriage for the head rig. 
The cants were not planed and most of them were 5" or 6" wide altho the blade could 
cut 9" and 10" wide, The cants were softened for 24 hours in a steam box and the 
blade was set on a 45 degree angle. ‘he bladd was motivated by a scissorlike 
device that reciprocated. Maybe it was like a scissors car jack. 

Some shook was sent back back east for cigar boxes but cardboard could 
under~cutthe FOB delivered price in that trade. 

The plywood was made in 4 feet by 4 feet and in 4 feet by 6 feet sheets but 
was made with soybean. glue so it was not waterproof--probably to avoid the char- 
acteristic warping of hot-press plywood. When the plywood was made of alder, 
it had the characteristic white winter grain of alder that would make a pretty 
wood for hollow core doors, Peeler plywood does. not bring out this grain. 

Bob McGhee was foreman and he later worked at Astoria Plywood. 

Josiah West.was one of the earliest farmers to raise cranberries. Some sphagnum 
moss was grown on Cullaby lake in the 1970s and 1980s. 


Many industries have sprouted , matured, and died in Warrenton. The classical 
rule that 99% of new businesses fail is part of the reason for fatlure and decadence 
is another. These are a few of the industries that atliast sprouted in Warrenton: 


Agriculture Fisheries Timber Miscellaneous 
daffodils blue backs dimension lumbr beer 
bent grass seed chinook export logs crushed rock 
broilers shad rotary plywood liquid fish fertilizer 
eges pilchard sliced plywood beach combing’ 
milk clams airplane spruce railroding 
hogs keta salmon shingle express 
beef albacore - box shook brick 
mink liver oil closet poles hydraulic cement 
mint cannery oil ‘cigar box shook mink feed ‘pumps 
nutria reduction products oars Steamship lines 
tannery scallops - broom handles tourist trade 
harness crab boat lumber transportation 
sails crab pots barrel staves 
Siac mussels doug fir seeds 
‘une: sea weed Furnt 

ag bag silos mink feed ware 

tuna can filler 

fish boats 


fish hatchery food 
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COMMUNITY CENTER 


The idea to build the second community center in Warrenton started in women's 

club. When one of the club members was asked what the name of their club was she 

laughed and said "Well, at the city hall they call us ‘a bunch of old women in 

tennis shoes' but we call our selves ‘The Crazy Eight" oO 
A. women's club started meeting in 1979 and met in homes but the group wished 

they had a meeting place and decided to try to get a senior center built. There 

were eight in the group originally but some joined later and some dropped out. 
The names on a wall-hanging in the center now are 


Eileen Thomas Cecil Smith Hillard Heanziger 
Alice Schwarzenback Veda Waggoner Ethel Sparks--secy 
Dan Newton Lucile Waddell 
Audrey Pevie Ethel Buchanon 
Edna Black--Chair Bessie Nichols 


For seven years they wrote“letters to state congressmen and they financed 
their efforts with rummage sales, maintaining a tourist information booth, 
staging a a rocking-chair-a-thon, andSome securities investments. They got 
some local. subscription money. Finally they got the interest of the City Hall 
aroused and the City of Warrenton made formal application for a grant from the 
federal Housing andUrban Development, “Cormunity Development, Block Grant Branch. 
They were granted $ 302,000. for a community. center; funds administéred by the State. 
The contractor was Taggart Construction of Portland and the architect was Fred 
Cooper and Associates: Much of the’ labor was volunteer. 
The building was built in 1987 on city park land. The building measuresabout ‘?) 
4o feet by'4o feet and the miin room occupies most of the space. T dere are 
lavatories, a kitchen, chairs, tables, an office, and a small committee room, 
There is a nominal fee for its’ use: andusers are ‘required to to do their own janitor 
and kitchen work--afterwards. Vella Wilsons stewardess for the city. 


Shilo Inn Warrenton Community Center 
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Jay ll. Coffee told of working as a farm hand in the hayfields of D. k. 
in his youth. Later Jay learned carpentry as an apprentice and. still later he 
turned to auto mechanics. 

Lester kindred as’ president, Arthur Knight as vice presiden}$, and Jay Voft»> 
as secretary-treasurer formed Service Garage and built their building in 192/, 
Arthur was fire chief and Jay was a councilman both unpaid jobs. Among other thiags 
they built log truck frames and they built the first double-axel log truck trailer, 
They made 10 of these trailers, which they called the“'Ulatsop-built Trailer’ amt 
some ofthem were for Bill Hollenbeck ie : Logging Company of Seaséde. 
Then one of the employees quit and started making the same model im Portland, 
claiming that he made the first one. Jay said that maybe he worked on the first 
one because the whole crew worked on the first one but that the first double axel 
log trailer was made in Service Garage around'1931. The Great Depression caused 

~ work to stop. > 

Around 1932 or 1933 a Seaside blacksmith, Rudolf Leutwiler,made an 8-nheel 
trailer for Hollenbeck and by this, no doubt, a double axel trailer was meant. 

Due to the reach, a single axel trailer allows the the load to pivot about 
that single axel as the tractor goes ahead on “hilly roads or the trailer wobbles: 
on corduroy roads, Not so with twin axels. . 

A satisfactory pivot effect was achleyed in the 'Clatsop-Built' Trailer by 

_ introducing a third 'axel' between thé’ twin axels. About this pivot axel the 
tractor can go up or down on hilly roads . . or one of the twin 
trailer axels can go up or down on corduroy roads and still the peat loal of eas 
remains steady. 

Had this idea been patented it would have been worth a pot of “dough because, 
it could have been easily policed. Jay never mentioned a patent, , Current 
trailers have sophisticated engineering but the basic engineering is still there, 
Some designs have the pivot axel or 'dead' axel up near the bolster but it doesnt 
function quite the same. 


aaatls 


176 


177 


r 
@ Warrenton 


TILLAMOOK BURN 

After the great 'Tillimook-Burn’ fire in 1933, Oregon sawmills were encouraged 
to use salvage timber before rot and insects took their told first. Not that the 
1933 fire was Oregon's only “bad” fire. Far from it because there were bad fires Im 
1845, 1878,1932,1933,1939, 1945, and 1951. 

When the humidity is very low, say 20 %, fire danger becomes highly acute and 
loggers leave the woods entirely by noon or even earlier. A fire can start froma 
cable-rub or an engine spark, let alone careless smokerg§ and the like. Lightening 
strikes require prompt action by smoke jumpers with full ‘equipment. 

The '33 fire was the grandaddy of fires. It started because a logger kept work- 
ing into the low humidity time of day and it: burned until it rained--two weeks later. 
Altho hundreds of men fought it with back-fires,' the main blaze ‘crowned’ in a stift 
wind and raced thru the tree tops, starting many ‘spot fires. Many burning fagots 
fell into the Pacific Ocean, If these spot fires are included with the main blaze, 
600 square miles of old growth forest containing; 13,000,000,000 board feet of. timber 
was on fire. Most trees were not reduced to ashes but rather, the trees were turned 
into lightly charred snags. These ‘snags were logged for salvage timber. 

The blaze was something like,50 miles long by 30 miles wide, of highly irregu~ 
lar shape and extending northward from 10 or 15 miles below Tillamook. : 

The Burn has been replanted and logging is expected to be in steady operation 
by the year 2000--if we can keep a lid on the fires. 
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SALMON FLESH COLOR 


Not all species of salmon have flesh that is of the same color. Puget Sound 
Humpbacks are called "pinks" and Bristol Bay sockeyes are called "reds" to dis- 
tinguish each of them. Columbia River Coho are called ‘medium red' ad Columbia 
River Chinook are hard to beat for taste but their sickly red flesh cvlor only 
gets them a bronze medal. Salmon can't synthesize the red color and it comes 
from their diet, crayfish in the river and shrimp or red-crab in the ocean, Hed 
seems to be an attractive culinary color to the human eye and oil is a pleasant 

flavor of protein. People-will chose red color every time for food. The flavor 
‘of a lean salmon can be enhanced in the kitchen with the subtle use of salad oil. 

Hatchery fish can readily have their flesh flesh colored with a diet containin« 
either natural or synthetic pigments. It can even be over done and produce an 
unnatural coloring. 

In Southeast Alaska most kings have the usual color of kings, but a few, 
less than 5%, are white. They both taste the same bit the whites take take a 
severe market discount. Both fish are on the same substrate, 

Now if Oregen Coho are in decline, and if the flesh pigment comes from 
shrimp, and if the shrimp are heavily fished, is the population of salmon being 
reduced by the shortage of food? 


SQUAW FISH 
Squaw fish are a native fish that is a troublesome predatar on down-stream 
salmon smolts, They are not captured by either sportsmen or commercial Fish- 
ermen, The Fish and Wildlife Service does not wish to erradicate the fig but 
would like to control the population of them. They pay $ 2.00 a fish as a bounty 
to boys to catch them by angling. They are a sizeable fish all right but they 
are not a choice dinner table item. 
HOUSES 4 
The 1858 House in Warrenton is unique because of the history hiding be hind its" 
140-year old walls, 
Mary Owen wanted a house badly enough that, with no carpentry background, she poured 
cement and nailed one up herself--and lived in it! 
In the Depression Years, Olaf Knutson, a retired old salt, found enough driftwood 
‘j-4 boards on the beach for part of a house; then he scrounged up 
the rest, It wasn't an orthodox house because he built on top 
of a huge stump as a foundation--one room, a stove and a bed. 
Soon he needed more space so he built a bedroom straight up over 
H the kitchen. He crawled up a ladder to get there, But he yearn- 
ed to see his old friends, the ships, go by, so he built a living 
room on top of it all--straight up,another ladder of course. Now 
he could see out over the top of the brush. Folks called this 
architecturalcuriositv The Captain's House, 
179 


JAIL 
The Old concrete box that Warrenton used for a tank for drunks in liew of a 


jail was torn down in .1958 when the new and modern City Hall was built. That con- 
crete box had its’ day. And its' nights. One night, maybe around 1925, a couple 
ofdrunks got dried out enovgh to notice a crack where the walls jolned the ceiling. 
and they tried lifting the ceiling-roof. It moved, so with a man at each end, they 
dislodged the celiling-roof to escape. Then the City riveted insome drift pins bo 
secure it. Hammonds jail was in the wooden city‘hall bu it had iron bars. 

LIBRARY 

The City of Warrenton hala small library around 1950+ The collection started 

“with a few books owned by a Mrs. Weigl who made them available in her home to ‘4n- 
terested people. Her collection was augmented by donor gifts. As her health declined, 
she wanted the City to take the books and the City did.. The old wooden City Hall at 
that time stationed a fire truck in a narrow room adjacent to the offices of the 
City Hall but when the permanent Fire Department, Headquarters was built, the nartow 
room was used as a library, Dick Baldwin was City Manager then, and Jane Walters 
was secretary. Jane assumed custodtanship of the library and was given a limited 
budget for book acquisition, The Warrenton Junior Chamber of Commerce took up JI- 
brary development as a project and built some book shelves. A volunteer profegsion- 
al librarian and a Mrs. Schultz catalogued the books. ‘Two different people have 
guesstimated the number of books at 4000. A library funding project failed at the 
polls when the new City Hall was built in 1958 with no provision for -~z a library- 
The Warrenton schools picked out the books that ‘they wanted and the rest were sent 
to Lewis and Clark school. Land © shelved some of the books and stored the rest 
in a damp place. When the books started to mold, they burned them. 

Then things remained stable on Main Street for a few years until the new 10L 
highway was builtand almost immediately development set in, Out of: State and Can-a 
dian capital made it a shopping center with a streetparallel to the highwas, lees 
than a mile from the end of the YoungsBay Bridge. Payless was one of the first big 
stores and then came Thriftway. The liquor store was among the first stores to leave 
Main Street. Coast to Coast Hardware.sought larger quarters out at the development 
on 101 now called Youngs Bay Plaza. Then Shilo built a 4-story inn and banks and 
smaller stores moved in from Astoria. The biggest store to set up is Fred Meyer 
but Costco talks of setting up a branch discount store. : 

There is talk of a new library. Should it be at the Plaza or in Old Warrenton? 
Warrenton's population is steadily approaching 4000 and when it does, around 195 
or so, state law requires recycling because of the national problem of garbage dis- 
posal, Fort Stevens fills its’ 600 camp sites in the summer so there are an added 
2500 people as transients. Warrenton currently has no tourist-trap entertainment. 
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BULL FROGS 


There were still bull frogs in Warrenton as late as the 1950s. 
The bull frogs only croaked Occasionally as compared to frogs like the brown and 
Green ones. The brown frogs would remain silent for a few minutes but as soon as 
a single frog would croak in the spring, all of the other frogs would join in the @ 
mating call, saying "Me, too". The bull frogs didnt compete in this chorus but 
at quiet times would give about three bellows in succession, each in turn being 
less loud than the one before it. Some folks think the frogs say " Juga rum", 
The bull frogs were on the edges of Warrentons many lakes and creeks and their 
distinctive croak was their downfall. The high school boys used four-tined barbed 
spears to seize them, Then they sold the hind legs to restaurants the next day, 
The bull frogs are nearly extinct almost everywhere now. There were leopard frogs 
in places for a while butas some of them had legs large enough for the restaurant 
trade, they too are extinct in most places. The bull frogs lived to an age of 10 
or 15 years, 


SPRING BOARDS 

Today loggers use chainsaws to fall and buck trees, but prior to the Depression 
they used axes, falling saws, and wedges. Sometimes the tree had a swelled butt, 
or sometimes there was under brush, or sometimes the Ground was not level, and 
generally the loggers preferred the added thrust that the spring board gave to a 
falling saw or ax, With a falling ax a logger defly chopped a spring board notch 
in a tree with no more than a half dozen licks, then poked the steel-tipped end 
of the spring board into it, They scrambled onto the board as easily as a squirrel. 
The tree stump is not wasted today, even tho the butt is badly timber-tound. =) 

Today's expression "skidrow" is a corruption.of "skid road” which Puget Sound 
loggers called 2nd ani Occidental in Seattle where unemployed loggers ‘congregated, 
FISH LIVER INDUSTRY 

The fish liver industry and the Great Depression, by happenstance, occurred 
at the same time, Surprizingly, vitamins weren't discovered until 1928 and in 
rapid order they were given alphabetical names, Vitamin A and Vitamin D were found 
to occur in fish livers in varying amounts depending on the species. Some animals 
have theability to store vitamtng A and D in their liver or other visceral proteins 
if they ingest more of them-than is required for their health. Fish and polar bears 
can do this but humans can not, In fact many fishermen have had the skin killed 
on their face or hands after eating fish livers. Others have had an intense head- 
ache start about 3 hours after eating fish livers and then persist about 3 hours after 
that, 

Vitamin D was exploited from albacore livers first and Columbia River Packers 

Ass'n removed the livers from the fish and sent them to Abbot Laboratories in 
Seattle. Abbot Laboratories had a trade secret method of recovering a vitamin-bear- 
ing oi] from the livers. Then several companies, including Bioproducts, got into ‘theact 
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by independently developing trade secret processes for recovering fish liver oils. 
All of the processes were technical, required a chemist, and, as it turned out, 
were all the same. The 50 % to 60 % oil in shark livers can be removed and still 
leave most of the oil in the liver, presumably attached to protein. The 10 % to 
19% oil and the vitamins in the the livers of bony fish (teleosts) is bound by a 
loose chemical bond. When the protein is dissolved in alkaline water, most, but 
not all, of the oil and of the vitamins is released. About 2 % of a bony fish 
and about 10 % of a shark is liver. : 

The fishermen didnt reap any benefit from tuna livers because the fish were 
jlanded in the round. However they did sell tons and tons of fish livers taken 
fron shark, halibut, ling cod and other bottom fish. One boat, the Tordensjeld, 
delivered $ 65,000. worth of soupfin shark livers from a single trip while the 
Great Depression was still on. Fillet fish were then selling for 2 or 3 cents 
a pound. George Muskovita was one of the first fishermen to drag for dogfish. 
Bioproducts sold dogfish liver oil by the tank car. Despite the intense fishing 
for soupfin and dogfish, their, numbers did not decrease, Sither their population 
4s limited only by food supply or wandering pelagic populations move in. 

Both Vitamin D and Vitamin A eventually were made synthetically and that 
caused the market to plummet. Vitamin A fell from 50 cents a million Internation- 
al units to 1/4 ¢/ M units. Vitamin D fell likewise in price. 


HAKE OR PACIFIC WHITING 


Hake is a fish that was quite unexploited for a long time. The flesh is soft 
and doesn't keep well’on ice. It doesn't freeze well. Then, like most fish it 
doesn't can well raw but the trouble is it doesn't precook well. Its flesh turns 
to mush in a reduction plant and it isvirtually impossible to get a press-cake that 
is less than 70% water and it should press down to 50 % water. -The fish is not a 
bottom feedér and. requires a special mid-water trawl for ‘fishing. About the only 
thing going for it is that it is plentiful. However a limited amount of filets are 
sold fresh. The big deal is that almost. 200,000 tons of them are: processed a year 
into imitation crab and shrimp and called surimi, a lot of it exported to Japan. 
INTRODUCED SPECIES 

Ben Hur Lampman wrote a book "The Coming Of The Pond Fishes". It tells that 
carp, crappie, shad, blue gill, and some other fish are‘not native but are introduced 
species to this region. 

Wes Batterson was an outstanding biologist in Northwest Oregon who collected 
birds for a taxidermist, Alex to mount. Alex assembled an outstanding bird 
collection at the Tillamook Pioneer Museum. 

There is a very limited amount of salt water mussels on the northern Oregon 
coast, They can be taken only by permit because of the danger of poisoning by 
sea-borne organisms and the need for special training in acceptable harvest technic. 
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Evening Astorian-Budget, Astoria, Oregon, Thursday, August 26, 1954 


The first school house on this spot was built of logs by 
Robert William Morrison in 1847 on his claim. It had a clay 
and stick fireplace and it probably had leather door hinges 
and ravhide/cloth windows. I+ was a 3 month subscription 


school. 


The second school building was probably built in 1854 of sawn 
boards, when Clatsop County School District #2 was created on 
1 October 1854. It was financed by taxation and School Funds, 


The third school house on this spot is thought to have been 
built about 1914. It was still called the Morrison School 
but it was a substantial and painted building. I+ was used 
until 1948 and was torn down in 1954, The Morrison District 
conslidated with Warrenton. The Clatsop School District #3was 
created on 21 October 1854 at the south end of Cullaby Lake 


and it consolidated with Gearhart, 
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